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INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

KENTUCKY GEOLOGICAL SURVEY,
Lexivcron, Ky., April, 1878.
Professor N. S. SHALER, Director Kentucky Geological Survey :
Dear Sik: I have the honor to make herewith a report of
the results of the chemical work performed for the Kentucky
Geological Survey from February of last year up to the pres-
ent time,

CHEMICAL LABORATORY, }

Very respectfully,
ROBERT PETER.
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CHEMICAL REPORT OF THE SOILS, COALS,
ORES, PIG IRONS, CLAYS, MARLS,
MINERAL WATERS, ROCKS,

&c., OF KENTUCKY.

Of the chemical analyses herewith reported, more than one
hundred and thirty in number, seventy-four are of soils, sub-
soils, and under-clays; of which three, reported in the Ap-
pendix, are from Texas. These latter were examined for the
purpose of comparison with our Kentucky soils.

The limits of variation, in the proportions of the essential
ingredients of the seventy-one Kentucky soils, are shown in
the following table, viz:

Per ct. | Number. | County. Fer cent. : Number. | County,
[
Organic and volatile maters vary from . . .| ¢.185 | in 2,037 | in Hardin |to 2.045 | in 1,086 | in Allen
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides vary |
[ - A AR R A 24.455 | in 2,015 | in Graot  |to 3.005 | in 3, in Grayson
Lime carbun:u varfes from . . . . . . . . . G435 | in x,0r% | in Girant o .o30 | in 1@, in Allen
Magnesia variess from. , . . . . ... . .. L824 | In 3,0az | in Gramt 0 o35 | in 3,042 | in Hardin
Phusphoric acid varies from. . . . . . . .. .Bz3 | in z,0r4 |inGrant [to _or3 | in r,p68 | in Allen
Pqu:h extracted by acids varies from . . . .| 1.778 | in 2,022 | inGrant  [to  .o35 | in 2,041 | in
acids varies from . . . . . By | in 2,000 | inGrant 1o traces | in several
Saml ud insotuble silicates vary from. . . . 55.040 | In 2,015 | in Grant wor.gbe | in 1,967 | in Allen
Water, expelled at 38° F., vanes from . . .| a.7i5 | in 2,037 | in Hardin [to  .483 | in 2,0 in Grayson
Water, cxpelled at :1P F  varies from . . .| &.575 | in 2,003 | mGrant (10 .gse | in r,£ in Allen
Potash, in the insoluble silicates, vmnfrom 2.geo | in 2,037 | in Hardin |0 .723 | in l.m in Barren
Soda, in the inscluble silicates, varies from . 1.704 | in 3,005 | in Grang w .oz |in 2 in Oidham

e

In the sample of cretaceous soil from Collins county, Texas,
called **black waxy ' soil, there were 17.085 per cent. of lime
carbonate, 0.497 of potash extracted by acids, while the 61.840
per cent. of sand and insoluble silicates contained only 0.443
per cent. of potash in the insoluble silicates.

The specimens from Grant county, which appear to such
advantage in this comparative table, are of heavy, tough
under-clays, excavated from some of the cuts on the Cincin-
nati Southern Railroad, some of which were called by the
doubtful name of *‘hard pan” by the contractors. From the
too large proportion of clay which they contain, as well as
their resulting physical constitution, they would by no means

prove as productive, under culture, as might be inferred from
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6 CHEMICAL REPORT.

their chemical composition alone. The fact that favorable
physical conditions are as necessary to the fertility of the soil
as the chemical conditions, has long been known; but both the
chemical and physical are equally indispensable.

These heavy under-clays, which are so rich in some of the
mineral elements of plant nourishment, might doubtless be
used with advantage, in the manner of marl, as a top-dressing
on light or sandy, poor or exhausted soils. They would also
answer for common pottery or bricks.

The five samples of coals examined, from Butler, Greenup,
and Madison counties, presented the usual characteristics of
our good Kentucky coals, some of them being better than the
average, because of their small proportions of ash and sul-
phur, especially the sample from Big Hill, in Madison county.

The /limonite iron ores, from Lyon and Trigg counties,
proved to be rich, containing from 46.320 to 50.195 per cent.
of iron; they are also remarkably free from sulphur, and
contain less than the average of phosphorus, which latter
ingredient was found in them only in the proportions of from
0.079 to 0.220 per cent. of the ore. The pig irons smelted
from these ores were found also to be generally of very good
quality.

Amongst the c/ays which were analyzed, that from Bald
Knob Church, Ohio county—No. 2076—was found to be quite
refractory, and it may very probably be made available for
fire-clay if in sufficient abundance.

Seventeen different samples of /fimiestorne were examined,
many of which were from the phosphatic layers in the blue
limestone of Fayette county, mentioned in the preceding
Report. In fourteen samples, mostly from the same quarry,
and all from the same neighborhood, the proportions of phos-
phoric acid were found to vary from 1.462 per cent. in No.
2002 up to 21.940 per cent. in sample four of No. 2004.
(See Fayette county.)

While these interesting phosphatic layers, in the Lower
Silurian limestone of this county, have not as yet been found
regular and continuous enough, perhaps, to justify working for
164



CHEMICAL REFORT. 7

the manufacture of superphosphate, they are yet quite inter-
esting, as throwing much light on the superior fertility of our
Lower Silurian, or so-called '* Blue-grass soil.”” As will be
seen, the analyses of some of the most abundant of the fossils
ol this limestone did not develop in these any unusual pro-
portion of phosphoric acid.

One of the limestones analyzed—No. 2073—a ferruginous
limestone from Rough creek, Ohio county, was found, when
calcined, to possess the properties of hydraulic cement.

The lead ore found in our limestone, usually associated
with zinc sulphide in veins of baryta sulphate, examined for
silver, was found to give the usual negative result. Indeed,
general experience, hitherto, seems to show that very little
silver is associated with the galena found in undisturbed lime-
stone layers; that ore being most generally argentiferous
which is in veins in the rocks which have been much dis-
turbed by volcanic action.

The re-examination ol the mineral waters of the Olympian
Springs, in Bath county, and of the Lower Blue Lick Springs,
in Nicholas county, has developed several interesting facts.
Not only is it shown that the general composition of these
celebrated waters has not been altered, or the waters weak-
ened seunsibly, during the considerable period intervening be-
tween the analyses, but also several new ingredients, in small
quantities, have been discovered in them. Not the least
interesting of these are boracic acid and lithium compounds.
Compounds of barium and strotium found in these, also in
minute proportions, are believed to be, like the above sub-
stances, more generally prevalent than was formerly supposed.

Several other mineral waters, deserving of a more complete
examination, were qualitatively examined. Kentucky is quite
rich in these waters, and a more systematic study of them
than has, as yet, been possible, is desirable.

The chemical analyses of the askes of the Hungarian grass,
German millet, &c., together with the microscopic photographs
of parts of their silicious skeletons by Mr. Alex. T. Parker and

Mr. J. Mullen, and the experimznts to discover the nature of
1hg



8 CHEMICAL REPORT.

the peculiar “root action' of these plants in their decompo-
sition of the silicates of the soil, as well as to determine the
nature of the special acid solvents exuded from the plants for
this purpose, detailed in the Appendix, throw some light on
the mysterious selective power ol vegetables, by which ma-
terials, very different in kind and quantity, are appropriated
by different plants from a soil common to all. Some, because
probably of superior decomposing power which they exert
over the silicates of the soil, being able to extract essential
mineral ingredients and thrive, where others die of inanition,
for want of the proper solvent or digestive agent.

To produce the silicious cell-casts and skeleton of the Hun-
garian grass and German millet, the silicious material must
have been dissolved in water, in unusually large proportion, in
the vicinity of the roots of these plants. Unless in solution,
it could not penetrate the cell walls.

It is well known to chemists that when silicates are decom-
posed, by acids or other agents, in the presence of water,
that the silicic acid thus produced is soluble to a large amount
in that fluid; but that it may again be easily brought to an
insoluble condition, as it exists in flint or sand, by the subse-
quent separation of the water; and this fact, with the demon-
stration of the exudation from the rootlets of these plants of
an acid fluid containing oxalic, phosphoric, and other acids,
probably in greater quantity than is produced by many other
vegetables, enables us to guess how these may decompose
more of the silicates of the soil than other plants and absorb
more dissolved silicic acid.

Plants, like animals, vary greatly in their natural power
of appropriating essential elements of food. Some live and
thrive on food of most difficult digestion; others, like the
young of most animals, require nourishment in the most sol-
uble and available condition. Some. like the Hungarian grass
and other plants which grow on sterile soils, can extract their
essential mineral food from the hardest stony particles; others,
like our ordinary grain-producing plants, depend more on the

natural soil solution, which brings their food to their roots
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CHEMICAL REPORT. 9

already in a condition to be most readily absorbed. Peculiar
root action on the soil is no doubt common, in a greater or
less degree, to all plants; yet, that the common soil solution,
produced by the solvent action of the atmospheric waters
upon the soil ingredients, is also a common source of plant
food, is equally demonstrable.

ALLEN COUNTY.

No. 1967—SoiL, labeled ** Virgin soil, from the surface of the
tract of land of about fifty square miles;in exlent, in the
eastern part of Allen county, called the ‘Buncombe tract.’ A
very poor district. Forest growth: scrub oak, black oak, pop-
lar, chestnut, hickory, &c. Produces aboul three lo frve barrels
of corn lo the acre (equal lo fiftcen lto twenly-five bushels).
Sub-stratum arenaceous, clayey, and calcareo-silicious rocks;
decayed lo the depth of fifteen feet.” Collected by Rev. Her-
man Hertzer,

The dried soil is of a light dirty-buff color. The coarse
sieve removed from it only a few small ferruginous concre-
tions. The silicious residue, after digestion in acids, all passed
through fine bolting-cloth, except a small proportion of small
rounded grains of quartz and undecomposed silicates, and a
;ew very small silicified entrochi.

No. 1968—* SuBSOIL of the next preceding soil,’ &c., &e. Col-
lected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

Of a lighter and more yellowish buff color than the pre-
ceding ; containing fewer small ferruginous concretions. The
fine bolting-cloth separated from the silicious residue only a
few small rounded grains of quartz and of undecomposed
silicates of various tints.

No. 1969—* SURFACE SoOIL, one year in cultivation. Upland.
Land of William H. H. Mitchell, one mile west of Scottsville,
Allen county. Forest growlh : a maple grove. Product: fifty
to sixly bushels of corn lto the acre.” Collected by Rev. Her-
man Hertzer.

The dried soil is of a light greyish-umber color. The coarse
167



10 CHEMICAL REPORT.

sieve removed from it a few angular fragments of ferrugihous
quartzose rock. The fine bolting-cloth separated from silicious
tesidue a small quantity of fine rounded particles of quartz and
undecomposed silicates of a reddish-grey color.

No. 1970—* SuBsoIL of the next preceding,” &c., &e.  Col-
lected by Rev. Herman Herizer.

The dried subsoil is very much in color like the surface
soil, being only slightly lighter. The coarse sieve and bolt-
ing-cloth removed similar fragments and particles from the
soil and the silicious residue. The rounded particles of unde-
composed silicates and quartz amounted to about four and a
half per cent. of the subsoil.

No. 1971—* Surrace SoiL. Upland, from the farm of Wm.
H. H. Mitchell (same localily as the preceding), whick has
been in cultivation for sixly years. Yields twenty-five bushels
of corn per acre; eight to len bushels of wheat; or fifteen to
twenty of oals. Original forest growtl - chestnut, maple, oaks,
poplar, &c. Geological formation: the Keokuk Group—cal-
careo-silicious and argillaccous rocks and shales; decayed to
the depth of twenty feet below the soil.”” Collected by Rew.
Herman Hertzer.

The dried soil is of a buff color. The coarse sieve sepa-
rated from it some small quartzose concretions, silicified entro-
chi, and iron gravel. The silicious residue, from the digestion
in acid, all passed the fine bolting-cloth except a few rounded
grains of milky quartz and of dark-colored undecomposed sili-
cates, with some minute silicified entrochi.

No. 1972—* SuBsoiL of the next preceding.” &'c.  Collected by
Rev. Herman Hertzer.
The subsoil is lighter and brighter colored than the surface
soil. The coarse sieve removed from it fewer quartzose and
ferruginous concretions than from that, and the bolting-cloth

separated fewer silicious particles.
568



CHEMICAL REPFOURT. | §

COMPOSITION OF THESE ALLEN COUNTY ‘:'iﬂll,.":-, DRIED AT 212° F.

R —— - re—— -—

Mo, agly. EN 1564, ||.'Nvl'¢h lpﬁp ,Hﬂ. 7o, ]Nn 1g71. | No. 1972,
Organic and volatile matters . . . . . . . . . 1. ::E F 3.045% F 5.475 o A 7. 745 3.450
Alumina and iron and mangancs: oxides. . 3.t 587 5.6 7- 34 5. 453 l.x
Limccarbomate. . . « = « « 2 = + = 5 = & » & Lie | O30 . §ac 4o N .
Magoesia . . . s r 0 vt sa w8 s e a s L1of | . 524 | N Sg -
Phosphoricacid . . . « v o« = = & a0 = = . .ong | a3 .56 | T .oy g
Sulphuric acid . . . . . . . . . e s 8 20« o) Notesiimated.
Potmab , . .00 0 acesssseaasa Slgq | 1ho ; 148 . 3Bo | . 1 15
- e IR S PP | 4l L3t | 210 175 | 143 105
Sand and insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . .. g2,y go by | 85 740 Bg.ogo | go.440 B8 040
Water, expelled at 387 F, . . . . . . . . . . .G5a | Brs 0 2900 1,635 : .Bgo
Tl o T I e R i 100,335 ¢ 9y ghe | 100, 20 93.37% | 100, oG8 | 100.c09
Ew—— ==-—I — .—i__? W :
molst | gn-: 285 i | 1. 550
O G T o o950 | i Z. 475 7. 315 1,175 .
?n:.l-h in the insduble silicates . . . . . . . . | SR | .58 i) By 1.081 | i.a88
Soda in the insoluble silicawes . . . . . . . . . ! 751 ! LG I L3l ¥ - 154 | casfl
¥ I
Character of thesoil . . . . . .. . .. ... |Virgin soil. Subsoil New sail | Subsil, | Old feld, l Subaoil.
i y E

The unproductiveness of the soils Nos. 1967 and 1968,
from the so-called Buncombe tract, finds an explanation in
their chemical composition as detailed above. Both surface
soil and subsoil show a very marked deficiency of phosphoric
acid, the proportions of which, 0.019 and 0.013 per cent. only,
are smaller than have been found in any other Kentucky soils.
This deficiency alone would cause sterility ; but it fortunately
can be remedied quite easily by means of top dressings of
fertilizers containing phosphates, such as commercial super-
phosphate of lime, bone-dust, or good guano. These soils
are also somewhat dcficient in organic matters (humus), lime,
&c., and may no doubt be greatly improved by the cultivation
of clover, with top dressings of plaster of Paris or slaked
lime, and the plowing under of the green crop after one
year's grazing with hogs or cattle. The relative small pro-
portion of alumina, &c., to the sand and silicates, which
makes them what are called a '*hungry soil,”” may be meas-
urably remedied by the judicious use of such clay marls as
may be accessible. The alkalies, potash, and soda are not
greatly deficient in these soils, yet the use of wood ashes, or
some other alkaline fertilizer, would doubtless increase their
fertility.

The soils Nos. 1969-1950 and 1971-1972, differing so
greatly in productiveness—soil 1969 producing flty to sixty
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12 CHEMICAL REPORT.

bushels of corn to the acre, and the others only twenty-five
bushels—also exhibit very significant differences in their chem-
ical composition. Taking the surface soils for comparison, we
find the more productive soil, No. 1969, contains nearly twice
as much organic matters and phosphoric acid as the less fer-
tile one, No. 1971, and that this latter “essential ingredient,
phosphoric acid, is notably deficient in the less productive
soils. Another marked difference is found in the relative pro-
portions of lime and magnesia, the great deficiency of which
in the old field soils seems to indicate that their present infe-
riority is probably as much owing to an original difference of
composition as to the deteriorating influence of the sixty
years of cultivation. This supposition is strengthened by the
relatively higher proportion of potash in the old field soil.

The remarks on the improvement of the soil of the Bun-
combe tract apply also to this old field soil.

BARREN COUNTY.
So1Ls AND SvBsonns, &c.

No. 1973—"“VIrRGIN SoiL, from the farm of Major J. S. Bariow,
in the ‘Barrvens,! four miles east of Cave City, Barren county.”
Collected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

“ Geological formation: St. Louis limestone, the partly de-
composed rock six feet beneath the surface. Very rich soil
generally in the *Barrens.” The * Barrens.” so-called because
of the absence of forest growth in early times, extend from
Hardin county through Barren, Warren, and Simpson coun-
ties. Formerly ‘prairie’ land, now overgrown with a young
forest of black oak, scrub oak, walinut, beech, and hickory.”

The dried soil is of a light umber color. Clods friable.
The coarse sieve removed from it only a small quantity of
small fragments of decomposing chert and iron gravel. The
silicious residue, after digestion in acids, all passed through
fine bolting-cloth, except a small quantity of particles of partly
decomposed silicates, and somre few clear quartz grains.

No. 1974— “SoiL, sixly years in cultivation, from the same
locality as the last. Average crops: of lobacco, one thousand
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CHEMICAL REFORT. 13

two hundred pounds; wheat, fifteen bushels; corn, forty to

Sifty bushels.” Collected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

The dried soil is of an umber color, slightly darker than
that of the preceding soil. The clods are friable. The coarse
sieve separated from it about forty per cent. in weight of angu-
lar fragments of decomposing chert. The silicious residue all
passed through the fine bolting-cloth, with the exception of
some small angular particles of partly decomposed silicates.

[From the comparative color and chemical composition of
these two soils, it is probable that their labels were accident-
ally interchanged. |

‘No. 1975—" SuBsoIL of the two preceding soils,” &c., &e.

The dried subsoil is of a light grey-brown color; is
somewhat cloddy, the clods being firm. The coarse sieve
removed from it only a few small fragments of decomposing
chert. The silicious residue, after digestion in acids, all
passed through fine bolting-cloth, except some small parti-
cles of partly decomposed silicates, and a few small rounded
quartz grains.

No. 1976—* VikGIN SoiL, from the farm of Daniel Davasher,
southern part of Barren counly. Geological formalion : sili-
cious gril, decomposed fifteen feel deep. Forest growih : beeck,
kickory, oaks, poplar, and chestnut.’ Collected by Rev. Her-

man Herizer,
The dried soilis of a light 'I::nn::nl.lwnish-grtezg,ir color., The

coarse sieve removed from it about twenty-two per cent.
of coarse angular fragments of ferruginous sandstone and
silicious concretions. The bolting-cloth separated from the
silicious residue some silicious particles, grey, white, and
flesh-colored, with a few of partly decomposed silicates.

No. 1977—* SURFACE SoIL; in cullivation for thirly years; from
the same farm as the next preceding. Yield: of corn, forly
bushels; of wheat, len lo Sifteen bushels; of tobacco, eight
hundred pounds.”” Collected by Rev. Herman Hertzer,

The dried soil is of a light dirty-buff color. The coarse

sieve removed from it about seven per cent. of coarse silicious
1731



14 CHEMICAL REPORT.

fragments, and the silicious residue left on the fine bolting-
cloth a few particles similar in character to those of the virgin
soil.

No. 1978—*SusBsoIL of the necxt preceding,” &c., &c.  Col-
lected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

The dried subsoil is of a grey buff color. It contains about
eleven per cent. of coarse angular silicious fragments and
concretions, and its silicious residue gave fewer silicious par-
ticles by the fine bolting-cloth than the preceding.

No. 1979—* VIRGIN So1L, from the farm of Mrs. M. E. Dauwis,
eight miles south of Glasgow, Barren countly. Geological for-
mation : silicious or Rekokuk Group. [Forest growth: black
walnut, becch, sugar-tree, Ge., &c.”’  Collected by Rev. Her-
man Hertzer.

The dried soil is of a light grey-umber color. The coarse
sieve removed from it less than five per cent. of coarse angu-
lar silicious fragments and concretions. The silicious residue,
from digestion in acids, all passed through the fine bolting-
cloth, except small greyish, reddish, and white particles of
quartz and partly decomposed silicates.

