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Certain rules are enforced on the Oconee

The Oconee, located in the rolling Pied-
mont of central Georgia, is one of two na-
tional forests in Georgia. It was established
in 1959 from lands that had been used as a
soil conservation project. Over 109,000
acres are now within this highly productive
forest. The forest is managed for outdoor
recreation, range, timber, watershed, miner-
als and wildife

EXPERIMENTAL FORESTS

Within the Oconee National Forest are
two experimental forests. Scull Shoals
Experimental Forest, containing 5,418 acres,
is on the northern end of the Oconee in
Greene and Oglethorpe Counties. The
Hitchiti Experimental Forest, containing
4,592 acres, is on the southern end of the

onee, in Jones County.

The Scull Shoals Experimental Forest is
used 1o study regeneration and manage-

ment of Piedmont hardwoods. The Hitchit is
used 1o study loblolly pine. You are wel
come to use these lands for recreation as
long as no one interferes with research
activites.

“The Brender Forestry Educaton Center is
also headquartered at the Hitchiti to provide
Forest educational programs on forest
management 1o the public.
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WILDLIFE AND FISH
The Oconee National Forest and

adjacent Piedmont National Wildite Reluge
comprise a significant island of forest n the
lower Pledmont Province. Together, they
serve as a sanctuary for all species of plants
and animals that occur naturally in the area.
In this contiguous range, about 350 species
of animals and fish, and about 1,500 species
of plants can be found.

Hunting and Fishing

Spring fishing for rec-breast sunfish on
the Ocmulgee River is unsurpassed any-
where in the State. Although you can fish by
wading in parts of the river, a small boat,
canoe, or float tube s ideal. Small spinners
and g are effective lures on light spinning
tackle. A half-pound red-breast on a fly rod
is excellent sport

Lake Oconee has an excellent reputation
for early season crappie. This 19,000-acre
imgouncinents sasly acosssilrom
Interstate Highway

Vonting or arge i game is avail-
able during the Statewide seasons, excey
fo e oloing sres, i fave secial

— Redlands Wildife Management Area
— Cedar Creek Wildiife Management

Area
— Hitchiti Experimental Forest

Please consult cuvrenl hunting regulations |

before planning your tr
Soasors forder huning can be quits
variable.

Wildlife Management Areas

Twolarge portions of the Oconee National
Forest are designated as wilie management
areas. Cedar Creek, established n 1946, is
located in Putnam, Jones and Jasper Coun
ties. Some lands within this boundary remain
privately owned. Therefore, be sure to obtain
permission from the owners before hunting on
their land.

The Redlands Widife Management Area
was designated in 1987. This site includes all
Forest Service land in Morgan, Greene,
Oconee and Oglethorpe Counties north of
Interstate 20. Wildife management areas are
protected by State and Federal regulations.
Uses such as hiking, camping, picnicking and
huning are ormita a2 o roguiz
tions. Please consult Georgia hunting and
fishing regulations for hunting dates, limits and
license fees.

Endangered Species

Bald eagles and red-cockaded woodpeck-
ers live in the Oconee National Forest and
are protected. The Forest Service, U.S. Fish
and Wildiife Service, and Forest Service
Research have entered into an agreement
aimed at joint recovery efforts for the red-
cockaded woodpecker. Help us restore
these species to healthy populations by
avoiding nesting sites.

Hunt Camps

The Oconee National Forest provides
more than 50 dispersed camps for hunting
and fishing enthusiasts. These camps
provide areas off the road that are safer for
Users and mirkizeimpacton the envion-
ment. The camps are scattered over
st and are nclcated by symbul onthe
forest map. Each area contains fre rings,
parkingarea, it tets, and usualy | hangmq
racks and bulletin boards.
hunters 0 se thess aress durmq probye

of people the opportunity to camp, fde horses,
hike, boat, swim, water ski, picnic, fish, ride all:
terain vefides and hunt. Lake Sindir, Oconee
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Forest Supervisor

