Sept 22,1955

-

Dear ¥ye Pelloprini,

Boh wrote to u, just before leaving that fuu were roady to go
ghead on Silence in Hoaven pointing to Jamuary publication, He asked
me to son:{ you at oT00 the table of contents G.u.\.l material for a blurby
as ue” s the rest of the moamscripts :
I an aemling you the contents, the materlal for an sanouncement,
the nx"?ace and as goon as I can lzrj' hands on it I an sending the
ey c!mn’wrs on 5% ’ovxu.ct, the Benedictines, and the Cistercians,
I see no yeason why you shouldn't start getting the material you have
there typed wpe The copy you hawve is magked not skkfwpsetting copys
but that was beecause it had not yet been ccnsorod. By the time the
typist reachos the beginming of pary two, I mlrt %0 have the material
f’or that part there, You have the last part of part three, on the
8:"7-, 1"!{)0.
Abou'b the 1itle-= Bob wants to keep Silence in IIcem:)n. That is
strictly spoaking the title of a volume appearing in o i
of the firvst clnpter of this t.(,.:b, plus a 1ot of p:.ctares and other mate
arial, Now the French piblisher is acting very jﬂ"“ ous shout this, and
though he is r.akmL m diﬁ?wultj about our using the chapter which be
hasprinted, he has sold the book (his book) to an Inglish piblisher who
will doubtless be bringing it oub under that title. In opder to avoid
undold complications we msd toke ancther title. I have put Living :Ln
Silenge over the table of contonts, but I sent 2 uﬂnlc list of possit
%485 in a letber which h..'lu, I think, yeached JoUa Toke your pickes
or puggest ano‘bhor. Or let's z,ot together on 4t in some other ways I
imaine thab it is just about the first thing we havd to do at this
pDi'ﬂbo
I am alsod mrﬂinu you sore fino new photographs of the Bemsdictines
o"La Pleyre qui Vize, I do hope we will be able %o use as many photow
graphs ap possible, I have not put amy titles on them, I expect to
do so when  you have proofs, I hate to write on the back of pictuires
- for fear of spoiling thems Bob tells me you alveady have some pictures
of a Cistercian monastery in Switserland, Do yolt have the pictures of
Camaldold which I sent last spring? I forget if I dent them to Bob or
to Naomis I have more pictux‘es ecoming, of Tyappists, to complete owr
documentation, although I alse think it would be a nice idea for someone
to grab a2 cameya and Pun wp to Elmdiva N.Y. and take 2 few pletures of
the Primitive Denedictines at lMount §aviour,
Nows whem you have all this typed up; will ,}’OJ. please gend me o copy
¢ your typeseript along with my own original; in cxder that I nay go
over it all and insert corrections suggested by conmorse Final okgy has not
come through fron them and we can't male a contract undil it doesy bub
I an sure it will arrive any daye
This beok has been an awful lot of trouble but I feel that it is worth
trouwbles I memn frod thc podnt of view of the material, America still knows
practically nothing of the rezl vonder of monestic life, Haying heaml
about a fow Trappists is pbt oven a faiy begluning, I feel much better
about this book than aboub any other I have done along the same lines,
and I really hope it will help 2 lot of people to find their vocations
or to enter more deeply inte the ommarg Christian life, Heedless o
says I @ happy to be workiag with you. Walgh epoke of you when he
was heve, and I hope some time you wﬁll cone dovm and we can chat togethers
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This is a meditation, by a monlky on the monastic way of lifew. that is to

say on the life of mom who conseerate themselves entively to Codesmet

wenscdsae® The monks of today ave the mmmm splritusl descendants of the

Fathers of the Desert; and their horizons aye dlways those of solitude,

education,

even though they nay engage in musbeiiu:Sabews scholgrship,me the liture

gicalla;o@stohhe, or seiontific sgriculture,

Dooks have been written on the monastic spirit and other books have been

written on Hhemdstlmai cacll monastic opdews The unigue feature of this
3

&ﬂ; is that it troats of the monastic spirit in general and then goes

on o devote a chapter to sach of the great bramches of the monastic

family: Livst t.ln. cenobites- Benedictines and Cistercians, and then the

hermits, Carthusians and Camaldoloses It is the firet book of its kind %o

have appeared in English, and it will ghesckheexesise satisfy something

of the curiosity of those who have heayd the admivable yecoxds of the

Cregorian chant of the monks of Solesmes and went to know more sbout the

Benedictiness T6 %ells also of the Primitive Denedictine Observance wirch

is just beglming to exist in /meriga, of the Clstereian ideal, which

is thab of the Trappists, Tt SniSssndrimdebhusta pives a detallsd

aeoount, of the spirit of the Carthusian hermits, the most solitary and

awstore Ovder in the Chureh, and finglly it wifScomslms brings to light

the almost wikmown Order of the Camaldolese hermits who have kept alive
moye perfectly than any other grow the spivit and observance of oriemtal
monasticism in the Western Churchs

A% a tinme whem the wonastie life is muisomperieoncing mosmendalr its most
remarkable vevival since the Hiddle Ages, and whem the prosence of the
monk veminds other believers of the loftimess and uncompromising
exigencies of the Christian ideal,mmumdmab¥ this book will doubtless
inspive many with a doeper appreciation of the 1ife of prayer; of
charit&, ef liturgical praise and solitary meditation which should be

part not only of the monk's 1if bub also, in some dogros, of cvery
Christian‘_s.




: to come and be thinks he will be heye next
tests Why not come alongy
7 best wish, md begging C
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