No. 1980—'* SURFACE SolL, sixly years in cullivation ; from the
same farm as the preceding. Geological formation - silicious
or Keokuk Group, rocks decayed fto depth of twelve to fifteen
Jeet.  Auverage crops . of lobacco, onc thousand lo eleven hund-
red pounds; of corn, twenly-five to forly bushels." Collected
by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

The dried soil is a little lighter colored and more yellowish
than the preceding. The coarse sieve removed. from it but a
very small proportion of small angular silicious and ferrugi-
nous fragments, and the silicious residue contained fewer small
silicious grains than the preceding.

No. 1981 —* SuBsolL of the next preceding,” &c., &c.  Col-
lected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

The dried subsoil is of a brownish-buff color. The coarse
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CHEMICAL REPORT. 15

sieve separated from it only a very small proportion of small
silicious and ferruginous gravel. The fine bolting-cloth re-
moved from the silicious residue a considerable proportion
of soft, partly decomposed silicate grains, and but few hard
silicious particles.

No. 1982—** SURFACE Sou, sixty years in cullivation ; from the
same farm as the preceding. DBottom land. [nexhaunstible
because of annnal inundation. Average crop: fifly bushels
of corn.” Collected by Rev. Herman Hertzer.

The dried soil is of a light brownish-umber color. The
coarse sieve separated only a very small proportion of small
silicio—ferruginous fragments, and the silicious residue, from
digestion in acids, all passed through the fine bolting-cloth.

No. 1983—* SussoIL of the next preceding.” &c., &c.  Col-
lected by Rev. Herman Hertzer,

The dried subsoil is slightly more brownish in tint than the
preceding. The coarse sieve removed from it but a very small
proportion of silicio=ferruginous gravel, Like that of the
preceding, the silicious residue all passed through the fine
bolting-cloth, leaving upon it no small silicious particles.
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CHEMICAL REPORT. 1y

The reasons for believing that the labels of soils Nos. 1973
and 1974 have been accidentally interchanged, is the greater
proportions of organic matters, lime, magnesia, and phospho-
ric acid, and the smaller quantity of sand and insoluble sili-
cates in 1974 than in 1973. The greater proportion of potash
in the latter is also corroborative of this supposition because
the subsoil is richer in this alkali than the surface soils.

These Barren county soils are above the average in native
fertility, and would require only skillful management, with a
judicious rotation of crops and the occasional use of special
fertilizers, as may be indicated, to keep them up to a high
degree of productiveness.

BATH COUNTY.
MINERAL WaATERS, &c., oF THE OLYMPIAN SPRINCS.

The principal waters of these celebrated springs were qual-
itatively examined by the writer about the year 1848-'9, and
the results were published in volume Il of the first series of
Reports of the Geological Survey of Kentucky, pages 208-
210. About ten years thereafter (in 1858-"9) more extended
quantitative analyses were made by him of samples of these
waters, sent to his laboratory in bottles by Mr. H. Gill, the
proprietor. As such analyses of the waters forwarded in bot-
tles could not include the gases, and, moreover, were liable to
accidental errors, the writer visited these springs in August
last (1877), accompanied by his son, Alfred M. Peter, in order
to quantitatively estimate the gases in the recent waters; to
evaporate a sufficient quantity on the spot to enable him to
estimate their minuter saline ingredients, and to collect with
care, in very clean glass-stoppered bottles, enough of the
waters of the several springs for complete quantitative analy-
ses in his laboratory in Lexington.

The hydrogen sulphide was estimated in the recent waters
at the springs, by the volumetric process, with the use of a
deci-normal iodine solution, &c., and the carbonic acid, thrown
down in a measured quantity of the waters, by an ammoniacal
solution of barium chloride, was separated and weighed at the

laboratory.
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THE SULPHUR WATERS OF THE OLYMFIAN SPRINGS.

No. 1984—*SaLt SuLrHur WaTeR.” Well at the saloon, near
the main house or hotel. The waler is raised by a pump in
the well, whick is eight to ten fect deep. The spring is said to
yield aboul two hundred and seventy gallons per hour. The
lemperature of the waler was found to be 56° F., when that of
the atmosphere was 75° F. The waler forms a slight yellowish
or ochreous incrustation on the glass tumblers used at the well.
1t exhibits a slightly alkaline reaction.

No. 1985—* BLack SurLpHUR WATER.” From an open well,
about a gquarter of a mile nearly south of the main house, in
the bottom ground just at the jfoof of the hill. The waler is
confined in a barrel without lheads, sunk info the ground.
The temperatlure of the waler in the barrel was 57° F. [lis
sediment is nearly black, and il exhibils a slightly alkaline
reaction.

No. 1986—*“WHiTE Surrnur WATER." From a rather feeble
spring aboul three miles from the Olympian Springs.

This spring was not visited by the writer, but a demijohn of
the water was sent to the “Springs™ by John D. Young, Esq.
The hydrogen sulphide, therefore, was not estimated.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE BATH COUNTY SULPHUR WATERS.
In 1000 parts of the water.

lNa:- 1986,

No. zgs+i No. 198s.
Hydrogen salphide gas . . . . . 0.0011 o.0012 not est.
Carbonic acid gas (CO2) . . . . 0,2400 .2781 not est.
Lime carbonate . . . . 0. 1975 o.0158 0.0744
Magnesia carbonate . . . . . . .0506 -0046 0316
Baryta carbonate. . . . . . : o128 | . ... L L. ... Held i |
Strontia carbonate . . . . . . . o8 | S W e wlaiisie S ; ']': mutt'::nn
Iron carbonate . . . . . . . . . 0025 m‘u.] ylLl; A
Alumina . . . . + « « « « . . . 0006 [.. . . . ic
Manganese carbonate and phos- i' w031
phoricacid . . . . . . . .. traces, traces. |
Lime sulphate . . . . . . e e 008 3 0061 .0039
Potash sulphate . . . . . . . .. . . .. JOO31 0133
Sodasulphate . . . . .. .. .}. .. .. L0025 .
Soda carbonate. . . . . . traces| not est . 3247 L3113
Calcium chloride . . . . . . . . N -1 K T TR
Magnesium chloride . . . . . . 089 l. . . ... LOOTE
Sodium chloride . . . . . . . . 4.8097 1208 .1326
Potassium chloride . . . . . . .| VR L s o wa o] aws aia
Lithium chloride . . . . . . . .! omg trace trace
Sodiom bromide . . . . . . . . L A o
Sodiom iodide and sulphide . . . trace. trace trace.
Boracicacid. . . . . . . . . L trace. trace. trace.
Siliea .. + .+ . . ... .0232 L0124 o115
Traces of organic matter uld lnss, .0340 Ohg 1. . . . .
Total saline matters in mm

parts . . . . . + » . 5.4168 0. 5088 o.6286

Specific gravity of the water . . 1.004 | not est. not est.

These interesting sulphur waters present considerable dif-
ferences in their chemical composition.
the saloon contains greatly more chlorides than the others,
and especially much more sodium chloride (common salt) than
they, while the black and white sulphurs are much more alka-
line from the presence of a considerable quantity of carbonate

of soda.

The salt sulphur of

They also contain more alkaline sulphates.

All of

them have a notable quantity of iron carbonate, of which
chalybeate ingredient the salt sulphur and the black sulphur

contain the largest proportions.

The quantity in the white

sulphur was not separately determined, but is doubtless quite

minute.
YOL. Y.—-12
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These waters, and particularly those of the salt sulphur
well, are applicable to the treatment of a great variety of
chronic diseases, under judicious medical advice, combining,
as they do, saline, alkaline, and chalybeate properties, with
those of the hydrogen sulphide, and the bromides and
iodides. They are found to be diuretic, diaphoretic, tonic,
and alterative, when used internally, not usually exerting
much aperient action; and when employed in the bath, for
which purpose the salt sulphur is used exclusively, they are
valuable in the treatment of cutaneous affections, &c.

The very small proportions of barium, strontium, aluminum,
and lithium compounds, together with those of boracic and
phosphoric acids, which were detected in this recent re-exam-
ination of these waters, interesting as their discovery may be
to the philosopher, cannot be supposed to exert much influ-
ence in their medicinal action, yet, doubtless, they are not
without effect.

Since the detection of barium and strontium compounds in
these waters containing sulphates, the attention of the writer
was drawn to a recent communication of M, Dieulafait to the
Academy of Science of Paris, as to the very general presence
of strontium carbonate or sulphate in the sea waters, as well
as in limestone, gypsum, and the fossil remains of the mol-
lusca, and saline mineral waters generally. According to his
statement, only forty-four out of eight hundred of such
waters, &c., failed to show distinct evidence of the presence
of strontium.

On examining Liebig's analysis of the celebrated Aeiser-
quelle (Emperor well), at Aix-la-Chapelle, in Rhenish Prussia,
one of the most noted waters of Europe, and an early resort
of the Romans, a remarkable resemblance in general com-
position may be seen between this and the salt sulphur water
of the Olympian Springs, as the following comparative table

shows:
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Salt sulphur I Water of
water of . Emperor Well,
Olympian Springs. Aix-la-Chapelle.
|
Limecarbonate . . . . . . . « « & + & & + = o.1975 o.1580
Magnesia carbonate . ., . . . . . . . . . ‘4% -0506 .0510
Barytacarbonate . . . + . + -+ + v 4 4 . . . .0128 P
Strontia carbomatg . . . .« . . - s 40 .. <0045 L0002
Ironcarbonate . . . . & 4 o o & « o 4 & & 4 » o025 000k
RIGHIBE o o v s s R e R e EEE wee OO0 t
Manganese, phosphoricacid . . . . . . . . .. traces. i
Limesolphate. . . . . . . ... ... .... 0083 traces.
Potashsulphate ... - = . & = ¢ v 2 =2 5 & & & 2|0 o s 28 = s 4+ 22 . 1540
&dl ‘ut hlt¢ ------ - L] - - L ] L ] L - L] L] - & L] - * L] r Ll L "slu
Sodacarbonate . . . « + + « & « & & . R traces. 6500
Lithimcarbonate . . . . . . = ¢ « &« &« = = = =« = e Pl e T OO0
Lithiuom chloride . . « =« = & &+ = + - = =« = & = 0008 . .40 0. .
Calciomchloride. . . . +. « &+ & « 2 « &+ s = s = L0213 P T
Magnesiom chloride . . . . . - « . <« & . . . B T T S .
umchloride . . . . . & & ¢ 4 4 &+ & &+ & & 4.8997 2.6390
FPotassiom chlornde. . « . . = @ & o= @ @ & B & @ LJORRE | e e e e e e e s
Sodiom bromide . . . « + & &« . = 2 = & &« = & « Lo16h L0036
".E‘nﬂi.um hl’li?lﬂidt ® & ® ® ® ¥ & @ & & = = & @ | & & & W & F & & -m
Sodium lulPhidt ................ traces, 0195
Sodivmiodide . . . . & . . & & - 2 0 4. .. traces. traces.
Bl'.ll.'ll:ii: “idi B ®@ & & & & @ » ®# ® @ @® & # # 2 a tm ------- L
Silica .. - . . - + & = = 2 2 8 5 2 2 8 28 2 0232 .0b61
Organic matters; &e. . - . -« « « & 2 - o . O340 0752
Total saline matters in loooparts ., . . . . . . 5.4168 | 4. 1020
————— et e e - ——— ———————
Temperature . . « « « « = s s o s o s + = = | 56° F. 131° F.

The Aix-la-Chapelle are hot springs, and the water con-
tains more alkaline sulphates and carbonates, with less of
chlorides and bromides, than our salt sulphur water; but the
general resemblance of their chemical composition is close,
especially as they contain nearly the same gaseous ingre-
dients.

One object in view in the re-examination of the Olympian
Spring waters was to ascertain whether their proportion of
saline matters had been diminished in the lapse of nearly
twenty years since the first analyses were made by the writer.
It is interesting to see that no notable change in this respect
has occurred. (See vol. 4, p. 69, Reports Geological Survey of
Kentucky, first series). The slight apparent difference being
probably due to less perfect drying of the total saline matters

in the former analyses,
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CHALYBEATE MINERAL WATERS oF THE OLYMPIAN SPRINGS
No. 1987—* MaiN CuUALYBEATE SPRING ; in a valley, about half

a mile norilk of the main building, Olympian Springs.”

The water runs, over a wooden gutter, out of the ferrugin-
ous magnesian limestone, which lies under the Devonian shale,
at the base of the hill, about four feet above the bed of the
so-called * Chalybeate Branch,” which runs into Mud Lick.
The spring yields about three litres of water per minute (7. e.,
somewhat more than three quarts). The temperature of the
water is 54° Fahrenheit. It deposits a sediment in its channel
of outflow, which is of a ferruginous-brown color. The water,
as it flows out of its source, is remarkably clear, but exposure
to the air, by the removal of carbonic acid and the substitution
of oxygen, converts the dissolved iron carbonate into the hy-
drated peroxide, which is insoluble in water.

The dried Serruginous sediment, on analysis, was found to
contain about 65 per cent. of #ron peroxide, about 20 per cent.
of soluble silica. with notable proportions of Zime and magnesia
carbonales, and traces of manganese, phosphoric and apocrenic
acids. Hydrosulphuric acid did not detect the presence of
arsenic or any metal of that group.

No. 1988—* CHALVBEATE SPrING, flowing oul of a crevice in
the ferruginous magnesian limestone in the bed of the Chalyb-
eale Branch, about sixly yards above the main chalyvbeate
spring above described.”

It deposits a ferruginous sediment in the bed of the branch

of a light brownish-orange color.
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COMFQSITION OF THESE OLYMPIAN SPRING CHALYBEATE WATERS.
In the 1000 parts

No. 1987 | Ne. |933.}
] B -__._l
FI'EE I:ﬂfbﬂl]il: “id EH # # L] - L] & - - - - . , | L, I n' 1214 | ﬂ-.:h ‘
Ironcarbonate . . . . . - = & & & = = & « &« « = ! 0.0242 | 0.0100 | Held in so-
Lime carbonate . ., . . . « &« + + ¢ ¢ & o = .« .0998 | .0890 || lution by
Magnesia carbonate, . . . . . 4 . 2 - 0w s .t .0143 .ofog | | the free
Manganese carbonate . . . . . & & . s . - e e . i trace trace. carbonic
Phosphoricacid . . . . « « « o « - « « « - . . | trace. trace. 'J acid.
Limesulphate . . . ., . . = . .« « ¢ s . ¢ o o & { «0554 | L0366
Mapgnesia sulphate . . . « - . 2 2 s s s . L7 | .0bg3
Potash sulphate . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 0125 o117
Soda sulphate . . . . . . - - . . .. ... .. S o | .0238
Sﬂdi“m chln"idt + - - 1 ] ¥ »r . L . ¥ L * ¥ 1 ] ¥ » . ‘oﬂ 1%
Magnesium chloride . . . « . . & » & & o . . o] L0031 -
Lithium chloride . . . . + « « . . . i s . | trace. trace.
Apocrenicacid . . . . - & & & 5 4 = = =2 & ow a 5 trace, trace.
Eima - ] ] - L] L] - 1 ] L L - L - L 2 L ] - 1 ] - . - lﬂjjt rﬁlﬁ
OB o uri b w abk BOHE SaGe Eokve #a0E & L0104 o168
|
Total saline matters in 1000 parts of the waters . ; 0. 4007 | ©.2935

The main chalybeate spring water is in every respect very
good of its kind, and may be used in all cases in which cha-
lybeate remedies are indicated. The principal difference in
composition between the two springs is, that the main spring
is more than twice as strong in iron carbonate, making it a
better chalybeate remedy than the other. It also contains
more sulphate of magnesia, but less sulphate of soda. They
form a valuable addition to the Olympian Springs.

As the chalybeate and other saline ingredients of these
waters seem evidently to have been derived mainly from the
ferruginous magnesian limestone out of which they flow, and
which the waters have worn and perforated in a remarkable
manner, the writer collected some of the limestone and sub-
mitted it to analysis, with the following result:

No. 1989—FEerrUGINOUS MAGNESIAN LIMESTONE, out of whick
Sflow the chalybeale springs above described, as well as many
others in this region, and which forms the bed of the Chalyb-
eale Branch, at and near those chalybeate springs. 1t lies
immediately under Black Devonian Shale. Collected by Rob-

ert Peler.
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A crystalline granular limestone; grey, of various tints, in
the interior—generally light grey; light ferruginous or brown-
ish-ochreous on the exterior. Adheres slightly to the tongue,
and is more or less porous. The water has worn it irregu-
larly, and in some places perforated it by enlarging the small
crevices or cavities in it.

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT z2:12° F.

Livie carbonats o . ¢ O oy W e S e el w e 54.000
Magnesin carBODate . . o o 2 4 ¢ 2 4 4 5 4 o 8 s 5 4w s b s e e oas 34.027
T earhOmEER . . 5 iss 5w se Eomla a EE Wwm REE EwE e 11.532
Phosphoric acid . . . &+ o & & « ¢ o 2 8 o 5 2 8 6 o 8 ¢ s 8 5 8 3 5 & & 006
Potaal 4 s wwos AR Bk AEE elhe SR BRTE SORd fmlE b 143
Soda . . . ., . . SE B TR P RS Ereih eoaw B tige o4
Silica. . & 4 4 4 a0 bt s 5 s e e s e s e s s s s e e s .280

TOURL.. oo wosiw somow mowe EE v EURCE SOgER SEVECE D g 100,028

The main agent in the solution of this ferruginous limestone
is, undoubtedly, the carbonic acid dissolved in the water which
flows over or percolates it. The greater part of this carbonic
acid is no doubt derived from the gradual decomposition of
the vegetable matters on the surface of the hill at the base of
which the springs and this rock are located. At present this
and the neighboring hills are covered with the primeval pine
forest, which keeps the surface continually covered with its
vegetable débris, which, by slow decomposition and oxidation,
yields an abundance of carbonic acid to the atmospheric water
which falls upon it, thus making it, what the pure water itselfl
is not, a good solvent of the iron and other carbonates of the
ferruginous magnesian limestone beneath. It appears, there-
fore, that the character or strength of these springs is greatly
dependent on the forest growth on the surface of the hill or
hills above them; and that if these woods on the hills above
should be at any time cleared off, and the surface of the land
deprived of its present carpet of decaying vegetable matters,
the springs would measurably lose their strength and value.
Another deplorable result from clearing off these woods and
bringing the soil into arable culture would be, that more of
the atmospheric water would run off from the surface of the

hills, and less of it would sink into the depth of the soil and
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subsoil to feed springs; so that, if the springs were not en-
tirely dried up, except in a rainy season, their outflow would
be greatly diminished. Moreover, the beauty, salubrity, and
attractiveness of this favorite sylvan watering-place depend
greatly on the native pine forest which clothes the neighbor-
ing hills.

In addition to the sulphur, salt sulphur, and chalybeate
waters of this locality, there are others, saline and alkaline,
of various qualities, deriving their dissolved ingredients, some
from the salts of the primeval ocean under which the rocks
were deposited, some from the action of the atmospheric
waters and gases on the Devonian and other strata. One
of the oldest known, which formerly was™ called a salt lick, to
which the wild denizens of the forests resorted, and around
which the buffaloes made their wallows, may be described as
follows :

No. 1990—**SaLt WATER from the old well at the original Salt
Lick, near the remains of the old barracks of the volunteers of
1812, about one hundred lo one hundred and fifty yards south
Jrom the main house.”

The water flows out in a small stream, running into Mud
Lick c¢reek. The ground about is covered with an efflores-
cence of salt. The water tastes like that of the salt sulphur
well, but it has only a slight odor of hydrogen sulphide.

COMPOSITION OF THIS SALT WATER.
Carboric aciil gas, mof estimated [ hydiogen swiphade, a frace.  In 1000 parts of the water.

