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In ne line of human activity has greater advance-
ment been made within the last hundred years than in agri-
culture. Within that period much attention has been given
to the origin of soils, to their chemical constituents,sto
the use of fertilizers and to intelligent cultivation. The
wasteful husbandry of a century ago has given place to in-
telligent efforts to conserve the soil, and to maintain its
fertility. The value of the rotation of crops, but dimly
arprehended a century age, is now quite well understood. The
nfitritive elements derived from the scil which went into the
composition of the plant are now well understocd and the rate
of exhaustion easily determined. It is well known that wheat
and corn, rye and ocats, timothy, hemp and tobacco, each draw
elements of nourishment from the sgcll in varying proportions,
and the skillful farmer, knowing the chemical constituents of
the soil which he cultivates, can intelligently supply the
waste. He knows the relatige proportions ceﬁeﬁﬁed of nitrate
of soda, muriate of potash, sulphate of potash and acid
phosphates consumed in the production of his crops. He knows,
moreover, how much of these may be returned to the scil by
the use of barn~yard fertilizers and how much must be sup-
plied from artificial sources. Tracts of land that were
supposed tc be exhausted by continuocus cultivation have by
artificial manures had their fertility restored, and the ob-
ject of the intelligent farmer, by the use of natural and
artificial agencies, is to keep the nmutritive properties
of his soil undiminished and if possible to add thereunto.

Like intelligence is applied to determine the

best metheds of preparing the soil for the reception of

the seeds, the. best methods of planting and the best methods
of cultivation. Atmospheric agencies play an important part
in the development and maturity of the crop. The intelligent
farmer familiarizes himself with the best means of making

these natural agencies available for his purpcse, the




cereals being grown for the sustenance of human life and

for the nourishment of his live stock. The intelligent

farmer studies to know how these elements may become

more available for nutrition and to this end familiar-

izes himgelf with the laws of nutrition and growth, He

has learned to know how he may feel his cattle, sheep,

horses and swine for the attainment of a definite purpcse.

He may feed to obtain muscular draft power, speed, muscu-

lar endurance; he may feed for beef or for milk; he may

feed for mutton or wool. But to obtain these various and

varied results he must supply nutrition upon acientific
principles, learning by experiment how tc adapt the means
at his disposal tc the ends desired.

The knowledge thus obtained of the origin of
soils, their physical properties, their chemical constitu-
ents, how plants feed and how plants grow, how animals
feed and how animals grow, is indispensable to the intel-
ligent farmer. It thus becomes manifest that he draws
largely for his knowledge upon soil physics, chemistry,
botany and zdology, and a more or less intimate acquain-
tance with these subjects supplies him with the basis of
a rational procedure. Without a knowledge of the laws
of animal and of plant 1life, the effort to improve his
cereals, his grasses, his hemp and his tobacco would be
a haphazard procedure which might or might not yield the
results sought, and so the effort to improve his live-
stock would be equally futile and inavailing without the
kncwledge based upon the natural sciences.

Within the last fifty years, Experiment Stations
in connection with the Agricultural Colleges established
under the Morrill Act of Congress in 1887 have done much
for intelligent agriculture. The thousands of students
educated in the Agricultural Colleges and in the Experiment
Stations connected therewith have greatly cheapened, as
well as improved, agricultural processes, and in eome parts

of the country have completely revolutionized agriculture.

It will be the object of the Kentucky Farmer to bring to




=B

the knowledge of the farmers experimental processes and
results definitely obtained, to stimulate a healthy ac-
tivity in rural pursuits and attachment to rural life.

For generations, perhaps centuries to come,
agriculture muet be the predominant industry in Kentucky.
There are within the State boundless mineral resources whizch
will be developed in time, but the main-stay of the Common-
wealth will be the products of the soil and its stock feed
ing and stock breeding. Intensive farming is now more to
be desired than extensive. To double cor treble the number
of bushels of corn grown upon an acre or the number of
bushels of wheat or of cats or of rye or the number of tons
of bay or of clover or alfalfa, with the same amount of
labor applied, equals in results doubling or trebling the
number of acres cultivated, because with identical results
obtained there is economy in both labor and capital. These

most desirable results it will be the object of the Kentucky

Farmer to encourage, to stimmlate and to realize.







No radical changes in courses of study should
be made without the sanction of the Board of Trustees. This
is the spirit &f not the letter of the law.

The proposed new schedule of the College of Arts
and Science, which incorporates in it the first year's
work in the Collgge of Law, would neither enlarge nor cur-
tail the course of study in the College of Law, nor would
it shorten the period required fér its completion. From
this point of view, the College of Law would d@erive no bene-
fit from the proposed schedule.

This arrangement might, however, affect very
materially the course of study in arts and science.

(a). If the course of study in the College of
Arts and Science be already adequate, sufficiently full,
the addition of 188 hours in law would overweight a course
which is hypothetically sufficiently full already.

(b). If the course in Arts and Science be not
sufficiently full and adequate, it should be filled up
and rounded out and made complete by the incorporation of
new matter germane to its course, or by the enlargement
of existing departments which make up the course. Law is
not germane to the course in Arts and Science, nor indeed
is it germane to any existing course in the University
proper. It deals with subject matter wholly extraneous
to courses of study in the University proper. The law

gchool is not an integral part of the under-graduate work

of the University, but an annex.

of
(¢). The proposed inclusion/ the first year's

work of the Law College in the College of Arts and Science
would , upon the admission of the Dean of the. College of
Law, diminish the receipts from Law College fees very ma-
terially. These fees are already too low and would by the
proposed schedule cut the body of fees in half. On the
basis of the matriculation of the present year, it would
involve a net loss of §1015. This movement, though well

intended, grows out of a mania for innovation which finds
o




o
expression in the unnecessary multiplication of courses
of study in many of the universities of the land and the
introduction of electives, in which many have gone to
extravagent extremes. Indeed there is a general outcry all
over the country to the effect that in the multiplication

of courses of study and the introduction of electives the

universities have lost their heads and have run wild. Many

of them have become cognizant of this folly and are now
retracing their steps, having discovered that the unnec-—
essary multiplication of courses and introduction of elec-
tives are déstructive of the best collegiate and university
organization.

(d). The inevitable tendency, whether foreseen
by the promoters of the scheme or not, will be_to disin-
tegrate the course of Arts and Science.

From all these points of view, I feel bound to
dissent from the proposed innovation. The Board of Trus-
tees alone in my opinion have power to authorize and to
sanction radical changes and on this basis and on this

contention I appeal to the Board.
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