508 Oak Street
Gainesville, GA 30501
Telephone (404) 536-0541

District Ranger

349 Forsyth Street
Monticello, GA 31064
Telephone (404) 468-2244
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TIMBER
‘The harvest of timber and pulpwood is an

of sawlogs from this forest exceeds 20 milion
board feet a year — enough lumber to buid
‘more than 3,000 homes. Harvesting and
nee National
st provides a direct ivelinood for about
mo area families and indirectly, to another

se camping in unde
B ismoestrts eV ot

Range
Certain areas of the Oconee National
Forest are available through pemits for
cattle grazing. Most of these areas offer
improved pastures. Permittees pay the
Forest Service for use of these areas, which
are also the home of wildife.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
The Oconee National Forest includes

many areas of historical and cultural interest.
One of these areas is the old village of Scull
Shoals, the site of Georgia's first paper mill
cotton gin, and cotton factory. At the close
of the Civil War, Scull Shoals was the sec-
ond largest village in Greene County. Now,
only building foundations, walls, chimneys,
and bridge abutments remain

MINERALS
e
The: 1, feldspar and
gvamle "The feldspar opevamm in esiirce
» 1844 omploys sbout 80 pacpl o
the oca a

WATERSHED
The Oconee National Forest lies in the
watersheds of three major Piedmont river
systems, Ocmulgee, Oconee and Apala:
chee. These watersheds provide recre-
ational activies along with much of the
drinking water for communities such as
Monticelo.
The Forest Service protects these valu-
able watersheds by maintaining healthy,
producie forests, Furhe elors are mad
o reduce eceon by elrestng and
e many aciive gulies that resuted
from earlier farming of the area.

IS THE WATER SAFE?

/e hope your viit to your national forests
will be enjoyable and sae. One hazard you
should be aware of is an intestinal disorder
called GIARDIASIS (gee-ar-dye-a-sis). The
disease is caused by a microscopic organ-
ism, Giardia lamblia, commonly found in
untreated water. Its effects can be severe,
badly upsetting your digestive system

Protect Yourself
st effective treatment for kiling
Giardia s to boil water vigorously for at least
3105 minutes.
emical treatment with iodine or chio-
rine effectively kills bacterial organisms, but
the same restment wil ntrebay (i
Giardia, a protoz
Bollng i the ony 8ure reatment for Glarda
and all the other microscopic organisms
found in raw water.
For short rips, take a supply of treated
‘water from home or other treated sources.

Protect Others
Giardia can be readily transmitted be-
tween humans and animals. Human or
animal waste can contain the disease.
Waste should be buried 6 inches deep and
at least 100 feet away from natural waters.

RULES OF OUTDOOR SAFETY

Consider the needs of fish and game so
that they will remain abundant for future
generations to enjoy. Observe State hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping regulations.

n hiking in areas open to hunting, use

caution and wear a brightly colored shirt or
vest.

Public facilties are for everyone's use.
Report vandalism and damage to the district
ranger's offce.

p your camp in a clean, sanitary
condition. Leave your camp in as good a
condion as you would expect to find it

Place campfires where you can easily
extinguish them. Put your campfire out
when you leave for any period of time.

Don't cut standing trees. Use only down
wood for firewood.

Watch for poisonous snakes.

Boilor reat al water from open sources
before drinking.

Insects

If you are not prepared for them, insects
can cause much discomfort,transit dis-
ases and ruin an otherwise enjoyable
outing. Chiggers (or redbugs) and ticks are
prevalent, but bites can be reduced by
applying insect repellent or powdered sul-
phur around your pant legs and ankles.
Mosauitoes and yellow flies, present during
the spring and summer months, can be
discouraged by applying insect repellent to
‘exposed skin areas and by avoiding fragrant
Iotions and skin creams. You willsieep
mre comfortably f you use a mosquio net
or zippered tent

Snakes.
Georgia has four species of poisonous

chance, will generally choose flight rather
than attack. A ltle care about where you sit
or place your hands and feet can reduce the
possibilty of being bitten.

Fishing - A Popular Pastime on the National Forest

‘Scull Shoals

Mallard Ducks
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