Limecarbonate . . . . « « o & = = = o = % = % &+ & = & = i o.1844
Magnesiacarbonate . . . . . . « ¢ s i o4 e s e w0 .. | 0458 | | Held in solu-
Barytacarbonate. . . . . . « « & = & = ¢ + ¢ 5+ s 2 s 0 o} - 000G tion by the
Strontiacarbonate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . | 0045 carbonie
Iron and manganese carbonate, and phn-:ph:.tt ....... ! .001g acid.
Lime sulphate ., . . . . . SRR R ® B M R ! L0036
Soda carbonate . . . . . . . i e B T Dt s L2241
Calciumchloride. . . . . - + ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 & & o o o« a0 o & & 0152
Magnesium chloride . . . . . . . . W owe Wm e o ew wow .11
Eﬂdium uhtarid: LI | ] 4 ] L] L] - - L L L] » L] - g L L 9 L L 4- Tltl
Potassium chloride . . . . . . i BErE BUE AReE WA RoE L0375
Lithism chloride. . . . . . . ¢ & ¢ 4 & & & & & & o = & trace.
Bromine, boracicacid . . . . . . . . . v i 4 i e .. trace.
Sl.llﬂ -------- I I I T I I I I O e w-msz
LOBS o & 5 4 wov % w5 K F Eh sh omow s BoEw A E R oW om Ol 30

Total saline contents in 1000 parts of the water. . . . . . 5. Jo40
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This water resembles that of the salt sulphur well in the
relative proportions of its common salt and other chlorides;
but it is more decidedly alkaline, because of its larger propor-
tion of carbonate of soda, and contains less of bromine and
lithium compounds. Moreover, it is almost destitute of hydro-
gen and sodium sulphides, which give a distinctive character
to the salt sulphur water. On examining volume IV of the
Reports of the Geological Survey of Kentucky, first series,
for the former analysis of this water, the writer finds that a
transposition of the labels on the bottles in which the waters
were sent to the laboratory by Mr. Gill must have occurred
(see pages 71, 72), so that the label *salt water,” &c., &c.,
was placed on the bottle which contained the so-called ** cook-
ing water,” and vice versa. The analysis No. 803, page 72,
agrees pretty well with the present in the principal ingredients
and the total saline contents. This now published is of course
more complete and accurate.

THE ALKALIKE SALINE WATERS OoF THE OLYMFPIAN SPRINGS.

No. 19901—WATER from the well at the kitchen door of the
main house; about eight fect decp,; yields about one hundred
and thirty-five gallons per minute. The waler is raised with
a wooden pump.

It is slightly alkaline in reaction, and deposits a slight
ochreous sediment in the bottle. Tastes somewhat chalybe-
ate, and smells and tastes faintly sulphurous. This water is
used for all ordinary purposes of the kitchen and household,
as well as for drinking.

No. 1992—\VATER, called ' Tea Waler,” from a spring or open
shallow well, on the border of Mud Lick creek, about half a
mile south of the main house, and above it on the stream.

The spring is inclosed in two no-headed barrels, placed the
one on top of the other, and is about four feet deep. The
water was not overflowing. Temperature of the water, 62°
Reaction slightly alkaline. As there had been rain shortly
before the sample of the water was obtained for analysis, it

may possibly be weaker than usual.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE WATERS.

In 1000 parts of the water.

No. 1991. | No. 1992.

Carbonicacidgas . . . . . . ... .. ... notest.' notest.
Hydrogen uulpﬁide BR8: « + = = + = = 2 = = = = a trace. none.
= U S — - — -
Limecarbonmate .. . . . . « . . « « v ¢ &« 4 . | o0.08556 | o©.0241 :
Hﬂgﬂﬂil carbonate . . . . . . ... ... . L0277 | 0059 H:!-:ﬂ“; 5::‘::
Strontia carbonate or sulphate . . . . . . . . . ; trace. | trace. boai y d.
Iron and manganese carbonates and phosphates . LO0%4 | <0022 et
Lime sulphate. . . . . . . . .. ... .... o0bg | . . ...
Sodasulphate . . . . o ¢ o ¢ 0 b s m s a o208 |. .. ..
Potash sulphate . . . . . . . ... .. .... 028 | . . ...
Sodium chloride . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. L1483 0377
Potassium chloride, . ., . . . . Soom mekew mia W .00 39
Magnesivmchloride . . . . . . . . ... ... D047 1+ s - . -
Soda carbopate . . . . . .. . . .. . nowow 5431 . 4479
SD"ii“m "ulphid't- ®= & ® § ® = ® ® W ® & ® F & # Iri“:'.‘- | & & # = @&
Lithia, boracicacid . . . . . . . . .. . Ay trace. trace.
Silicaand Joss. . . . . . v v v s 4 e 40w | .oz80 .0315

Total saline contents in 1000 parts. . . . « .+ . ‘ o.8686 0.5532

n — s - E— -

Although these waters do not contain a very large propor-
tion of saline matters, yet their alkaline and slightly chalybe-
ate properties may make them available as diuretic, depurative,
tonic, and alterative remedial agents. Many celebrated alka-
line waters are not stronger in saline and gaseous contents
than these., These examinations and analyses were made in
August, 1877; on reexamining the water from the well at
the kitchen door, No. 1991, in February, 1878, after rather
a wet season, the water was found to be at least one third
weaker in saline contents.

No. 1993—“ WATER, from an ‘Epsom Well,' about three gquar-
lers of a mile northeast of Olympian Springs, on the farm of
Mr. Robinson.”

The well is about twenty feet deep, walled up with stone.
The water is used by the family for drinking and all domestic
purposes, and they have become accustomed to it, so that it
produces no sensible effect upon them. Mr. Robinson had
turned the rain water from the roofs of his houses into the

well, so that the water obtained for examination had been
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much weakened by the result of a recent rain; hence a quan-
titative analysis was not made of it. It tasted strongly of
Epsom salt, and gave decided evidence, by the usual tests,
of the presence in it of much magnesia and sulphuric acid,
considerable Zime and chilorine, and traces of iron, &c., &ec.

The old ** Epsom Well,"” the water of which had been ana-
lyzed and reported by the writer in volume IV, page 70, of
Reports of the Geological Survey of Kentucky, first series,
had been filled up; but Mr. Robinson will probably reopen it.
This aperient water would be a valuable addition to the
considerable variety of the mineral waters of the Olympian
Springs, especially as the other waters do not generally exert
a laxative action.

BRECKINRIDGE COUNTY.

No. 1994—** MARLY SHALE, from Tar Creek Hill; Bowling
Green road, near Cloverport, Breckinridge county.” Col-
lected by P. N. Moore.

A friable shale; of a yellowish olive-grey color; containing
many minute specks of mica. Belfore the blow-pipe it fuses
into a dark colored slag. Burns of a handsome bright brick
color.

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT 212° F.

Bilick o o o o6 o s e s @' a & @as & 4w & & o4 &m a4 § sias 5 e e & a &6.9bo
Alumind. « « « o« # 5 ¢ 2 ¢« =« = s = * + 4 + # = " o2 o4 " an womom owow 15.626
Iropm OXlde. . & o ¢ 4 o = & 5 v % 28 S v s aF E b s s o 8. 380
LBE . v s 508 = % % & % B s ECE 8 EF BB F oW om g E v okE W sEE - 493
Magnesia . - . . « ¢ ¢ o« = o = = = » v = 2 2 = % 4 % % & "o e 8w = JB7T
Phospharic scid . . « 2 = o o & 2 2 s & 2 o a o a o a8 4 2.4 5 » . 154
Pollal o 5 o 6 sone s pe s B |e & 6 b B8 &8 4w # wa e & 3.295
Sl oo wo e wheal WIS St BRTEENE Qaide R EETE 6% » = 628
Water, carbonic acid, and loss. . . . . « & ¢« o ¢ & & 4 ¢ = 2 2 5 s & » s 3-787

TORR] v oninom e e o e O e R — 100. 000

This marly shale would no doubt be useful as a fertilizer
on old exhausted soils of a light and sandy nature. Exposed
to the frosts on the surface of the ground, it would very
probably undergo complete disintegration. Its considerable
proportion of potash would gradually become available for

vegetable nourishment under the influence of the atmospheric
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agencies, but might perhaps be brought more quickly into use
by the simultaneous application of slacked lime on a clover
crop. It might be used for lerra colta.

BUTLER COUNTY.

No. 1995.—** CoaL from ‘Mining City Coal Bank,' recently
opened ; owned by the Green and Barren River Navigation
Company. Mouth of Mud Creek. Bed thirty-six lo thirty-
nine inches thick. Average sample. Sent from Frankfort
by John R. Procter.

A pure-looking coal, breaking into thin laminz, with fibrous
coal and very little fine-granular pyrites between. Specific
gravity not determined.

COMPOSITION, AIR-DRIED.

Hygroscopicmoisure. . - ¢ . - . & & - = & 4 = = 4 = 2 = s = = = = = = 3.28
Volatile combustible matters . . . . . & « & o« ¢ o o+ 4 4w e s . 44 . 20
Spongycoke . . . . . . 0 s s s s s s w8 s s s s o= a2 w5 s o3 s o8 o= o= s s 52.52

TOtAl . o ¢ & ¢ 2 o o o 2 2 o 6.8 0 0 4 0 8 8 2 s o s 2 4 2 2 2 a8 100,00
Total volatile matters. . . . . . . « & & & 4 4 o s 4 o 4 4 = o o « = = « 47.48
Fixed carboninthecoke . . . . . . & . & & 4 & ¢ 4 & « 2 = = = = = = & 48.56
Dark lilnc-grey ash . . . . - . & & s ¢ s ¢ 2 s 2 8 s 8 5 s 2a s # 8 s & & 3.96

Total . u v s v 40 s s 68 s a s s m 2 8 & 68 & o8 v 8 nw 100.00
Percentageof sulphur . . . . « « &« 4 o ¢ 4 6 5 s ¢+ v & | & s = & & » 3.obo

A very good splint coal, resembling the *“block coal” of
Indiana, yielding quite a small proportion of ash, and contain-
ing no inordinate quantity of sulphur.

No. 1996.—** MarLY CrAy Suare or INDURATED CrLav. (Fire-
clay?) Below the coal at the Mud Creek Mines. Collected
by John R. Procter.”

Of a dark-grey or lead color, imperfectly and irregularly
laminated. Contains many minute specks of mica, and some
imperfect impressions, apparently of marine shells. It is quite
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plastic when powdered. Burns of a light yellowish-grey color,
nearly white, hence might be made available in ferra colta.
Fuses before the blow-pipe.

COMPOSITION, DRIEDD AT zi12° F,

e 51.660
Aluming. © & o ca Giaa i e s s e a B ks E oA s R aE & e #oae 15560
Tromi omBlE. ., oo et R N e e Mt e R R 7 .680
LB . i a miam mome Rt weBe Mo e B eiie Wowiie Fom i e 7.269
Magnesis . - 2 . 2 2 & & s & = 8 = % % 5 * ® v *F o2 & F oW o5 & mom & = -BI7
Phosphoricacid . - . . & 2 ¢ 4 2 4 2 o 2 s 2 s 8 8 s = 2 a s 8 8 + & = not est.
Potash . . o o 4 ¢ @ v 8 5 s 2 = s #'¢ = 0 s 5 s & = & % 6 5 5 5. 5. 3.276
Boda o« o -« w3 2 4 s e s s ok soEow b s moEor s dow e e oweom o ko 293
Water, carbonic acid, organic matters, and loss . . . . « + « . & & & . . . 13.445

Total .. & & . & & v & o a s s h e s a sk EE e s om s e oo s 100.00

Its large proportions of iron oxide, lime, and alkalies render
it easily fusible at a high temperature.

FAYETTE COUNTY.
No. 1997.—*“ WATER from a bored well about 80 lo 9o feel deep,
on the site of the Lexinglon Depol of the Cincinnati Southern
Railrvoad, aboul three gquarters of a mile from lhe Court-
house.” Collected by Mr. C. J. Norwood and Mr.
Totten, Civil Engineer.
The water is perfectly limpid and colorless, has a slight
petroleum-like odor, but contains no hydrogen sulphide.

No. 1998.—** WATER from the same well after it had been deep-
ened lo one hundred and fifly-three feel and a half. Sent by
Chas. A. Tasker, Rﬁ.rm’erzi Eungineer on the C. S. R. R., at
Lexington.”

The water is yet clear, inodorous, and tasteless; like the
former sample, it gave a slightly alkaline reaction.

The object of the analyses was to ascertain the availability
of this water for use in boilers of the locomotives of the rail-

road.
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COMPOSITION IN 1000 PARTS OF THE WATER.

| | i
| No. 1997. | No. lgg&i

|
Lime carbonate . . . . + « « « « « « 0.0404 | 0.0358 | Held in solution in the
Magnesia carbonate . . . . . - . . . ~oobh | .mgq ! water by carbonic
1 [ O et e v o138 | .0058 acid, the proportion
Iron oxide, phosphoric acid, strontia | I of which was not esti-
CAEDORALE . « .+ & » + 4 @ o0 4 4 s teace. |. . . . . | malted.
Lime sulphate. . . . . - . . . . . . 0126 | L0240 |
Potash sulphate . . . . . . . . .. 0118 | -0205
Soda sulphate . . . . . . . . . . .. .0385 | 0058
Magnesium chloride . . . . . . - . . o7 | L0501
Sodinmchloride. . . . . . . . . .. L0514 .0biz
Soda carbonate . . . . <+ & 5 4 . . L1252 .1530
E[;,i!i;? ............... .0218 0036
BhIR . o . i daie e e e W
Organic matters . . . . . - « . . : } ATRCE e
Total saline matters in 1000 parts . . 0.3318 | 0.3787

The water became very slightly stronger in saline matters
by deepening the well, but its character was not materially
altered. From its alkaline nature, owing to the presence in
it of a certain proportion of carbonate of soda, the writer pre-
dicted that it would prove eminently fit for use in the steam-
boiler, and that any sediment which might be deposited would
not be likely to form a hard incrustation. Subsequent practi-
cal experience has verified this prediction. The material in
the supply water which causes the hardest and worst crust in
the steam-boiler is the lime sulphate or gypsum; as this is
only slightly soluble in water, and is much less soluble in the
very hot water of the high-pressure boiler than it is in cold
water, its presence in the feed-water is greatly feared by the
locomotive engineer. This injurious substance dissolves in
about five hundred parts of cold water; but when subjected to
the heat corresponding with four atmospheres of pressure in
the steam-boiler, or one hundred and twenty pounds to the
square inch, it deposits a crust, although contained in 1000
parts of water.

In the stronger of these waters the sulphate of lime is only
in the proportion of about one part to forty thousand of the
water; and, consequently, it would not probably form any
crust until the water was evaporated to one fortieth its orig-
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inal volume, even if unaccompanied by any decomposing
agent. But in this water, as soon as the free carbonic acid
is separated by the heat, the excess of carbonate of soda pres-
ent decomposes the sulphate of lime, producing a powdery
precipitate of carbonate of lime, and an equivalent amount of
sulphate of soda, which remains dissolved in the water. Per-
fect immunity from boiler-crust may generally be secured by
blowing off the residual water of the boiler at proper intervals,
varying in length according to the character of the water used.

In this connection, it may be of interest to give the eleva-
tion of this well above sea level, as communicated by Geo. B.
Nicholson and Chas. A. Tasker, civil engineers on the Cincin-
nati Southern Railroad, as follows:

Elevation of the top of this well above sea level, 964 feet.

Elevation of the bottom of the bore which furnished the
water for the first analysis, 876 feet.

Elevation of the bottom of the bore which furnished that
for the second analysis, 8oz feet.

Elevation of the top of the well at the Lexington fair
grounds above sea level, 974 feet 3 inches.

S0ILS OF FAYETTE COUNTY.

No. 1999—* SURFACE SolL, from the lawn al Ashland, near
Lexington, homestead of the late Henry Clay, near Lexington,
Kentucky.” Collected by John H. Talbutl.

The dried soil is of a dark brownish-umber-grey color. It
all passed through the coarse sieve except numerous rootlets
and some small, friable, shot iron ore. It appears to contain
no sand. The silicious residue from two grammes, left after
digestion in acids, all passed through fine bolting-cloth except
a single small grain of clear quartz, and some small, soft,
rounded particles of partly decomposed silicates.

No. 2000—* SUBSOIL of the next preceding,” &e., &re.

The air-dried subsoil is a little lighter colored and more
brownish than the surface soil. The clods are somewhat
more adhesive. It contains a considerable proportion of fria-
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ble shot iron ore.

33

The silicious residue gave a single minute

grain of transparent quartz only, when passed through the

fine bolting-cloth.

COMPOSITION OF THESE FAYETTE COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

i No. 1999. | No. 2000.
Organic and volatile matters .' L Pt I SRy e 4.325 3-535
Alumina and iron and manganese ORIORE o s Gree wetd dieie 12.168 15.666
Lime carbonate . . . . . . .. ... ... A 295 345
Magnesia . . . . . . ... 000 il e s e .214 331
Phosphoricacid . . .« « 4 « & ¢ & o 2 o« = = = 8« = = = s = 492 .hog
Sulphuricacid . . . « ¢« + + + & ¢ = & 4 8 4 w8 8w e o= w not est, not est.
Pﬂ‘t“h L L] L] L L L] Ld r * L] L L d ¥ L L] L L) L L L - L3 L) - # ] Tz’ﬂ 13?-:
".‘m:l.‘ -------------- ® @ ®w ® @ ® & @w w # ®w w @ 4'ﬂ33 .....
Sand and insoluble slibalee. oy S des e oas wgh 80.090 77-715
Water, expelled at 380°F. . . . . . . . . . .« .+ o+ . . 1. 800 1.j00
TOERN o s o e e RO RN R e iR RSt 99.690 | oq . BOE
Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . I IR . 2.850 | 3.37%
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... 1.343 1.273
Boda in the insoluble silicates . . ., . . . . . . e e .359 .332
| | ==
Characterof thesoil . . . . . . . . . .. i WEEy WG Surfacesoil Subsoil.

t

These present all the characteristics of our rich *“blue-
grass’’ or blue limestone soils. In the first place, they con-
tain no gravel, pebbles, coarse sand, or even what might
generally pass for fine sand, the whole being in such a state
of fine division that, when the soft clods are disintegrated,
by the action of water or otherwise, it will pass through fine
bolting-cloth; yet, because of the presence of more than
three fourths of its weight of exceedingly fine silicious ma-
terial, water does not lodge on it, but readily passes through
it, so that it is easily drained; and, because of the clefts and
crevices in the limestone sub-stratum, it is usually naturally
drained through the numerous subterraneous caverns and
channels of the rock on which it rests.

These soils, moreover, present more than the usual propor-
tion of phosphoric acid, and large proportions of the alkalies,
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potash, and soda, which aid in giving to them a very durable
fertility. The proportions of alumina and iron oxide, of humus,
&ec., are such as characterize our richest soils.

PHOSPHATIC LAYERS IN THE LOWER SILURIAN LIMESTONE OF FAVETTE CoOUNTY.

In volume 1V, new series, of Reports of the Geological
Survey of Kentucky, on pages 65 and 66, mention is made
and the analysis given, of a specimen of phosphatic limestone
extraordinarily rich in phosphoric acid. As the quarry from
which it came was not then in use, and the face of it had been
covered by fallen earth, the correctness of the statement of
the quarryman, to the effect that a layer of similar material
was sometimes as much as a foot in thickness in this quarry,
could not at that time be easily tested.

Other specimens of rock of similar external qualities, from
the neighborhood of this quarry, were examined; and when
the quarry was again opened and worked for turnpike mate-
rial, in the autumn of 1877, a more complete examination was
made by the writer, the results of which are given below,

No. 2001—** PHoSPHATIC LLIMESTONE, a layer in the Lower Silu-
rian * Blue Limestone’ formation; taken from a shallow well
at the Wine House at Winton, farm of Robert Peler, about
six and a half miles north from Lexington, on the Newlown
Turnpike. Collectcd by R. Peler.”

In thin fissile layers, of a dark olive-slate color, between the
harder, greyish-blue, more crystalline limestone layers. It
contains many minute fossils, especially spiral shells.

No. 2002—*‘PHosPHATIC LIMESTONE, from a quarry en the farm
of John Keiser, on the north side of the Newtown Turnpike,
about six miles from Lexinglon. Collected by R. Peler.”
Sample taken from the roadside, where it had been placed

for turnpike purposes. It is of a dull, bluish-slate color, and

is quite fissile. It does not contain so many small fossils as
the next preceding.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE PHOSPHATIC LIMESTONES, DRIED AT 212° F.
No. z001. | No. zooz2.
Lime carbonate . . - . : = = ¢ =« ¢ & = = = = = = = + = = + . 78.040 57 -440
Magnesiacarbonate . . . . . . . . .. ... 0000 . L 2.332 7.327
Alumina and iron and manganeseoxides . . . . . . . . . . &4.017 B.716
Fhosphoricacid . . . . - . ¢ « « ¢+ 4 4 ¢ 4 & & o« o & « & &« = 2.623 I.462
Silicious residue . . = . .« &+ 4 ¢ ¢ 4 2 e e b s e e 9.891 21.784
Alkalies, sulphuric acid, water, &c., &c. Bl mocE R e 3.097 3.270
Total . o o v wn v o8 o 5.8 .4 o2 T T T —— 100.000 100. 000

No. 2003—* PHOSPHATIC LIMESTONE, from the same quarvy, on
the northwest side of the Newltown Turnpike, aboutl three miles
north of Lexington, from whick the very rick specimen was
taken described on pages 65 and 66 of the gth volume, new
series, of Kentucky Geological Reports. Collected by Robert
Peter.”
Taken from irregular layers, about one foot in thickness,

near the base of the quarry, say from four to six feet below
the surface of the rock, which is covered with about four feet
of earth, on the ridge or hill in which the quarry is located.
These layers are of a dark-grey color, of various thickness,
mixed more or less with lighter-grey crystalline layers. The
dark-grey portion adheres strongly to the tongue, absorbs
water freely; it is quite tough in the mass, but somewhat
friable in the small fragments, and contains small organic re-
mains, principally fragments of brachiopod shells, some small
gasteropods, and occasionally fragments of trilobite crusts.

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT 212° F,

Limecarbonate . . . . . . . « « « « « & 49. 160
Magnesia carbonate . . . . . . . . . . - OO0 o i .
Phosphates, with alumina, iron oxide, &c. . 4&;40 Containing 21.018 phosphoric acid.
Silicious residue. . . . . . . . & v . z.8z20
Organic matters and loss. . . 1.390

Total . « o &+ v & ¢ & &+ = & & = & =« 100 . 000

As it was evident, from the analyses already made, that the
phosphoric acid was quite irregularly diffused throughout these
irregular layers, eleven several samples were selected from
portions of this phosphatic layer which had been quarried and
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hauled out to be broken up for the turnpike, described as fol-
lows, viz:

No. 2004— SreciMEN 1a.—A somewhat crystalline layer,
about one and three quarters inch thick, of a dull bluish-grey
culor; attached to layer 14, which was darker colored (lead
colored), more dull, and less crystalline than 1ea.

SPECIMEN 2 is probably a continuation of 1.

SPECIMEN 3, probably a continuation of the same combined
layer, contained a portion of a trilobite shield, which was not
included in the portion analyzed.

SPECIMEN 4.—A thin layer, weathered of a light buff color.

SpeciMEN 5.—A dark bluish-grey or lead-colored layer; like
16, coarse granular, and dull.

SeeciIMEN 6a.—The dark grey unweathered portion of a
layer which was weathered on one surface to a grey-buff
color, showing the minute whorled univalve fossil shells very
distinctly.

SpPECIMEN 64.—The buff, weathered portion of this layer.

SrecIMEN 7.—A thin layer weathered on the two surfaces;
moderately dark grey in the interior; more dense than speci-
men 1; contains the minute univalve fossils.

8.—A thin crystalline layer, of a light grey color, with not
much appearance of fossil remains.

9.—A coarser-grained layer, containing fossil remains ; some-
what crystalline, and partly weathered.

These eleven samples were severally treated for the deter-
mination of phosphoric acid alone. One gramme of each,
dried at 212° F., was digested in nitric acid with a little chlor-
hydric, and then. after evaporation to dryness, the residue was
digested for some hours in nitric acid, diluted and filtered.
The phosphoric acid was then determined by a careful use of
the molybdic acid process, and the results obtained were as
follows, viz:
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PERCENTAGE OF PHOSPHORIC ACID IN THESE ELEVEN SAMPLES.

In sample ta contained 7.931 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 14 contained 19.183 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 2 contained 17.973 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 3 contained 11.501 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 4 contained 21.940 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample § contained 18.421 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 6a contained 20.021 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 6 contained v1.705 per cent. of phosphoric acid
In sample 7 contained 16.502 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 8 contained §.053 per cent. of phosphoric acid.
In sample 9 contained 13.624 per cent. of phosphoric acid.

It will be seen that the maximum proportion, that in No. 4,
is 21.940 per cent.; the minimum, in No. 8, is 5.053 per cent.,
and the general average proportion 15.896 per cent.

The greatly varying proportions of this ingredient, within
small limits, point to a very irregular local origin.

Frequently the phosphoric acid of the ancient limestone
layers is traceable to the brachiopod and other shells and
fossils which they contain. In order to ascertain how much
of it in the specimens examined is attributable to this source,
the specimens described below were collected and analyzed,
viz:

No. 2005—'* FossiL SHELLS, mostly Orthis testudinaria, from

Lower Silurian limestone layers. Farm of R. Peter, about

seven miles north of Lexington, near Elkhorn creck.”

No. 2006—** Fossi. BrancHinG CHETETES, from the same
locality. Collected by R. Peler.”

Specimen 2005 yielded only 1.317 per cent. of phosphoric
acid, and contained 11.04 per cent. of silicious matter.,

Specimen 2006 gave only 0.294 per cent. of phosploric acid,
and 6.16 per cent. of silicious matters.

Evidently there must have been some other source of the
abundant phosphates of these layers than the shells of the
mollusca, or the corals. Possibly they may have been accu-
mulated by some process of segregation; possibly they may
be due to the fortuitous presence of some of the large ani-
mals of the ancient seas, which, subsisting on the more sim-
ple forms of organic life, may have left their excretions and
exuviz in these localities.

195



38 CHEMICAL REPORT.

However this may be, while the examination of these layers
of our limestone develops an unexpected richness in phos-
phates, their too irregular distribution amongst the poorer
layers may make their special application to the manufacture
of fertilizers too practically expensive or precarious.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

No. 2007—* PotTER's CLAY, from a bed several feet in thickness,
in the bottom land, in whal is supposed to be an old prekistoric
channel of the Kentucky river, half” a mile north of Frank-
Jort. Collected by fno. R. Procler.”

The specimen is part of an unburnt vessel made of the clay
at the pottery. The clay is of a grey-drab or neutral tint; it
contains some very small specks of mica and of ferruginous
matter. It calcines of a very light brick color. Fuses before
the blow-pipe.

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT z212° F.

IR v v oo e w m, pm W e w8 T 69. 300
Alumina, with iron and manganese oxides . . . . . . . ¢ . s s o . s . 21.780
LimecarBomale . - « . = = 5 = = v 5 + 5 = = & & s 5 % # & % % & % 8 * 158
Magnesia « « . ¢ = = s o o o 5 o o « % 5 s 5 5 & = ® » 8 B o2 ow ow s 330
Fhotphotlc Beid ¢ Sn 5 d sv sode s dia wimie Bowe womiE e b .0bo
Polash . s - . « 5 8 5 6 .2 sopos 5 5 & 5.0 5.8 % 5 5 8 s 5 8 = 5 8 wo 2.351
Boda . o+ v o i v s s d e e e s s e e s e es s s e o . GH5
Water and lo%2, . . + « s o 2 r = s 0 # 8 5 v s v ¥ v o® e e 4 N wow wou 5.435

Ol v s i Enae WORGE EWOR RELGE B EHR REe e g 100,000

i e i — i i S i Inims~ imiaa il i i e Sl - s S o3

Ten grammes of the clay, dried at the common tempera-
ture, washed quickly with water, gave 2.45 grammes of jine
sand, containing some larger, rounded quartz grains.

This clay, while fitted for the manufacture of ordinary pot-
tery ware, is not sufficiently refractory to be used as a fire-
clay.

GRANT COUNTY.

In an investigation made by Mr. C. ]J. Norwood of the char-
acter of the subsoils, under-clays, and other earthy material,
excavated in making some of the deep cuts on the line of the
Cincinnati Southern Railroad in this county, the samples de-
scribed below were collected by him, and sent to the Chemical

Laboratory for analysis.
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No. 2008—** MATERIAL, from just below the top soil, extending
i thickness from eighleen inches lo lwo feel, down lo the sur-
Jace of the material claimed lo be “Hard Pan,” next below
described, al seclion 29, in the cul af stalion 295 on the C. S.

R' R- L}

Quite a tough clayey material, generally of a light grey-buff
color when dry, mottled with light grey, and penetrated in all
directions with what appear to have been vegetable rootlets,
now mainly decomposed, and of a deep manganese oxide color.

No. 2009—* MATERIAL, claimed lo be * Hard Pan,' beginning al
two feet below the surface and exlending lo the bed-rock.”
Rather more tough than the preceding, which it resembles

in color, except that it has more of the light grey mottling

and less of the manganese-like infiltrations. The bolting-
cloth separated, fromn the silicious residue of these two under-
clays, only a very few quartz graius.

No. 2010—*Tor Soir, from an old field owned by the heirs of
Rickard Dickerson. Section 30, cul at station 337 on the C,
SRR

Dried soil of a light grey-brown color; friable.

No. 2011—**So1L, from just below the top soil, from the same
locality as the next preceding,” &c., &e.
This dried subsoil, of a firmer, more clayey consistence than
the preceding, is of a nearly uniform grey-buff color, mottled

somewhat with light bluish-grey, and with some manganese
oxide-like infiltrations.

No. 2012—** SuBsoIL, from the same localily as the two preceding,
Srom just below the next preceding, to the depth of two feet.”
A clayey subsoil, grey-buff, mottled with light bluish-grey,

with some dark-colored manganese oxide infiltrations. Very

much like 2008 and 2009, but not so tough as these.
197



40 CHEMICAL REPORT.

No. 2013—*'SussoiL ok UNDER-CLAY, seven tuches thick, fromt
the same localtly, and immediately below the next preceding,”
&re.

Resembles the next preceding, but shows more manganese
infiltrations, with some small spheroidal concretions of the
same, forming blackish spots.

No..2014—"SussoiL or UNDER-CLAY, fiom lhe same localily,
one foot thick, lying tmmediately below the next preceding.”
This is a very tough clay-like material, darker in color than

the next preceding; of an ochreous greyish-brown tint, with

some little mottlings of bluish-grey, and some manganese-like
infiltrations.

No. 2015—* SussoiL. or UNDER-CLAY, from the same localily,
one fool thick, lying just below the next preceding, and imme-
dialely above the bed-rock.”

This is also quite a tough material, showing more mottling
with bluish-grey clay than the preceding, and some manganese
infiltrations, and containing some small calcareous nodules.

The bolting-cloth separated from the silicious residues of
all these six subsoils or under-clays a considerable proportion
of dull, angular fragments of what appeared to be hard sili-
cates, which had not been decomposed by the acids in which
they had been digested in the process of analysis.

COMPOSITION OF THESE EIGHT GRANT COUNTY S50ILS, SUBSOILS, &c.,
DRIED AT 212 F.

15‘%. 2e0d (No. zorg (Mo, o1o. |Noe zon1 [No. zorz.|No. sory [No. sory |No. sors.

onpdes .. . . . . e 1384 1z 675 6. Byr 9. 159 .62 13, 5y 15 937 4.
ILimecarbonate . . . . . . . | i.im l.qgs. -2 LG 1 aas 2, ;%
Magnesin . . . i 513 . sy 420 4TD .ﬁ G; E?; 4
Phoaphoric acid. . Jyh H1E 188 .ol .1 .2 Hay . 5ilg
Powsh .. . ... .u 0. .- i .G , 7Ba . 568 L5k . 570 :ﬁ £.124 . iy
P e P o | -clfta LBay .38y 368 L og LOTY 245
Water and crganic maiters bost on |

igaition . . .. ... ..., 5515 5400 | G475 | g.t00 | g 450 | s.60m 4950 %475
Sand and Inacluble sllicates . . | 7. : 7B.0fs | 8A.165 | Es.g4bc | B2 4go | Bo.11§ ;-5..34'; LT T

b o T BRI TR e e el | 190, Bary r' 100.937 | roo. 130 | on o | roo.ogf | oo Bsy | 100088 | roo.ous
Py ———— - ——— B —HE — —
Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . . 1 5. 7EO * 5.g50 2.750 3. 400 3.B23 l L 050 G578 5250
o —— e — e — Em——
Potash in the ingoluble ailicates . 2. T2y 2. 811 r.687 r.gsl ; | : gt a.
Soda In the insoluble silicates . .| o0 | ran] Tl ke '.f:iﬁ" Yo el T

: i Under- : . F -_. Under. "[El'rui:r-_ Under-
Characier of the sample . , . . i Subsoil l iy | Soil. | Subseil. | . I clay. | clay. clay.
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Subsoils 2008 and 2009, from the same locality, resemble
each other, nearly, in chemical composition; their great tough-
ness, mainly due, no doubt, to their large proportions of
alumina, may be partly owing to their peculiar mode of
aggregation. Their composition, with the exception of the
absence of any notable quantity of /fumus, is that of our rich-
est soils; but their physical condition is no doubt unfavorable
to fertility. These, as well as the six other samples, were
doubtless derived mainly from the so-called ** mudstone " strata
of the Lower Silurian formation. [In these latter samples a
regular increase, in the proportion of the aluminous materials,
may be observed. as the depth from the surface increases,
indicating probably the influence of the infiltration of surface
waters. In nearly all of these clays there are large propor-
tions of phosphoric acid and potash.

Other similar samples, collected by Mr. Charles ]. Nor-
wood, from the deep cuts of this railroad in Grant county, are
described below, as follows:

No. 2016—** SussolL, twenty-one inches thick, just below the lop
sotl, whick s one foot thick. In front of Mrs. Mary Rens-
laer's housc. Section 33. Second cut from the north end of
the C. 5. R. R., Grant county.”

Dried subsoil in yellowish-brown, somewhat friable clods,

Some little mixture of light ash-grey material observable in it.
The bolting-cloth removed, from its silicious residue, a con-

siderable proportion of soft granules of partly decomposed

silicates, but no silicious particles.

No. 2017—* UNDER-CLAY, front the same localily, eighteen inches
thick, lving immediately under the preceding subsoil, and ex-
tending down lo the underlying limestone,” &e.

This resembles the preceding generally, in color, but is
much more tough. and has some dark ferruginous or man-
ganese discolorations, and a little more of the light colored
material.

The silicious residue also contains a large proportion of
soft, partly decomposed silicate granules.
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No. 2018—** SURFACE SoIL, lo the depth of fifteen inches. Sec-
tion 34. Second cul from the south end, C. 5. R. R.,"" &
A friable earth of a light grey-umber color, containing a few

dark concretions. The silicious residue all passed through the

bolting-cloth, except a few soft granules of partly decomposed
silicates.

No. 2019—" SuBsoIL, from the same localily as the last, nineteen

tnches thick, next below the surface soil”" &e.

A somewhat friable subsoil, having a more ferruginous tint
than the preceding, and showing some dark colored infiltra-
tions. Silicious residue like the preceding.

No. 2020—'“ UNDER-CLAY, one fool thick, same localily as the

Preceding,”’ &e.

A somewhat tough clay. Mottled, with light grey-ferrugi-
nous of various tints, and nearly black inhltrated manganese
oxide. Silicious residue like the preceding.

No. 2021—* UNDER-CLAY, eighlcen inches thick, just below the

preceding,” &e., &e.

A tough clay; mottled like the preceding.

No. 2022—** UNDER-CLAY, fwo frel thick, on the bed rock, same

localily as the preceding,” &c., e

Mottled like the preceding. Some parts of it compact and
laminated. Contains occasional fragments of limestone and

sandstone. Silicious residue like the preceding.
COMPOSITION OF THESE SOILS, SUBSOILS, &c., DRIED AT 212° F.

i 5, e e e ———

1 1
No. zoa6 :Hu.'m:?. 1| No. 7018 | Ne. se1g | No. sca0, | No. 2001, | No, s,

SRR, [ SR — ¥ s

Alumina and iron and manganese |
_n]u:h. ............. 17. 503 17,353 9- 54 10,332 18. 23 15, 437

11 pa
Lime carbomate . . . . . . = « « . 111 4. . i .3 B.x2 8.
Magnesia l-rld ......... .r_;? ﬁ ;:: .E. ﬂ“ -ﬁg; _m
Phosphoricachd . . . . . . . .., 473 457 - 345 .33 4 473 -
Poralh .. . oo i e e ss se . Bogy 1,58y . 587 15 gl] . ;t.ﬁi
e R N T e s o532 B T PRRPEEUSE i . . 1bg <350
w:tn'ﬁ::d organic matters lost on Z
ignitien . L . . L L 5-365 4. 673 5.6875 3. 6. 390 . oBs 4. 990
Sand and inscloble silicates. . . . . 75. oo o, ity #3. 390 By 73-575 75.Bgo Ti.g4
Tokal . o v 2 o 5 s v 5 n womi . oo, 557 99.983 | oo, Bay gg.get | roo.gos | roo. Sy 100, GOD
e = = —_— — - =2 — N - =]
Hygroscopic moistare . . . . . . . notest. | notest. | motest. | motest. | motest. | notest Mot est.
—e — e R — =, — T S e e———
Potash in the insoluble silicates. . | 1. 547 I. . 1. Bl ¥. &.438 .
Soda In the insoluble silicates. . . . 7 | s o e 458 "5 =
= o ————=r o | i— I =—_n = "N
. Under- | Surface nder- | Under- | Undar
Character of thesample . . . . . .| Sobssil, ay. oy Subsodl '_ y. oy ey
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These seven soils, subsoils, and under-clays present a gen-
eral resemblance, in composition as well as in physical char-
acter, to the eight described above. The same remark will
apply to the six remaining samples described below, from
section No. 35, on the same railroad.

No. 2023—*'Topr SoiL o about one foot in depth, from the cul at
the north end in section 35, on the Cincinnati Southern Rail-
road, Grant county. Collecled by C. J. Norwood."

The dried soil is in friable clods of a dirty drab color, mot-
tled with yellowish and ferruginous. The silicious residue,
left after digestion of the soil in acids, all passed through the
bolting-cloth, except many soft, whitish, rounded grains of
partly decomposed silicates.

No. 2024—"* SUBSOIL, fwenly-one inches thick, immediately below
the top soil, from the same locality,” &e.
Dried subsoil in friable lumps; mottled with light grey and
ferruginous of different tints. Silicious residue like that of
the preceding.

No. 2025— UNDER-CLAY, fwo feef lhick, lying just under the
preceding. Same locality,” &e., &c.
A tough clay, mostly of an ochreous yellow color, mottled
with grey-ferruginous, with some nearly black infiltrations of
manganese oxide.

No. 2026— UNDER-CLAY, eight inches thick, just under the next
preceding.  Same locality,” &e., &

Dried clay not quite so tough as the next preceding; of
rather a lighter yellowish color; mottled like that, but with
less of the dark colored material. Silicious residue like that
of the preceding.

No. 2027—* UNDER-CLAY, six znches thick, just below the next
preceding.  Same locality,” &c., &e.
Dried clay in rather friable lumps, generally of a light yel-
lowish brown color, mottled with light ochreous yellow. Sili-

cious residue resembling that of the preceding.
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No. 2028—* UNDER-CLAY, fwenly-six tnches thick, just under the
next preceding, Lying on lhe limeslone bed rock, and in some
places seeming lo replace lie bed rock. Same localily as the

preceding,” &e., Ce.

Dried clay in rather tough clods, of a brownish yellow color,

much mottled with dark brownish ferruginous.

due like that of the preceding.

Silicious resi-

COMPOSITION OF THESE SIX GRANT COUNTY SOILS, SUBSOILS, AND

UNDER-CLAYS, DRIED AT :i2° F.

No moxy  Noo 2ovg | No. :mj.! Mo, so96, | No. soay. | No. a0a8,
Aluming and iron and ides k] N -ﬁ_: [ i
ARk S (g1 ] OO e O i e w 7225 Q. a5T . azF Td. 803 .12y 3. IO
Limeccarbonate. . . . & & . v o v a0 v = o Y . 3O 1. Ggo 7.315 i 3. 640
e i w s R R .3y 4 bas . oy .4 L33}
Fhosphoric acid L, iyt .35 . 358 358 . 360 . 508
Fomah i e S TR T e e 738 .28z .33 Fa .a;: . 534
R B e LR T L A e G B R R BT fa e s i PR,
Water :md_ oTganic matters ot om igmition ., | 4. 630 3. G 5. 400 4450 5.035 5,850
and insoluble gilicates , . . .. . .. .. { By g | 8y, o 75. Ogor FF T 68.cg 655, 30
Lol T e e R N | 1oo.0m T, 400 TOo. g4 v, il | o0, 243
i i
R ———— ——— = B T A —
Hygroscopic molsture. . . . . « o « o « « - . LWl s, I mol &30, | oot est I notest, | motest, | notest
= — — - S L e . - L — |‘=
i I |
FPotash in the imsoluble silicates . . . . . . . .} 1.813 | r.673 7. 103 I 2. 851 2. 700 | 2. B6g
Soda in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . | Faz | . 433 1 L 4LT 1 (3780 - 449
e = S o, Soeeee, ooegeay = —= — —
| : | Under- | Under- | Under. | Under-
Character of thesample ., . . . .. .. ... 1 Tup aail. | Subsoil, | clay. iy, clay. | clay.

The general remarks on the first and second groups of these
samples will apply equally well to these.

GRAYSON COUNTY.

No. 2029—"VIRGIN SOIL, lo the depth of about eight inches;
Jrom Grayson Springs, about four hundred yards west of the
railroad. On lhe Letlchfield marl.

Jorest growth, mostly white oak.

Chester Group. Native

Yield : of corn, 25 fo 40

bushels ; of wheal, 12 lo 15 bushels; of lobacco, 800 fo 1,000

pounds per acre.
Johin H. Talbutl.”

Crood for clover and grasses.

Collected by

Dried soil, somewhat cloddy, of a light buff-grey color.
The silicious residue all passed through the bolting-cloth.
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No. 2030—" SuBsoIL of lie preceding, taken lo the depth of three
Jeet. Collected by folin H. Tulbutt.”
The dried subsoil is of a dirty orange-grey color. The
silicious residue, after digestion in acids, all passed through
the bolting-cloth.

COMPOSITION OF THESE SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. zo2g9. | No. 2030.
Orpanic and volatile matters . . . . . . ¢ 4 . & & = = = 3.239 z.
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . . . . . . . . . . . 3. i #4.781
Lime carbopate . . . « &« ¢ ¢ & & & 5 & & 5 28 & & + % & = 8 » L0220 L0445
Magnesis . 2 s .6 5 5 & % & % 5 %5 = = & = s & w % % # = = & & o097 T
Phosphoricacid - . . & & & & ¢« & ¢ & 2 2 20 8 5 2 % = s = = 144 | L1589
Sulphuric acid. . . . . . « « . . # = = s % = s 8 = s = 1+ + «| noOtest. | notest.
Potash . . . . . . .. sl ISR RN R B & 160 | . oo
BRI v, oo s g AT AR WRETE WANGCE e T i .268 | 102
Water, cil:u:l!ed Bt 3BO" . o L e s e s s e e s W w L5006 | 483
slfld ll-ﬂlli Il!I.E'l:l]l-lhlt !iliEltES- = = % § ® F & W oW ® W ® ¥ ® ¥ w w g"-llﬁs | 9' '-m
Tobaka: o e waoe FuEos WO BosEE AR GTETE SRR 99.395 | 95.775%
Hygroscopicmoisture . . . - . . & 2 & = = = = « « « = = . I.200 1.575
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . « + « « & = - 0.927 1.198
Soda in the insoluble silicates . . . . . s moRR SNERE S S 262 254
Characterof thesoil . . . . . . & . & v 2 ¢ ¢ & 4+ = 2 s 2 + - "l-riurgilnl:muil.'E Subsoil.

These soils, of average natural fertility, would require the
application of lime or marl, with phosphatic and alkaline fer-
tilizers, to enable them to maintain, indefnitely, a high degree
of productiveness. Judicious rotation of crops, including the
sufficient use of ameliorating clover or grass crops, to be
grazed or plowed in, together with barn-yard manure, might
keep them in good condition for quite a long period, without
the application of any outside fertilizers, especially if the pro-
ducts were consumed upon the farm; but when these are ex-
ported a gradual deterioration must result in all soils, unless
the essential mineral ingredients carried off in the products

are in some manner restored,
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GREENUP COUNTY.
CoalLs.

No. 2031—** CoaL, from Cane Creck Mines. New opening in
the No. 3 Coal, near Hunnewell Furnace. Average sample
No. 1; sent by Mr. H. W. Bales, Vice President of the Eastern
Kentucky Railway Company.”

A fine-looking coal, pitch black, breaking into thin laminz,
with no apparent pyrites, and some fibrous coal.

No. 2032—"CoaLr. Average sample No. 2; taken from about
one hundred yards from the place of the preceding sample.
Same locality,’ &e., &e.

Coal not quite so bright as the preceding sample. Some
granular pyrites apparent between the laminz,

No. 2033—* CoaLr. Average sample No. 3; from the same local-
ity as the two preceding ; taken about one hrundred yards distant
Jfrom the others.”

Resembles the last sample, but has no apparent granular
pyrites. Some fibrous coal between the laminze.
COMPOSITION OF THESE GREENUP COUNTY COALS, AIR-DRIED.,

e

No. z031. | No. 2032. l No. 2033.
I
Specificgravity . . . .« « . . 4 s v w s w4 e o I.345 1.344 1.383
e .._'J—:—-‘__:—._—_n:=|:._- RS W TR — e, T e = I
Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . .. : 6.33 5.7 6.03
Volatile combustible matters . . . « &« & « « = « & Z.42 33. 30.77
cﬂkﬁ. - ®m & g ® & 4 o & - & @ & & = & = - =& & o oW I|:5 h-gs 5‘3+ﬂ
Total . . . . ... ... c e e s e e e e e . ! 100.00 100.00 100.00
Total volatile matters . . . . . owe e s e ee ] 38.75 39.05 i 36.80
Carbonintheeoke . . . . . . . ¢ & & o & = « . . i 53-30 52.40 50.65
BsN LSl i e L EOER s RE R 7.9% 8.55 12,55
Total & o s s v Go C il b e e e | 100,00 100.00 l 100,00
Characterof the coke . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ; Prnic Dense | Dense
| SPongy- i Spongy. | spongy.

: ' | Light | Light | Light
Colorof the ash. . . . . . . . . . . ... ¢ ... :!ila:—grer. lilac-grey. i lilac-grey.
L — e — e T e e T -'-T;"_. — - _..l""'_ — =
Percentage of sulphur . . . . . . . . . . .« &« o« I 1.277 { 0. 900 1 1.458
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Considerable local differences may be observed, in the rel-
ative proportions of ash and sulphur, in these samples from
the same coal bed. They are all good coals of the variety
+splint,” or * semi-cannel,” to which the celebrated * block
coal” of Indiana belongs.

HARDIN COUNTY.

SoILs.
No. 2034—" VIRGIN SoiL, from the farm of Gov. fno. L. Helm,

one mile north of Elizabethtown, Hardin county. Forest

growth : beech, hickory, and oaks. Geological formation. St,

Louis limestone. Collected by the Rev. H. Herlzer.”

The dried soil is of a light yellowish-grey umber or dark
drab color. The clods are friable. The coarse sieve removed
from it a small quantity of ferruginous gravel. The silicious
residue, alter digestion in acids, all passed through the bolting-
cloth, except a small quantity of fine quartz sand and a few
particles of partly decomposed silicates.

No. 2035—* SURFACE Soiv, whick has been in cullivation for
sixty years. From the same localily as the preceding soil.
Average crops: 35 lo 45 bushels of corn; 12 bushels of wheal,
&c.  This farm is considered a poor and worn out one. De-
cayed rock six to eight feel. Collected by Rev. H. Hertzer.”
The dried soil is of a dirty-buff color; the clods quite firm.

The coarse sieve separated from it a small quantity of ferru-

ginous gravel. The silicious residue left on the bolting-cloth

some fine quartz sand of various colors, and some grains of
partly decomposed silicates.

No. 2036—'* SuBsol1L. of the two preceding soils,”” &c., &e.
This dried subsoil is of a handsome deep orange buff color.
Its clods are quite firm. The coarse sieve removed from it
about five per cent. of rounded ferruginous gravel. The sili-
cious residue resembled that of the two preceding samples.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE THREE HARDIN COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. 2034. | No. 2035. | No. 3036.
Drg..nlc I.'ﬂd 'uht'l’e malters . . . - ¥ & ® 3 ¥ B 4--‘-95 2. 5?5 :Isiﬂ
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides. . . . . . . 5.579 G.520 9.807
Limecarbonate . . . . . . . « & & & o & o = = » - 340 215 140
HIE““'. . " # & ® F @ = = ® & = E E L = ® ow y i':uﬁ .:z? r’:]
th hDﬂL‘ I\'."Id e Wom e f e B &l Bk N s B 1“[ i'u?n .ﬂj
&l“IP Ilt‘n: I.l:'ld ......... 4 B & & B & W & B b not est. not Ht-i- “‘nt Hl..
Potash , . . « « & o 2 2 2 o » ¢ 8 2 = B i B - 149 -11g 270
B50da . . ¢+ s v 4 0e  ewom v o4 woasomoww o oa OBIF fe w2 o e e e e
Water, e:pcl'lﬂl It 33:1‘“ F e WO W € e 1.675 .9%0 Q25
Sand and insoluble Silicates, . » « v o v 0 0 0 o . . | B7.675 89.140 85.500
| i
Tﬂtll ® & = =m= & ® # & ®w = = = & & = & w # m = & i Im.jﬂﬂ' ﬂ.slﬁ i w-&u
—— = R ————— —— _,—.....__r— ———————
Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.0900 1.510 2.080
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . . . 1.250 1.037 o.848
Soda in the insoluble silicates. . . . . . . . . . . -432 .376 .z86
= = ) P st o ] i
Characterof the 50il. . « + + « « « - . + . .+« . |Virginsoil| O'd field | gupei,

The greatest apparent deficiency in these soils is of the
phosphoric acid; this is apparent even in the so-called virgin
soil. There can be little doubt that the use of top-dressings
of bone-dust, superphosphate, or guano would greatly in-
crease their fertility. Although the old field soil shows evi-
dence of the diminution of its essential mineral ingredients,
as well as of its organic and volatile matters, fumus, it is by
no means to be considered * worn out.” Judicious culture to
restore its Awumus, by means of clover or other green crops,
grazed and plowed in, with the use of phosphatic fertilizers,
&c., would soon restore its fertility, if the land is properly
drained.

No. 2037—*VircIN Soin, from the farm of J. W. Fowler,
Colesburg, Hardin county. Forest growth: poplar, bcech,
sugar-tree, white and black oaks, hickory, &c. Geological
Sormation : St. Louis Group. Blue calrareo-argillaceous
shales. Decomposed rock three to four feel. Collected by the
Rev. H. Herizer.”

This dried soil is of an umber-grey color. The coarse
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sieve separated from it 4.31 per cent. of rounded fragments
of silicio-ferruginous concretions or sandstone, with a little
chert. The bﬂlling-clnth removed from the silicious residue,
after the usual digestion in acids, some small particles of
partly decomposed silicates, and a portion of a very small
encrinital stem,

No. 2038 —'*SURFACE SolL, thirly-four years in cullivation.
From the same farm as the preceding soil, &c., &c.  Aver-
age crops: of corn, 35 bushels; wheat, 16 bushels; oals, 15
to 20 bushels; of hay, one and a half tons per acre. Collected
by Rev. H. Hertzer.”

Dried soil of a lighter and more yellowish grey color than
the preceding. The coarse sieve removed from it nearly
seven per cent. of rounded ferruginous sandstone gravel or
concretions, with some chérty fragments. The silicious res-
idue resembled that of the preceding soil.

No. 2039—* SUBSOIL of the next preceding,” &c., &e.

The dried subsoil resembles the next preceding soil in color.
The coarse sieve separated from it nearly nine per cent. of
angular cherty fragments, with some silicified portions of en-
crinital stems and ferruginous gravel. The bolting-cloth
removed from the silicious residue a few particles of partly
decomposed silicates, one or two small clear quartz grains,
and two fragments of minute silicified encrinital stems.

No. 2040—** VirGIN Soi, from the farm of Van Buren Van-
decraft, on Muldraugsh's Hill, at Colesburg, Hardin county.
Forest growlh . poplar, beech, white oak, chestnut oak, sugar-
tree. Geological formation: St. Louis Group. Decayed rock
one to two fect. Collected by Rev. H., Hertzer”

Dried soil of a light buff-grey color. The coarse sieve
removed from it 10.55 per cent. of angular cherty fragments,
with some silicified encrinital stems and iron gravel. The
bolting-cloth separated from the silicious residue a consider-
able proportion of partly decomposed silicate grains, some

207



5(1 CHEMICAL REPORT.

resembling reddish felspar, with some minute silicified en-
trochi, and a few quartz grains.

No. 2041—" Surrace Soiv, fifly years in cultivation. From
the same farm as the preceding soil. Average crop of corn,
twenty bushels. Collected by Rev. H. Hertzer.”

This dried soil is of a brownish salmon color. The coarse
sieve separated from it only a small proportion of iron gravel,
and a small rounded quartz pebble. The silicious residue
resembled that of the preceding soil.

No. 2042—* SUBSOIL of the next preceding soil,” &e., &e.

The dried subsoil is of a handsome light brick red color.
It all passed through the coarse sieve. The bolting-cloth re-
moved from the silicious residue a considerable quantity of
partly decomposed silicate grains, which were easily crushed
under the finger, together with some blackish silicified por-
tions of encrinital stems, &c.

COMPOSITION OF THESE SIX HARDIN COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT z2:2° F.

Na zoyy. |No. 3038, | No. 2030, | No. soge | No. 3041 | Ne. so4s.

Ohgamic and volatile matters . . . . . . . . . 1.1 5.@1 - 4.610 .oldg :
Alumina and tron and manganess oxides. . . . g-:ﬂ‘»! B.asll | B34y o33 gﬂ? :?gﬁ
Lime carbomals . ., o o ¢ « = 2 = # & = » & & i, 350 .5151 A - g T
mm .................. L] « By - 143 D - Gy R
Phsphoricacid . . .. .. .. = ' oF omoE 203 A7 SEL] R T .o38 T
Sulphburic acyd . . . . 2 2 2 . 2 2 e w e - it est. not eal. oot el . | DoOb esk. nok rsk. mol et
Poal . . o isvpaaaasenmams e TS .2 175 .36 O35 A%
STu-ch ...... ;&.F.F ........... SO oL 07T Eﬂ 0T . I:E‘

Iltr.ﬂrcﬂtd-t BPF. . .. ixos s a.71% 2.07% 7. 000 1.62% 1180 1.5%
Sand and insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . .. 77905 B3 ego By 44 B6. 355 BE. gy B3.450

1 R KL S A e A LAt Hes. 75 pggn;ul ros, g [ 100, $O0 100, Shy
Hygroscopic moistore, . . . . . . ... . - =. 885 | 2315 | z. 265 £ Brg £.335 7.57%
- e ;ﬂ.-.--_.=.."—l-';——-r —_— ==
Potash in ithe imsoluble nlicaites . . . . . . . . l x. lal 2. 126 B.E o, i, 1.
Boca in the imsoluble silicates . . . . . . . . .! :.?H- . 784 -?i; ?:: ::; .;;
Character of the sofl . . . . .. ... .... i‘l’trginmll “‘Hf"’l Subsoll. Virgim soill V6 | Subsoil

It is interesting to notice in these soils the changes in com-
position brought about by long cultivation without the use of
fertilizers. In the case of soils Nos. 2037 and 2038 the or-
ganic and volatile matters have been reduced from 9.185 to
5.400 per cent. by the thirty-four years of cultivation; the
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lime carbonate from 1.350 to 0.625; the phosphoric acid from
0.203 to 0.172, and the potash from 0.595 to 0.279 per cent,,
while the percentage of sand and insoluble silicates is in-
creased from 77.915 to 83.090 per cent. In the soils Nos,
2040 and 2041 we find that the sixty years' cropping of the
latter have reduced some of its essential ingredients in still
greater proportion. The organic matters, &c., are reduced
from 4.610 per cent. to 3.085; the lime carbonate from o0.390
to 0.290; the phosphoric acid from o0.102 to 0.038 per cent.,
the potash from 0.316 to 0.035 per cent., and the sand and
insoluble silicates are increased from 86.355 to 88.940 per
cent.

The first set of soils was evidently naturally the richer; and
the relative present productiveness of the soil of the two old
fields corresponds nearly with their comparative richness or
poverty, as shown by their chemical composition; for while
the soil No. 2038 produces thirty-five bushels of corn per acre,
soil No. 2041 yields only twenty bushels. This latter soil is
greatly in want of phosphatic fertilizers, as well as those con-
taining potash salts. There is no apparent reason why, by
the proper use of such fertilizers, barn-yard manure, and a
judicious system of rotation, with the cultivation of amelio-
rating green crops for grazing purposes and for plowing under,
these soils may not be brought to and maintained in a condi-
tion of profitable productiveness.

HARRISON COUNTY.

No. 2043—Some LEAD ORE (galena), mixed with zinc blende;
in a gangue of barium sulphate, which included some angular
[fragments of embedded limestone; was brought lo the labora-
tory by Mr. John R. Procter for analysis.

This ore, reported to be argentiferous, is found in a vein of
heavy spar, on the farm of the late Mr. Shawhan, one mile on
the Lexington side of Cynthiana, on the Kentucky Central
Railroad.
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The lead sulphide was disseminated, in rather small propor-
tion in the samples brought, throughout the gangue, and when
reduced in the usual way, and analyzed, both by the wet way
and by cupellation, it was not found to yield more than a trace
of silver, in a lead button weighing more than eight grammes,
obtained from thirty grammes of the galena: so that it evi-
dently could not be profitably worked for this precious metal.
The rather small proportion of lead ore seems also to preclude
the profitable operation of this mine for the baser metal.

HOPKINS COUNTY,
So1Ls.

No. 2044—" VIRGIN SoIL; suirface soil to the depth of thivteen
inches; from woods on the farm of Mr. Mills, necar Norlons-
ville. Collected by John H. Talbutt." [Forest growlh gener-
ally oaks. Slope of the surface west-south. Sample laken
near the base of the hill, near a coal-shaft.

The dried soil is of a dark umber-grey color. The coarse
sieve removed from it a few small ferruginous concretions.
The bolting-cloth separated from the silicious residue, remain-
ing after the digestion in acids, 16.5 per cent. of the soil of
fine white sand, composed of rounded quartz grains.

No. 2045—* SUBSOIL of the preceding,” &c., &e.

The dried subsoil is in friable clods, of a brownish buff color.
It all passed through the coarse sieve. The bolting-cloth re-
moved from the silicious residue 10.50 per cent. of the soil
of fine white sand, like that of the preceding.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE HOFPKINS COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. 2044. | No. 2048.
Organic and volatile matters . . . . . « + « « + + = = = = = & 2.850 2.000
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . . . . . . . .. ... 4.9532 6.883
Lime carbonate . . . . . O P e O o I +080 | a trace.
Mapgnesis . . « o v . 2 s 4o s e am e s TR E . 106 181
Phosphoric acid . . . . . i aTE EgE EREE SRR ae R 083 JOTT
Sulphuric acid. - . . . . . s s < 4 s s s s s s s e e e mot est. | Dot est.
P“tﬂ - - - - - L ) - L] L] L ] L L - - . - » | o » L] . ¥ B -& B ll‘-s +M
sﬂd. ........ = ®m @® & W w wm wm % ® & ® & ® % @& ® ®» .ﬂjﬂ @ & = om wm
Water, expelled at 380° F. . . . . . . . & 4 ¢ & 0 v o o 4 & . .737 . 660
Sand and insoluble silicates . . . . . ¢ 4 4 0 0w 40 s e e e 90. 540 89.700
Tnt‘l ------------- - - * L L L - L # L] . L v . Wl“} wlm
Hrgrmﬂpic mﬂilt““ ......... 5 B = 8 & % @ & # ® ® | pﬂs 1 Iﬂs
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . « « « « + & = « « = 1.693 1.458
Soda in the insoluble silicates . . . . . « ¢« « « & =« « = = = « = ; 697
Characterof thesoil . . - . - & « & &+ & & + & = 2 = = o = 2 s Virgin soil.| Subseil.

These must be classed amongst the naturally weak soils, es-
pecially because of their small proportion of lime and phosphoric
acid. These necessary ingredients can, however, be easily sup-
plied in bone-dust, superphosphate, or guano, which, with a
further supply of potash in some appropriate fertilizer, might
make this soil quite productive, especially if proper means be
used to increase the proportion of /fumus, organic and volatile
matters, which are also in too small proportion in this soil.

JACKSON COUNTY.

No. 2046—“BrLack BAxD IroN ORE. Ox lop of the thirty-four
inck coal. Coyle's Bank. Big Hill, Jackson counly. Col-
lected by Jokn R. Procter.”

A dull, rusty-black ore; ferruginous on the weathered sur-
faces; shaly in structure. Some small reedy impressions be-
tween some of the irregular laminz. Some granular pyrites
apparent also.
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COMPOSITION, DRIED AT z12° F.

Ironcarbomate. . . . . . ., . . . . . . 4 s ¢ a4 70.168, containing 33.875 iron.

Alomina and trace of manganese axide. . . . . . . . . -4 30

Lime carbomate . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .30

Magnesia carbomate . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . 2 898

Phosphoricacid . . . . . . . . . . ¢ s o o oo o .. .345 = .155 phosphorus.

BMRIE o 5w R R R SR .26

Bitominous matiers. . . . . « « & & s+ & & & « = = - 1B.530

Silicious residue . . . . . + « & . . . - . . -+ » . - 6,230, containing 4.960 silica.
Fotali s v wnen Gan Fath el EN o e 99.805

If this ore is found in sufficient abundance, it may be smelted
with advantage, for the production of iron of a low grade for
ordinary purposes. Deducting the 18.54 per cent. of bitu-
minous matters, which will act in the smelting furnace like so
much fuel, the percentage of iron to the remainder is more
than forty-one and a half.

JESSAMINE COUNTY.

No. zo47—'* MinerAL WATER. Salt sulphur water, from a
well fifteen feel decp,; in the Lower Silurian blue limestone;
on the farm of fames Llewellyn, on the Russell's Tavern turn-
pike, about two miles west of Nicholasville. Sample brought
by Mr. B. M. Arnott.” (Analyzed by my son, Alfred Mer-
edith Peter, under my supervision.)

The water, brought to the laboratory in a stone-ware jug,
corked and well sealed with wax, smelt strongly of hydrogen
sulphide, but was somewhat turbid with a dark grey precipitate
of iron sulphide, &c.

SUMMARY OF THE ANALYSIS MADE.

Carbonic acid gas, present but not estimated, because a part
had escaped. Hydrogen sulphide gas, the quantity yet re-
maining was 0.015 gramme per litre, equal to o0.109 grain or
0.3 cubic inch per wine pint. Of course much more is present
in the water at the well. The following named carbonates
were found in the water, they being held in solution by the
carbonic acid present, viz: lime, magnesia, iron and strontia
carbonates, making a total weight of 0.276 gramme per litre;
equal to 1.592 grains per wine pint of the water. (The litre

equals 1000 grammes.) In the water, which had been boiled
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and had deposited these carbonates, the following ingredients
were found:

In a wine pint of the
In 1000 parts. el fom

Lime sulphate . .« . < . & « & & & = = « 0.016 o.117 of a grain.
Potash sulphate. . . . . . . . . ... .. not estimated.
Magnesium chloride. . . . . . . . . . . . I7I 1.244 grain.

tam chloride . . + « « & & & & & & & . much ; not est
Lithium chloride . . « + w s o o v « = & & a marked trace.
Sodium bromide . . . . . . . . . « + « .| considerable.
Sodium sulphide . . . . . .+ .« + » - . .02 .379 of a grain.
BYeA 0 S NS e T el . | not estimated.
Organic matters . . . . . . « & = « « &« . not estimated.

-— — ~— = EE——1 —J
. . ‘ 35.585 grains in the

Total saline matters. . . . . . « = o« = | 4.882 per litre. Wik pint,

This is a very good salt sulphur water, resembling in its
general composition the waters of the Blue Lick Springs and
of Col. J. W. Hunt Reynolds’ well, near Frankfort, as well as
that of the salt sulphur well at the Olympian Springs, in Bath
county.

The free hydrogen sulphide (sulphuretted hydrogen) and
the sodium sulphide are nearly in the same proportions as in
the Lower Blue Lick water; but the total saline matters are
only about half as much. The difference may be mainly in
the sodium chloride or common salt. These total saline mat-
ters, about five parts to the 1000 of the water, or about 55.5
grains to the wine pint, are nearly in the same amount as in
the salt sulphur water of the Olympian Springs; but this
water contains larger proportions of sodium sulphide and iron
carbonate than that. It also is evidently somewhat stronger
in hydrogen sulphide than the Olympian water.

There can be no doubt that this salt sulphur water may be
beneficially employed, under judicious medical advice, in the
treatment of many cases of disease for which sulphur waters
are appropriate, especially as it is somewhat chalybeate when
taken fresh from the well. Like all other sulphur waters, it

soon decomposes when exposed freely to the air,
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A more complete analysis would be necessary to determine
the exact proportions of all its ingredients, requiring a visit to
the well, for the testing of the recent water, and the use of a
larger quantity of it at the laboratory.

LINCOLN COUNTY.

No. 2048 —MiNerar. WaTeRr, “Sall sulphur waler, from a
spring in the Black Devonian skhale, at the Cincinnati South-
ern Railroad bridge over Greem river; at about the level of
the river; discovered by excavaling for a ‘borrow pit. Sent
Jor examination by R. M. Bishop, Esq. (now Governor of
Ohio).”

Although the water had been brought in a rather loosely
stoppered bottle, it yet smelt and tasted strongly of compounds
of sulphur. It was slightly turbid from the spontaneous pre-
cipitation of sulphur and iron sulphide, and was of a slightly
yellowish tint, doubtless from the presence of sulphuretted
sulphides, the result of partial decomposition of the hydrogen
sulphide. Of course only a qualitative analysis could be made
with the small amount of water supplied, under the circum-
stances.

SUMMARY.

The water was found to contain carbonic acid and hydrogen
sulphide gases in considerable proportion. Held in solution
by the carbonic acid were carbonates of lime, magnesia, and
iron, and probably of strontia. It contains a large proportion
of sodium chloride (common salt), with magnesium chloride
and a trace of lithium chloride, besides a notable quantity of
lime, magnesia, and potash sulphates, and sodium sulphide.
It resembles, therefore, the Blue Lick water, but is much
stronger in total saline matters and probably in sodium sul-
phide. The total saline matters of the Lower Blue Lick
water amount to somewhat more than ten parts in the thou-
sand, while those of this water equal about nineteen to the

thousand of the water.
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If this spring proves to be a constant one, the water de-
serves a complete quantitative analysis, and it could no doubt
be made available as a remedial agent in many cases of dis-

ﬂﬂﬁ-ﬂ.

LOGAN COUNTY.
SolLs
No. 2049—* VIRGIN SoiL, from the bottom: land of Wm. Mor-
ton, one mile north of Russellville, Logan county. Collected
by Rev. H. Hertzer. Gurological formation, St. Louis lime-
stone. Forest growlh: a nalural canebrake, sycamore, elm,
wild cherry, burr oak,” &rc.

The dried soil is mostly in friable clods, of a yellowish, light
umber color. It contains no gravel. The silicious residue,
left after digestion in acids, all passed through bolting-cloth,
except a few particles of partly decomposed silicates and a
small quantity of small rounded quartz grains, mostly color-
less.

No. 2050—* SUBSOIL fo the boltom land above described,” &c.

The dried subsoil is in clods, less friable than those of the
above surface soil; of a light yellowish-brick color. It con-
tains no gravel. The bolting-cloth separated from the silicious
residue a considerable quantity of small rounded grains of
milky and transparent quartz, also much of partly decomposed
silicates in small, rounded, soft particles.

No. 2051—**SURFACE SoIL, 7n cultivation thirty years; bottom
land ; from same farm as the two preceding. Average crops:
of corn, 30 bushels; wheat, 10 bushels; oats, 10 lo 15 bushels
per acve. Collected by Rev. H. Hertzer.”

Dried soil in pretty firm clods; of a dark umber-buff color,
or light buff-umber. Clods mottled with light brick color.
The coarse sieve removed from it a very few small ferrugin-
ous quartzy particles. The silicious residue contained rather
more small quartz grains, and soft partly decomposed silicate

particles, than the preceding.
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No. 2052—* BLAck SoiL" (so-called); * mon-productive; all
vegelables raised on it look sickly. Surface soil, from ithe
Edgetown stock farm of H. B. Tully, Russellville. Collected
by Rev. H. Hertzer."”

The dried soil is in pretty firm clods, of a dark snuff-brown
color, It contains no gravel. The silicious residue all passed
through bolting-cloth, except a few small quartz grains, and a
considerable proportion of soft rounded particles of partly de-
composed silicates.

No. 2053—* SuBsoIL, laken from a depth of six feel. From the
same localily as the nexit preceding. Collected by Rev. H.
Hertzer.”

“It is the richest virgin soil from the decomposition of the
St. Louis limestone, which rests underneath, partly decayed
to six feet in depth. This subsoil, mixed with the lighter sur-
face soil, makes very good bricks, and always enriches the
surface soil when properly plowed up. It is preferred for the
production of fine tobacco, characterized by broad silky leaves
and small stems or midribs. Forest growth, cedar and black
walnut.”

This dried subsoil is of a bright brick-red color. It is
somewhat cloddy. The coarse sieve removed from it some
few angular particles of partly decomposed chert. The sili-
cious residue all passed through the bolting-cloth, except a
few small rounded grains of transparent quartz, and a consid-
erable quantity of soft particles of partly decomposed silicates.

No. 2054—'* SURFACE SoiL, in cultivation for about thirly years.
From the same localily as the preceding. Crops, generally of
corn, the average yield of whick is thirty bushels. Original
growth: black walnutl, elm, wild cherry, rved and post oaks.
Collected by Rev. H. Herizer.”

The dried soil is in friable clods of a light buff-umber color.
Contains no gravel. Silicious residue like that of the next
preceding.
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No. 2055—* SuBsoIL of the next preceding,” &e., &e.

Dried subsoil of a light brick color, in pretty firm clods.
The coarse sieve separated from it a few particles of decom-
posing chert. The silicious residue is like that of the preced-
ing.

COMPOSITION OF THESE LOGAN COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

I
Mo, so4p. | No. sose. | No. sos1. | No. sogz | No. 2053 | No, 2ug4. | No. soss.
Organic and volaiile matters . . . .o 2.585 2. gho 3.035% s, =, e ]
Aluming and iron and manganese 4 7 s
oxbdes. . s s s opos o5 s a8 s s ok 3247 7. 005 5. 397 8. 315 1. B i T 9.t
Limccarbonate . . . . . ... .. 95 T 155 . Byo 248 . 180 ,
Hnmphrl:ndd .......... T . bgh . ibo L 27 L0 T
.......... T L1115 gy . 135 i r- T Lo37
Sulphuricaeid . . . . . . ;... .| motar | notel | potesi. | notest | notest. mot s | mot eat
Foaah . o o o « o 0 a8 8 5 8 3 @ .13z .1y BT wiific .21 .nI:.] 3rh
wmnw,é.,,.l.#i ........ iz ';rﬁ ;:B ..... 0N ".6;1 B ]
3 ac 3P F. . | ., . .B7s . 765 Loy 1.375% _ ; 775
Mﬂmﬂhﬂlﬂ- e s s s B350 83,755 go. 0I5 85.01% h.;z; gi.opgn | BE.a73
Teotal. © . o scs o madws s = 100, 107 9980 | 1oo. 194 95, 721 og. By 95, Bos, | 100, 1oy
1
Hyproacoplc motsture . . . . . . | 1.415 =, 385 1550 2675 I 3. Boa | L. 350 | 2.53%
- — -y - o — — '-_I___. - ——— ~— — 1
Potash in the inacluble silicares . . . | o. 1.3H 1.384 1,213 I 1474 1P
Soda io the imsoluble silicatcs . . . | 2?;: .gs;l 3 .353 ﬁf 15;1 6%
ﬂ.nmufﬂlt-nll......+.!\?lr:inmill| Subsoil. | Old field Hlu'ki-d];ﬁubldt ’%ﬁ'“im.
| : | i

The group of soils Nos. 2049, 2050, and 2051 are naturally
of average fertility, if they are sufficiently underdrained, with
the exception that the virgin surface soil appears to be rather
deficient in phosphoric acid and organic matters or /fumus.
The use of phosphatic fertilizers, and the cultivation of green
crops—of clover or grasses—to be grazed or plowed under, or
of barn-yard manure, would no doubt greatly increase their
productiveness. The surface could also be improved by a
gradual mixture of the heavier subsoil with the surface soil
during this process of amelioration.

The unproductiveness of the black soil seems to be partly
due to a deficiency of potash. Possibly, however, the land is
not sufficiently underdrained. If there is no want of drain-
age, the application of wood ashes, or other fertilizers con-
taining potash, would undoubtedly restore productiveness,
especially, as in other respects, this soil is not deficient in the

essential elements. The red subsoil of the same locality, No.
21y
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2052, would no doubt answer the same purpose, because of
its considerable proportion of potash, which may account
for its favorable influence on the tobacco plant. Subsoils,
however, should generally be gradually mixed with the sur-
face soil, and accompanied by barn-yard manure, or some other
organic fertilizer, to supply Jfumus.

The influence of the thirty years’ cultivation on the soil of
the old fields is manifest in the reduction of the proportions
of potash, phosphoric acid, lime, &c., and the increased pro-
portion of the silicious material, as compared with the original
soil. The continued cultivation of hoed or plowed crops, such
as corn, for a long series of years, has a very deteriorating
effect upon the soil, not only because the single crop gener-
ally draws inordinately on one kind of mineral matter, as, for
example, the corn makes a great demand on the phosphoric
acid of the soil, but also because the constantly exposed sur-
face is greatly subject to the washing action of the atmos-
pheric waters, which continually carry off its lighter and richer
ingredients, while its Zumus is more than usually removed by
the oxydating action of the air. A judicious rotation, in
which green crops, covering the soil for a time, undisturbed
by the plow, may protect the land from this washing and de-
composing influence of the atmospheric agencies, while they,
when grazed or piowed under, in whole or in part, may renew
the Jumus, and bring the mineral ingredients of the soil into
a soluble and available condition for the nourishment of inter-
mediate grain crops, or even of tobacco crops, would conduce
greatly to profitable farming, more especially if manures or
fertilizers are applied to the green crops. The tobacco plant,
which makes so heavy a demand on the soil for potash and
lime, as well as phosphoric acid, undoubtedly requires a sys-

tem of this kind for its continued or profitable cultivation.
218



CHEMICAL REPORT. 61

LYON COUNTY.
Iron OnEs.

No. 2056—*LimoniTE. Labeled iron ore, from Hall's patch
drift, Lyon county. Centre Furnace, Collected by P. N.
Moore.”

Mostly in dense, hard, brown, irregular lamina, but contain-
ing a considerable proportion of red and yellow porous and
soft ochreous material.

No. 2057—* LivMoniTE. Ore from Skillian Bank. Centre
Furnace, Lyon county. Collected by P. N. Moore.”

Mostly in dense, hard, dark-brown and blackish irregular
layers, with but little of softer, reddish, brownish and yellow
ochreous material. _

Other Centre Furnace iron ores may be found under Trigg
county.

COMPOSITION OF THESE LYON COUNTY IRON ORES, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. zo056. | No. z057.
i";“n E‘trﬁlidtu - % ¥ R B e &R * W . 49 Fo8..8 §.8 LI Ml:q’ ﬁs-l’ﬁ!
“m‘nl L] = - - - - L] & L] L] L] - L] - - ¥ L L L] L] L} L] R L -
Manganese oxide. . « . . ¢ & 0 - .. = s wome FwIR R } 1-393 1.763
Lime carbonake . . <« 4 o & # 4 o o = o 2 & o & ¢ & & 2a & o 4 a trace. a trace,
ng'll-ﬂi-iln ® * & @® ® ® ® @& @® & 4 W # = w " o = 8 & B B @ i.l:l‘l.l:e. ltr'c!.
th'phﬂﬁc “i-d llllll  * = w & @ & & & w L] L] = @ & = T .|35 = -50‘5
Sulphuricacid. . . . . . . ¢ v 0 v 0 v 0w e e e e . a trace. a trace.
Combined water . . . . . + ¢ ¢ ¢+ 2 ¢ = s 5 = 2 2 s 3 = # 2 & 10.000 9.630
Silica and insoluble silicates. . . « . ¢ = = = & 5 s & = 5 & & - zz.910 20,050
RO v am BtE Woee SIS AR WS RNdTe wEtE 100.680 100. 110
_— - — === e —— ., = — — - .—-.-
Porcontage of 000 ... o v i wn s sa & Wiaie wiwe o4 ® 46,320 47 -703
Percentage of phosphorus. . . . . . . « o s 2 = 2 s o s o « = .079 .220
Pﬂ‘ﬂhl:l.gt ﬂr IUIPh“r = = o R ¥ ¥ B F ¥ F O® ¥ ® §F = §g ® W & = a [ﬂi:l. ‘tmE|
Percentage of silica . . . . « . . . & & v o . .. s & moa a 21.820 19.060

These are evidently very good iron ores, more especially
No. 2056, which contains much the less of the injurious ingre-
dient, phosphorus, and which, consequently, would yield quite
a tough iron by judicious smelting.
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MADISON COUNTY.

No. 2058 —“CoaL, from Marskall Moran's Bank, Big Hill.
Thickness of the bed about thirly-four inches. Average sam-
ple by John R. Procter.”

A sub-conglomerate coal. A firm, pure-looking splint coal.

Has some fibrous coal between the thin laminze, but very little

appearance of pyrites.
COMPOSITION, AIR-DRIED.

Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . . . . 3.57 g
Volatile combustible matters. . . . . Jﬁ-ﬂ}za“l YOIMOOMIRE o Hnd 8 S
. arbon in thecoke . . ., . . ., . .77
Light spongy coke. . . . . .. .. 59-90 Light yellowish-grey ash ., . . . . si_ 13
100,00 100.00

The percentage of sulphur is only 0. 740.

In volume IV of new series of these Reports, pages 109,
110, may be found the analyses of other samples of the coal
from this layer, exhibiting considerable differences in the rela-
tive proportions of sulphur, &c., &c. No doubt the present
sample is a better average sample than No. 1878, which ex-
hibits so much larger quantity of sulphur.

No. 2050—MiNeraL WATER. “Sulphur water; from a well
owned by Dr. J. Reed; bored seven hundred and fifty feet
decp ; begun in the Black Devonian shale, and probably pass-
ing into the Trenton limestone, near Paint Lick. Collected by
Jokhn R. Procter.”

This water, brought to the laboratory in a corked bottle, had
of course lost most of its hydrogen sulphide by decomposition.
It yet smelt of this compound, and was of a slightly yellowish
tint, from the presence of a little sodium sulphide. It could
not be quantitatively analyzed, but the evaporation of a por-
tion of it showed that it contained a quantity of solid saline
matters equal to 0.2892 to the 1000 parts, or about two grains
to the wine pint. These were found, by testing, to consist of
carbonates of lime, magnesia, iron, &c., held in solution by
carbonic acid, and sulphates of magnesia, lime, and probably
of potash, with small quantities of chloride and sulphide of
sodium, &c. No doubt it is a good sulphur water, which de-

serves a complete analysis.
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No. 2060—*"Rep Bup SoiL, from the Covinglon farm, thirty-
Jour miles east of Lexington, half a mile back of Elliston,
Madison county. Collected by Mr. L. H. DeFriese.”

““On the hill slope, nineteen degrees west, below the outcrop
of the magnesian limestone and black Devonian shale. Depth
of the surface soil, twelve to fifteen inches. Forest growth:
red oak, burr oak, honey and black locusts, white and black
walnuts, hickories, sycamore, maple, black, blue, and white
ash, &c. Yield: thirty to fifty bushels of corn, eight to fifteen
of wheat, fifteen to twenty of oats. No hemp raised, and but
little rye."”

‘The dried soil is of a brown-umber color. The coarse sieve
separated from it 1.14 per cent. of ferruginous and cherty
particles. The bolting-cloth removed, from its silicious res-
idue, a considerable portion of fine rounded quartzose grains,
mostly transparent, with a few dark colored particles of unde-
composed silicates.

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT z212° F.

Organic and volatile matters. . . . . . . . . SRR VORGSR EOERR RN ay 5.8z5
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . . . . . . . . " s oss 8w e 10.434
;..{imt carbomate . . . . . . .. .. i s s e s s e s 615

:‘ntsll . . - r L} L) L] 1 ¥ L] L) - ¥ & L L] L L L] Ll * L L - . L L] L] L ] - lms
Phosphorfcacid . . & . o o o & & o o 4 & 5 5 8 = o & % o & n s % & & » . 301
Polaslh . L vie a0 ws el e W R AR e ke e B wTE o Ra dTe e e «379
Soda . . . . . e e e e 4 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 004
Water, expelledat 380°F. . . . . . .. . ..o 00t a v o 2.415
Sand and insoluble silicates . . . . + « + + 4 5 2 s 2 s r s e s s e .o 78.96%

Total . . . . . .. ..  REETE IS MRS i W e o R 99.071
Hygroscopic moisture. . . . . . . . . . .. sae e w WE Wi 6w 3.165
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . . . . ¢ oo 0 0 0. .. 1.537
Ht in l'h: inmtuhle “ilicatzs L L * - L L L L] LJ L] » - » - L L L} L] E L] L L] -w

On reference to volume IV, first series of Reports of the
Kentucky Geological Survey, page 215, it will be seen that
this rich soil has undergone some deterioration since the
analyses there reported were made, about eighteen years

ago. According to the description of soil No. 1128, given
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on page 214, it was collected from the same place, or nearly
so, as the soil above described. Local differences, however,
may exist, making the comparison imperfect.

M'CRACKEN COUNTY.

No. 2061—* SURFACE Soi1, fo the depth of eight inches. From
the farm of L. M. Flournoy, three miles from Paducak. Ter-
tiary formation, &c. [Forest growlh: mostly oaks of various
spectes, with some hickortes, &c. The corn crop averages
twenly-five lo forty bushels per acre. It is good lobacco sotl,
and considered average soil of the countly. Some sandstone in
the ravines, and indications of iron ore within half a mile.
Collected by John H. Talbuil.”

The dried soil is of a light greyish-buff color; friable. The
coarse sieve removed from it only a few small fragments of
decomposing chert. The bolting-cloth separated, from its sili-
cious residue, only a few small particles of partly decomposed
silicates.

No. 2062—* SuBsolL of the next preceding,” &re.

The dried subsoil is of a darker buff color, and the clods
are more adhesive than those of the above; they are mottled
with greyish and darker buff. It all passed through the coarse
sieve. Silicious residue like that of the preceding.

No. 2063—** UNDER-CLAY of" the two preceding soils, &c. (Sand

beneath this),” &c.

The dried under-clay resembles the subsoil, but the clods
are more firm. All passed through the coarse sieve. The
bolting-cloth removed from the silicious residue a large pro-
portion of particles of partly decomposed silicates.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE McCRACKEN COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT =212° F.

g S

No. 2061. | No, 2062. | No. 2063

Organic and volatile matters . . . . . . . . . . .. 2,050 z.650 2.675%
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . . . . . . . 5-497 1z.300 10.834
Limecarbonate , . . « . « = =« ¢ = » s = ¢ 0 = = = ;{lﬁg g0 « 150
BIABDESIR & o = s o s'd & % & wom 4 miE Eoew w o d ; 521 -649
Phosphoricacid . . . &+ . . . - ¢ & ¢« ¢ & & & + » 003 115 LobI
Potmali s s 37 5 e man Foo R RLRE o 167 .284 643
Bodi i e h s Fomim AEE LU R R e o [ S ] .087
Water, expelledat 38° F. . . . . . .. .. .... 1.000 1.000 i .000
Sand and insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . + . . . . 90. 940 Bz2.490 83.865

Tamal i a5id S0 Whita VTR e e R o 100. 301 99.550 100,004
Hygroscopicmoisture . . . . . . . . . .« . . . . 1.425 4.000 3.428
Potash in the insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . & . 1.700 1.605 1.427
Soda in the insoluble silicates. . . . . . . « . . . . .508 gL :
Characterof thesoil . . . . . « « + & « & & & &« Surfacesoil]l Subsoil. |Under-clay

These soils, of average natural fertility, could no doubt be
greatly improved in productiveness by the use of top-dress-
ings of phosphatic fertilizers, such as bone-dust, superphos-
phate, or guano. The subsoil is richer than the surface,
especially in potash, and might be gradually plowed up and
mixed with it in cultivation with advantage. The manurial
products of the barn-yard and stables, both solid and liquid,
should be carefully husbanded and regularly used upon the
soil. There is no reason why a very high degree of product-
iveness may not be maintained on this soil by a judicious sys-
tem of farming, in the proper use of fertilizers, and a due
rotation of crops, if it is well drained.

MEADE COUNTY.
Sois.

No. 2064—** VIRGIN SURFACE SOIL, from the land of Mr. Mec-
Carty, Muldraugh, Meade county. Sample laken twenly
yards from the railroad, half a mile from the station. Under-
lying rock, buff and blue sandstone of the Waverly Group.
Collected by fohn H. Talbutl.”

* Forest growth, white oaks, some trees five feet in diam-
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eter; poplar (liriodendron), some eight feet in diameter; large
chestnut, beech, red oak, shellbark hickory, some sugar-tree,
&c. Average corn crop, twenty to thirty bushels.”

Dried soil of a brownish umber-grey color. Clods some-
what adhesive. It all passed through the coarse sieve, except
some small angular fragments of weathered chert, and a little
shot iron ore. The bolting-cloth removed, from the silicious
residue, some rounded grains of quartz and of dark colored
silicates.

No. 2065—**SUBSOIL Zo the preceding,”’ &c., &re.

The dried subsoil is cloddy. Its general color is reddish
ferruginous, mottled with lighter colored and grey. It con-
tains fragments of weathered chert. The clods are quite
firm. The silicious residue contains a small quantity of small
rounded quartz grains.

No. 2066—* UNDER-CLAY below the two preceding,” &c., Ere.
Clods quite adhesive. Generally of a handsome buff color,

mottled and infiltrated with red ferruginous. It contains a

considerable proportion of fragments of weathered chert.

COMPOSITION OF THESE MEADE COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. 2064. | No. 2063. = No. 2066.

Organic and volatile matters . . . . . . . . . . .. 4-56% 5.665 - 3.600
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides ., , . . . . . 5.001 15.740 11.604
Limecarbonate . . . . . . . . « « « . = R 005 oo .04
Magmesls . - . 2ni e e e e W Ee W -133 -242 -SJB
Phosphoricacid . . . . . . « + & ¢ & o & = = = & = .10g . L0 i |
POLRER. . . v s oia » 9.0 2% S.08 W owme wowa = .156 - 425 z.
Sﬁdﬁ # = & #% & @+ ® ®w W = § @ W W & @® @ @& & * @ @ % - = e om ® = LI T = & @ ® @
Water, expelledat 380°F. . . . ., . . ... .. .. 1.000 1.335% 650
S-Ind md I;:“'"-b]t li“l.'-'itﬁ- L] ¥ & 2 ® ® @# @& & & s = H'?ls ?.5"‘335‘ h'l’s

Tu"]-l P @ " = = & & & & & ®F & @ B ® & ® ® LI J-I 'W-S?‘ W'“} H’-h
e g e e e e o - —_—— i - e |
Hygroscopic moisture . . . . . . - « « « = « = « =« i 1.600 4.265l a2.950
Potash in the insoloble silicates . . . . . . . . . . 1.207 1.540 2.259
Soda in the insolohle silicates. . . . . . . . . . . . 471 - 304 - 150
Characterof the soil. . . . . . . . . . ... ... '-;i::g:nl;ii;-rﬂ Subsoil. |Under-clay
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These soils would be greatly improved by top-dressings of
lime or calcareous marl in considerable quantity. The sub-
soil and under-clay are quite rich in potash, and might be
gradually mixed with the upper soil during cultivation. The
small average crop of corn is probably due, in part, to the
paucity of lime in these soils.

MERCER COUNTY.

No. 2067—* LIMESTONE, confaining green sand or glawucomite.
Sent by Mr. H. L. Tabler, of Harrodsburg, who says theve
is a bed of it two feel thick near that place.”

A dull, grey, fine-granular limestone, containing a large pro-
portion of small, rounded, bluish-green grains of what seems
to be green sand or glauconite, together with a considerable
proportion of bright, minute, cubical iron pyrites.

Some of the limestone, coarsely powdered, was digested in
a warm solution of ammonium nitrate, afterwards in weak
chlorhydric acid, to remove the calcium carbonate. The res-
idue was then ignited to remove sulphur from the iron bi-sul-
phide, after which the iron proto-sulphide was separated by
means of a magnet.

The remaining green particles were fused with mixed alka-
lies, and analyzed, with the following result, viz:

Silich - 2 o & 4 v ¢ o ¢+ 8 o s s 8 4 s 8 s e s e e m e e s 58.130
Iron and manganese oxides and alumina . . . . . « . « ¢ o 0 s 000 . . 312.
Lim® . o & & o 2 = 2 5 2 &« 4 = 2 % = s % a ¢ = = 2 % s 0 s & % & = & ® +7
Magnesia . &« . - « & s 5 = n s = % =5 » e T T T e R I I 807
Phosphoric acid . . + « « o« ¢ « o o o o 8 6 o 6 5 s 0 3 5 ¢ 3 8 s 8 s = 102
Alkaliesand loss . . . + =« « & T T T T I T R I I 8 8 7- ?h
Total, o v v o g o a5 B e o le SR e e 8 ks nieie 100. 000

The proportion of the green particles in the limestone was
not ascertained, but the whole material fused readily before
the blow-pipe, with intumescence, into a dark colored slag.
Some of the original limestone was also examined as to its

alkaline ingredients, and was found to yield: of potash, 3.372
¥YOL. ¥.-15§ 215
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per cent.; of soda, .319 per cent.; so that there is little doubt
that the green particles are glauconite,

As to the probable economic uses of this green limestone
layer, little can be said. Some of it was calcined, in a pow-
dered state, and tested as to its availability in the manufacture
of hydraulic cement, but it was found not to harden in water,
Possibly calcination with more lime might develop this prop-
erty. It is possible, also, that careful calcination alone, or
with more lime, might make it available as an alkaline fertil-
izer.

NICHOLAS COUNTY.

No. 2068—* MINERAL WATER., Re-examination of the salt sul-

Phur waler of the celebrated Lower Blue Lick Spring.”

About twenty-seven years have passed since the present
writer submitted this water to a quantitative chemical analysis,
the results of which, published at the time, are reproduced in
volume 11l of the first series of Reports of the Geological
Survey of Kentucky (see pages 361 to 368). Desiring to
ascertain whether any material change had occurred during
this lapse of time, in the general composition of this water,
and also to search for and determine some of its minuter
ingredients, not at that time sought for, a new examination
was made of it; Messrs. Hamilton, Gray & Co., of Maysville,
having kindly placed at the disposal of the writer a barrel of
the recent water.

The comparative results of the two analyses, made twenty-
seven years apart, show a remarkable resemblance, proving
that this celebrated water has not been sensibly weakened or
altered in composition during this period, as follows:
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COMPOSITION IN 1000 MEASURED PARTS OF THE WATER.,

Analysis 1850. | Analysis 1877,
Speciicgravity . « + =« « 2« ¢ 5 ¢ 5 2 5 2 5 2 8 ¢ & I.007 1.0072
Sulphuretted hydrogen gas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.3947 | not determ’d.
Freecarbonicacidgas . . . + « « o &« & o 4 & = &« & *!- +3547 | not determ’d.
Limecarbonate . . . « « & + « 5 s = « « 5 s s « = o.3850 o.3184
Magnesia carbomate . . . . . . .. 000 L 0. . L0022 0211
Alumina, phm;h:te of lime and iron carbonate. . . . . 0058 .0038
Sodiumchloride . . . . . « & & & &+ & ¢« v 4 & 4w & i 8.3473 8.3571
Potassiumchloride . . . . . . . . . . . .+« & &« . 0237 _1;&:
Magnesium chloride . . . . . . . FE R G wee e .5272 4864
Magnesium bromide . . . . . « + ¢« v « + v v 4 v v . .0039 0195
Magnesivmiodide . . . . . . . + . 4 4 4 s 4 e .. ~0007 .000
Lime sulphate .. . . . . . T T T . o «5533 .5
Potash sulphate . . . . . + . & + ¢ = ¢ + ¢ ¢ o s s+ = ASID Yo b v e e
Calciom chloride. . . = & - . = & & ¢ 5 o 8 6 v 2 2 afa s = 82 « = .obob
Lithiumchloride. . & . & & ¢ ¢ s 2 5 2 24 o 22 2 alas o aa as »00b0
Sodiomsalphide . . . . . . . . . .. 0000 h s ]l e e .. % .0307
Soda carbonate . . . . . . . . . o Ty B mecwih B . = " . 0140
Ml hi‘mu L L] L L L] - L] L] L] - 1 # L L L] L] L] Ll L] L] - - - 'M
Barytasulphate . . . . . ¢« v o« ¢ ¢ ¢ + 4 voon o alee oounin e 0002
Srontiasulphate. . . . « ¢« & a4 4 o b m s e s e e e e .0011
Bilicic achd « o« + oo o0 m v o0 5 53 woww s Em s LOITg 0140
Organicacids and loss . . . . . . .. . & ¢ 4 & & & . .2831 4573
Total saline matters in fopoOparts . . . . « . « « « . 10. 3000 10.5580

The minuter ingredients discovered in this water, in this
more complete analysis, are compounds of lithium, barium,
strontium, and boron, as well as small quantities of sodium
sulphide and soda carbonate.

The two latter compounds, with the soda bi-borate, give a
slightly alkaline reaction to the water, and the sodium sulphide
gives it greater durability as a su/p/iur water than the hydro-
gen sulphide alone does. The notable proportion of soda
bi-borate doubtless adds to its medicinal virtues. As for the
compounds of barium and strontium, they are in so small pro-
portions, and probably in the nearly inert form of sulphates,
that it is doubtful whether any influence can be attributed to
them. It has not been fully determined whether the com-
pounds of lithium, in such small quantities as they are usually
found in mineral waters, exert any curative influence whatever;

but doubtless these, as well as the other minute ingredients,
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are net without effect in this complex solution. Practical ex-
perience alone in the use of such waters must determine these
questions.

OHIO COUNTY.

Imon OmrEs.
No. 206g—** CLAY IrONSTONE, from Wim. Downs' * Iron Moun-

tain.' Rough creek, above Hariford, near the base of the coal

measures. Second bed, three to six inches thick. Collected by

C. J. Norwood."

A compact, fine granular, dark-grey ore. Not adhering to
the tongue. Exterior thinly incrusted with limonite,

No. 2070—** CLAY IRONSTONE.  From the same locality. Third
ore bed. Composed of two layers, with a thin clay parting,

measuring from three to four and two lo four inches, severally.
Collected by C. J. Norwood.”
Resembles the preceding.

No. 2071—** CLAY IRONSTONE. From the same locality. Fourth
ore bed. Six inches thick. Collected by C. J. Norwood.”
Resembles the preceding, but has more exterior limonite,

COMPOSITION OF THESE CLAY TRONSTONES, DRIED AT 212° F.

No. 206q9. | No. z070. : No. zo71.
Troncarbonate . . . . -« « « + & & = = & & = &= & - B0.012 Bg.117 | 48,211
Iron peroxide . . . . . - . - « « &« & Sa o ow e s not est. not est, 9.227
Alumina and manganese oxide . . . « « & & &+ . . 11.451 T.-437 .

" Lime ::rhum:: ------------------ 4.430 4 Eﬂﬂ | 5.5:;
Magnesia carbonate . . . . . . . . . ... o= oo 5-395 4 | 4.2
Phosphoricacid . . . . . + &« 4 4 2o ¢ ¢ 2 o o = = .377 5 7£ 1.805
Soplphuric acid. . . « &« 4 ¢ ¢ a o o ¢ & a0 & s o & trace. -o84 .030
Silica and insoluble silicates . . . . . . . . . . - . 17.280 TE.480 19.8%0
Water and organic matters . . . . « « + + ¢ &« = + - 1.055 1.677 3.392

Todal s vl Bk Vi S . et e ! 100.000 | 100.000 100.000

' |

e S— Lk —— |= _._.._,l':
Percentage of irom. . . . . . . . 4 « s . . 0 o . | 20,857 32.204 29. 4584
Percentage of phosphoras . . . . . . 2l e E 146 <343 475
Percentage of sulphor. . . . . . . D R trace. D34 -olz
Percentageof silica . . . . . . « ¢ s o s & s « s & 13.860 6.860 17.460

g R— ——

While these claystone ores could not be made to compete
with limonite ores of favorable composition in the production

of the best tough iron, they may yet be made available in the
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vicinity of abundant cheap fuel and limestone, for the produc-

tion of cheap iron for many uses. Of course the preliminary

of roasting these ores will be necessary.

No. 2072—** LIMESTONE, under Coal A, Ben's Lick Hill. On
the hill above Brown's Coal Bank, three miles southwest from
Hartford, Ohio county. Collected by C. J. Norwood.”

A compact or fine granular fossiliferous limestone, of a dirty
grey color, presenting a somewhat brecciated appearance in
parts, with ferruginous stains in the veins.

No. 2073—* LIMESTONE, ferruginous, below Coal D, on Rough
creck, moulh of Brush creek, three miles below Hartford. Col-
lected by C. J. Norwood." (Will it serve for cement?)

A compact or very fine-grained limestone. Interior gen-
erally dark slate-grey; exterior, and in the veins, ochreous.
Somewhat brecciated in parts.

Some of this rock, in the state of powder, was heated to
redness in an open crucible, for an hour and a half, then mixed
into a stiff paste with cold water—a portion with sand, and a
part without sand; the wet lumps were exposed to a moist
atmosphere for a day, and then immersed in water. The
lump containing no sand hardened completely; that with the
sand did not become so hard.

COMPOSITION OF THESE OHIO COUNTY LIMESTONES DRIED AT 212° F.

No. 2072. | No. 2073.

Lime carbonate - . = + ¢+ 2 o 1 = s = s & s 2 s # = = s = » = g9o. 7580 41.680
Magnesiacarbonate . . . . . . . . . . . ¢ . 4 s . e a = - - 1.501 22.748
Alumina and iron and manganesc oxides . . . . . .« 2 4 0 . . 1.189 8.640
Phosphordencid . . o o 0 4 20 o o 0n a0 0 20 s 03 s mis 371 153
Sulpherdeaeid .o L. LU Se Ga s b e e W not est. not est,
PREREE: . o oon i Wow i WG AR SR e mEwe wiiesae .327 1.253
N, o s il ow e s wwm A ee R e Bk B B ww R « 100 «323
Silicions residue . . . . . + & & & o = 2 = + &+ - = s a = * »« = 4. 160 24 .060
Mowstureand loss . . . . . . . . s 5 . s b s e s w s os s s s 1.572 1.143
Totl . oonn won o won EOREE W e W 1C0. 000 100,000
Percentage of ime . . . . . . v . & & & o 0 o o 0 8 ¢ = = & go.837 23. 341

While the first sample will yield very good lime for ordinary
purposes, the second may make very good hydraulic cement
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by careful calcination. It does not require as much sand as
other hydraulic limestones which contain a smaller proportion

of silicious matters.

CLAYS OF OHIO COUNTY.
No. 2074—* InpDURATED CuLAY, below Coal F, mouth of Bruskh
Run, on Rough creck. Collected by C. J. Norwood.”
A dark-grey shaly clay, with impressions and remains of
reed-like leaves, and some ferruginous stains.

No. 2075— CLAY, from near Elm Lick, on R. B. Thompson's
land. Coal measures. A good deal used in Louisville. Col-
lected by C. J. Norwood."

An irregularly laminated clay, mottled with grey of various
tints, and ferruginous infiltrations. Has some imperfect veg-
etable impressions, and minute glimmering specks of mica.

No. 2076—* Crav, from Bald Knob Church, Caney precinct, on
the Pinchico road, about two feet below a coal bed. Collected
by C. J. Norwood.”

In friable lumps, showing imperfect and irregular stratifica-
tion. Of a light bluish-grey color, with infiltrations of ochre-
ous and ferruginous, occasionally nearly black, especially in
the cracks and along the course of rootlets which have pene-
trated it. Before the blow-pipe it appears to be quite refrac-
tory, not fusing, but softening and shrinking somewhat into a
hard, porcelain-like, nearly white mass. When not so in-
tensely heated it burns of a light salmon color.

COMPOSITION OF THESE OHIO COUNTY CLAYS, DRIED AT 212° F.

an. 2074. | No. 2075. | No. 2076.

s e 6g. 260 To. 860 62.760
BIEARE iia s %% Fiaiw wiwie s s bia e g 16640 19.240 26. 420
TN OXidE o o oo 6.8 400 scowm Bw o ww o ww 4.520 3.120 1.580
LA - v iasn S8 w i e ik om ows b a trace. | a trace. .325
MIRERERIR o oo aome wiwim wow % bR W be .893 -425 a trace.
Phosphorieacid . . . . . . . . . . ¢ ¢ 0 v 4 v & & a trace. | a trace. not est.
Pobaah o S S s AiEe e Bwe S 3.102 z.351 11
SodR .. . .. i i s et n s e .210 .253 .268
Waterand losk:: 2 2805 Sl in VAl SRR 5.375 3-751 7.731
Tl 5 e WaiE PR Feldete Riera R 100.000 | 100.000 100,000
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No. 2076 contains 5.3 per cent. of fine transparent colorless
sand grains. This seems to be a very good fire-clay.

OLDHAM COUNTY.
So1Ls.

No. 2077—" VIRGIN SolL, from the surface, and to the depth of
thirteen inches. From the farm of Dr. Coy Kaye, Pewee
Valley. Upper Silurian formation. Forest growth : beech,
oak, poplar, black gum, &c. Soil better than usual in this
locality. Collected by fohn F1. Talbutl"

Dried soil, of a brownish-grey color; friable; contains no
gravel. Its silicious residue all passed through the bolting-
cloth.

No. 2078— SUBSOIL of the preceding,” &c., &e.

Dried subsoil of a bright brick color, somewhat cloddy.
Contains no gravel. The bolting-cloth separated, from the
silicious residue, a very few small rounded quartz grains,

No. 2079—** SURFACE SolL, from while oak land, Pewee Valley.

Collected by A. W. Kaye.” Uncultivated.

The dried soil is in friable clods, of a dark umber-grey
color. Contains no gravel. The silicious residue, left after
digestion in acids, all passed through the bolting-cloth, except
a few small milky quartz grains.

No. 2080—*' SUBSOIL o the preceding,” &c., &e.

The dried subsoil is generally of a dark, orange-buff color,
mottled with light grey and ferruginous. It contains some
nearly black concretions and infiltrations. The clods are
somewhat firm. It contains a few small fragments of weath-
ered chert. The bolting-cloth separated, from the silicious
residue, some hard particles—reddish and white —of unde-

composed silicates, resembling felspar.
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COMPOSITION OF THESE OLDHAM COUNTY SOILS, DRIED AT 212° F.
No 2077. ' No. 2078. | No. 2079. | No. 2080,
| L]
Organic and volatile matters . . . . . . . 4.612 .016 4-215 3.250
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . 4-449 .88z 5.010 9.008
Lime carbomate . . . . . . .« « « . . - 145 -195 <245 | « 220
Magnesisa . . . . « o o s 2 s 5 o 'a s, -313 -304 L250 | .178
Phosphoricacid. . + « « & « « + = 141 .0g8 .125 ! 077
Eulp]furin ekl -oeh wiE e AW & e notest. | notest, | notest. | not est.
Powash . . . « - « s« =« « = » e s e e e .388 521 138 .« 349
Soda.. . . .. TEETEE. 055 117 .035 -330
Water, expelled at 38¢°F. . . . . . . . 713 .6o7 1.535 1.150
Sand and insolable silicates . . . . . 88.665 B6.465 B8.2450 By.Bz3
TolBl ooow winim wowcw sowcE woe 9. 481 100. 205 99.793 99. 387
Hygroscopic moistare . . . . . « « .+ - . 1.900 2.875 1.850 3.300
x |
Potash in the insoluble silicates. . . . 1.281 1.109, 1.428 i1.088
Soda in the insoluble silicates . . . . .381 444 663 .oz2
) S | v
Character of thesoil . . . . . . . . . .|Virginsoil.] Subsoil. Eur&umili Subsoil.

Soils Nos. 2077, 2078, and 2080 are exceptionally rich in

potash; the other contains an average amount. The subsoils
in both samples are somewhat deficient in phosphoric acid.
These may be classed as good rich soils, but their productive-
ness might be improved and maintained by increasing their
proportion of Aumus in a rotation of crops, and by the use of
phosphatic fertilizers. It is also probable that plaster of Paris
on the clover crop may be beneficial on soils Nos. 2077 and
2078.

TRIGG COUNTY.
No. 2081—* LIMONITE 2ron ore. From a bank one mile south
of Centre Furnace. Average sample, by P. N. Moore.”

This ore is mostly in dense, hard, irregular hematitic lay-
ers, dark brown and nearly black, with but little of the softer
ochreous ore.
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COMPOSITION, DRIED AT 212° F.

Iromperoxide . . . . . . . . . . ... .. 71.708 = 50.195 per cent. ol iron.

Alumina and manganese oxide , . . . . . . . 045

Lime carbonate . . . . . . . . & &« « u = =« trace.

Magnesia . = . & . = = & = = s &« = = s = = trace.

Phosphoricacid . . . . . . . . « « . . . . 27 - .095 percent. of phosphorus.

Sulphuricacid . + « « « & &« = + 4 « & o trace.

Combined water . . . & ¢ & = & o 2 = & = & g.630

Silicions residue . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 17 280 — 16.963 per cent. of sjlica.
Total . . . . . . « . . . .« .+ o 4 ... 95. 780

This is quite a rich and pure ore, which would doubtless
produce a very tough iron, provided the fuel and flux em-
ployed in the smelting process are f[ree from sulphur and
phosphorus.

PIG IRONS OF CENTRE AND TRIGG FURNACES, TRIGG COUNTY.

No. 2082—* Pic Irox No. 1. Foundry iron. From Centre
Furnace. Collected by P. N. Moore.”
A moderately coarse-grained grey iron. Yields readily to
the file. Large fragments of it break readily, but the smaller
ones extend considerably under the hammer.

No. 2083— Pi; Iron No. 2.  Foundry iron. Centre Furnace.
Collected by P. N. Moore.”
Somewhat finer grained than the preceding, especially on
the outer surfaces, and a little lighter colored. Yields readily
to the file, and extends considerably under the hammer,

No. 2084—" P Irox No. 3. M/l iron. Centre Furnace,”
&e., &'e.
Lighter colored, finer grained, and more brittle than the
preceding.

No. 2085—*Pic IroN. Mill iron. From Trigg Furnace
&', &re.
Quite a fine grained grey iron. The small fragments ex-
tend considerable under the hammer. Yields to the file.

No. 2086— Pic Irox. Silver Grey. From Trigg Furnace,
&e.  Collected by P. N. Moore,” as were also the above
described.

Hard; easily splintered on the edges. The small fragments

extend very little, before breaking, under the hammer.
233



76 CHEMICAL REPORT.

COMPOSITION OF THESE CENTRE AND TRIGG FURNACE PIG IRONS,

No. 2082 | No. 2083. | No. 2084. | No. 2085, | No. 2086,
T 1
Specific gravity . . . . . . . . 6.872 7.027 7.183 ] 6.934 6,864
| =—— —— e e | = —_—
|
Irams i aia ol atE woalh 92. 349 92.953 23.046 | gr1.173 89.576
Graphite. . . . . . . . . . . 3-380 3. 140 2.860 | 3.400 1. D00
Combinedcarbon . . . . . . .|. . . .. 1.010 r.oéo|. . . .. 1.3%0
Aluminum and manganese. . .| not est mot esi. not est. not est. not est.
Silicon . ¢ - . v e 8 0 4. . 3.-794 2.641 1.932 4.592 6.637
BIAE - i % s an & ew wimis 660 - 100 .3bo 1.160 1.560
Phosphorus . . . . . . . .. .318 .318 276 | .26z L 221
Sulphur . . . - . - 0 - . . -0b7 074 . 104 004 «A21
Towal .5 2@ o & o4 5 . 100,568 .! 100,236 loo. 538 100,681 100, 495
———— S __| T —————— e ——— =
Totalcarbon . . . . . . . . . 3.38%0 | 4.150 3-920 3.400 2.380
i i

e e e B e et

These are all good samples of pig iron. The mill iron
does not contain enough phosphorus to prevent it from pro-
ducing good tough bar iron by judicious puddling.

WARREN COUNTY.

No. 2087—* MiINErAL WaTEr. Sulplur waler. From a bored
well two hundred and thirly feet deep. Smith's Grove, one
hundred miles from Louisville, on the Louisville and Nashuville
Railroad. Sent by Junius Woolen, M. D."

The water was brought in tightly corked bottles, but when
it arrived at the laboratory the hydrogen sulphide had all
been decomposed; it was slightly opalescent, probably from
the consequent precipitation of sulphur. It is slightly alka-
line,

As there was an insufficient quantity of the water, a com-
plete analysis could not be made; but from the preliminary
examination of it, the following provisional summary of its
composition is given: hydrogen sulphide gas, quantity not
estimated ; carbonic acid gas, not estimated.
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SALINE CONTENTS.

]
Limecarbonate . . . . 4 « + & o & = = &+ & =« s « o« & « » 0. 1445 | } Dissolved by
Magnesiacarbonate . . . +« « .« « & 4 4 5 e 4 - o= s o= 0w 0177 } the carbon-
it_mntil]c:l.‘rbnnlle ................ s =« «| mDOLest. ic acid.
imesulphate . . . « . - = & . 2 & & b = s o= os o sa s s o 393
M:gunhpnulphltc .................... .2856
Potash sulphate . . . . . « « & + & &+ 4 ¢ = 5 ¢ &« & & & . 0041
Sedssulphate . . &+ + o & 2 3 & 5 8 s s 5 88 s s s o= . - L0213
Sodiumchloride . . . & & &« =« o & « = « = = s ¢ = = = = L0520
Lithiumchloride . . . . . . . . -+ 4 & = + + = = & & » not est.
Sodacarbomate . . - & & & - & & s = & % 5 o2 o8 = 9= o2 8 o« 038
Silieas oo 0L g LU guE DO Zhn Qiiln SR wiiiEd S L0022
Ingredients undetermined and Joss. . . . . . . . . . . .. L2547
Saline ingredients in 1oco parts . . . . . . o . . 4 oe s . | 0.7200 |

pe— e — =

It is desirable that a more thorough analysis should be made
of this water, which seems to be a good saline sulphur water,
which may be made serviceable in the treatment of various
ailments.

This well is within six miles of the Chalybeate and Cha-
meleon Springs of Edmonson county, and its use is said by
Dr. Wooten to be beneficial in dyspepsia and indigestion, &c.
The spectroscope showed in it traces of lithium and strontium
compounds.

APPENDIX.

TEXAS CHETACEQUS SOILS.

With a view to comparison with our Kentucky soils, some
of the black soils from the cretaceous formation of Texas were
analyzed.

No. 2088— BLAck SANDY SoiL. From three miles northwest
of Sherman, Grayson counly, Texas. Prairie soil, in culliva-
tion. Collected by Mr. Jesse H. Talbutl”

A dark, mouse-colored sandy soil. containing many frag-
ments of roots, &c. The silicious residue, after digestion in
acids, all passed through the bolting-cloth, except a small

quantity of colorless, transparent, rounded grains of quartz.
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No. 2089—*So1L. From ‘black waxy’ land, half a mile east
of Sherman, farm of H. H. Allen. Prairie land. Collected
by Mr. Jesse H. Talbutt.”

Quite an adhesive soil; in clods; of a greyish-black color.

The silicious residue all passed through the bolting-cloth.

No. 2090—*"“SoiL. From ‘black waxy’ land, H. M. Stone's,
two miles west of Playno, Collins counly, Texas. Prairie
land, in corn. Collected by My. fesse H. Talbutl.’

Not quite so black as the preceding; not in clods; friable.

Effervesces strongly with acids.

COMPOSITION OF THESE TEXAS S0OILS, DRIED AT z212° F.

No. 2088. No. 2089. [ No. zo00.
[
Organic and volatile matters . . , . . . . . . . .. 4.977 | 7.233 7.097
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides. . . . . . . z.0016 B.157 11.447
Limecarbonate . . . . . . & + + =« v # = 5 & = & = 380 1.745 17.08¢
Magnesia .. . - + + o« s o s 5 v = 5 s » # 20 = = & . 169 -223 230
Phosphoricacid . . . . . + =« + ¢ = ¢ 4 v 4 2 v = & -I24 083 <143
Sulphuricacid. . . . . . . . . ¢ ¢ o o 0 0. .. not €st. not est. not est.
Potash .. . . « o v v 6 v 6 4 o 0 5 0 2 2 0« 5 & 078 211 497
%ﬂn - @ L] ili 'd L] L] W F.. """"" . * ¥ L] * [ -051 nﬁt L L L] :m:
ater,expelledat 380° F. . . . . . . .. .. ... 799 1.391 I.
Sand and f:mluhlt silicates. . . . . . &+ & & & - . . 8g.690 Sulljiga 61,840
Total . . . 4 v s v v o v v 4 s s v o 5 a0 = 99. 385 ! 99.784 100,000
- N -
Hyproscopic moisture . . . . . - -« « =« « +« o« = =« = 3.075 t 0.665 o.850
Potash in the insonluble silicates . . . . . . . . . . . [ o.670 i o, 764 0.443
Soda in the insoluble silicates, . . . . . . . . .. 322 .159 . 307
Characterof thesoil, . & & o ¢ 4 = ¢ a4 5 54 = & Bl'k sandy. Bl'k waxy. BlI'k waxy.
|

These Texas prairie soils differ from most of our Kentucky
soils in their smaller proportion of alkalies in the silicious res-
idue; they also present a larger quantity of carbonate of lime,
which is very large in soil No. 2090, and which helps to give
the waxy character to the land. The so-called black sandy
soil is quite deficient in potash, and would not prove durably
productive without the continued use of fertilizers. The rich-

est of them all is No. 2090. The rock substratum to these
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soils is an indurated chalk, the imperfect analysis of which is
given below,

No. 2091—* INDURATED CHALK Rock. From near Sherman,
Texas. Collected by Mr. fesse H. Talbutt.”
A whitish, somewhat friable rock, stained irregularly with
light ferruginous. Adheres firmly to the tongue,

COMPOSITION, DRIED AT 212° F.

Limecarbonate . . . o h = o p % 5 & & = = & S & & 2 % = 8 & & = = = ' 85.270
Magnesia carbonate . . . . . . v « & ¢ 4 & 8 s 2w w e s s s | trace,
Alumina and iron and manganese oxides . . - . - 2 2 5 & s s o= o= s o= s s 2.gBo
Silicions restdie . . . . « ¢ ¢ & 5 5 4 2 2 s 8w E s s oE R s s s s s 10.276
Alkalies, phosphoric acid, &c. . . . . « « « ¢ ¢« ¢ 4 0 4 40 e a s e not det'd
WO oom wiwem R MR R o R skl M AR RS | 99.526
1

No doubt the action of the large quantity of carbonate of
lime, derived from this soft substratum, in gradually decom-
posing the silicates of the soil, is the cause of the rather small
proportion of the alkalies in the insoluble silicates of the sili-
cious residue.

CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF THE AsSHES oF THE HuNcarian Grass (Paxicum Ger.
MANICUM) AND GERMAN MILLET (Pantcum ).

No. 2092—* HuNGARIAN GraAss (black-headed ), taken roots and
all, the leaves being nearly all green, and the seeds in the soft
or doughy state. Plants about three feet high, in the condition
in which they are generally mown for hay.”

The field on which they were grown had been in winter rye,
which had been all grazed down by cattle, and the cattle had
been fed with corn fodder on the ground during the winter,
. The grass had been sown about the first of June, 1875, and it
was mown August gth to 13th. Rich blue-grass soil. Farm
of R. Peter, Newtown Turnpike.

The quantity taken for analysis; weighing 524 grammes in
the green state, after washing it in the evening and subse-
quent drying through the night; grew on less than a square
foot of surface, and when thoroughly air-dried weighed 182
grammes, or 34.751 per cent. of the green plants,
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No. 2093—* HUNGARIAN GRraAss, same variely as the preceding.
From the adjoining farm of Mr. C. M. Keiser; gathered [fune
27¢k, 1876.

Plants three to three and a half feet high. The heads just
forming.

No. 2094—* GERMAN MILLET. From a field of len acres, just
oultside the city limils of Lexington, on the Newtown Turn-
pike; property of Mr. /. K. Drake.”

This field has been fully seventy-six years in cultivation,
mostly in corn and garden stuffs, with occasional small grain.
Five years ago it was manured with seventy-five cart-loads of
stable manure to the acre. and sowed in clover, which was
allowed to remain until last year, when the ground was put
in hemp, which was rotted on the same surface. The clover
was mowed only one year, and in the other years very few
cattle were grazed on it; so that most of it rotted on the
ground. The German millet sown this year, 1875-'6, gave
seventeen stacks, estimated at two tons each, of hay, equal to
more than three tons to the acre. The grass grew nearly five
feet high. and was coarse and hard in the stalks. The sample,
gathered about the time of mowing it, August 28th, had its
heads heavy with ripe seed; lower leaves dead.

In the green state it weighed two hundred and four
grammes. After two months air-drying in the laboratory it
weighed ninety-six and a hall grammes, of which there were
thirty-seven grammes of seed. The stalks and leaves were
incinerated separately from the seeds.

No. 2095—** THE SEEDS of the above described sample.”

For comparison, the analysis of the ash of the buckwheat
and clover plants are appended (the latter in Table II), copied
from a memoir by the writer (in volume II, pages 157, 158
(lower paging), Kentucky Geological Reports, second series),
238



CHEMICAL REPORT—APPENDIX.

81

TABLE 1. COMPOSITION, CALCULATED IN 100 PARTS OF THE ASH. CAR-
BONIC ACID EXCLUDED.
'l’ul.:n,j\.. ik .
e
No. soga. Me. 7093 Mo, zoo4. HNo. 2095, Geological
Repors.
e | |
Hunganan | Hunganan | German mil- | German mil-  Puckwheat
grasa. Erass. Iet, stalks and] let, seeds. planwinfower
leaves. |
Lime . .....0000000404 0.957 o.937 11. 350 7-711 13 4
M R, o v s s w s w s e on s - 450 i, zbo 3-237 6 gaf 0. 53
Alumina and iron and manganete ox-

R i 2.000 3. 378 3. 624 1. o0 not est.
SmFMHh ------- T L. Ti4 47. 07 3. ey 24705 P'ﬂ
A ] s R L .2 135 ATy fsoaona e it
Fhosphoricacid. . . . o 11110 519 o033 L 8. o4 16,824
hdmc ..... i By a, .J17 578 1.378
ErlFm B s e oy e A Logy 2, fza 243 ¥ olam 431
" " o o= @ & @ 1.93 3 5

ginsoluble, . . . ... ... m.'ij; 31.#2}5 37.o1° .38 i T .J ’49
WAL, oo iim g S S 95. 265 o9 g4l ' ———— o Béo mn-;u_u-
f i

— S —y— ’—. ———— A [ — — = — g
Percentage of ash to dried plants , B.oby B_yf1 & b8 3. 808 B. b3
Percentage of ash to green plants . 2. Bog | not est. - T ) (PR e B L. 577

= = —— |y, s e
Percentage of dried to green planes. | . 751 | not ek, 47-350 | . .. = s . s 18,000

* The lower paging.

TABLE II. COMPOSITION OF THE ASH OF THESE PLANTS, SEEDS, &c.
CARBONIC ACID EXCLUDED., CALCULATED IN oo PARTS OF THE
DRIED PLANTS, &c.

¥al. r ."!'\-"nl. . .
N N N N K . ﬁﬁ}lmlis. K wdeets,
B, oG, . oY B B0 o, IO, i::ll - lc:l.nﬁnﬂnt:
Hungarian Hungarian | German mil- | German mil- | Buckwheat |
grass, grass. lex, I!:Jh and| let, seeds.  plants in Aower Clover plants,
viea

Lime , . ... AR o.opt . o o, st ©. 193 2.9 z.

Magnesiz . . .. . . O ~olia .o L1973 g3 £

Alumina, In:n_ and - . - "

Powsh ., .. .. ' :j-:;: 3-;1h l:ﬁlg- ::I SR ‘!r.l-rl',;‘ ----- -:.p

Soda. . . .. ... .E& m ::; P ﬂﬁ l:: ;:

Phosphoric acid , . . . ¥ . P .

i el e % o = e s

mﬂ:mdnhﬁ B 5:2:; l:::!} % A i{ . 15 - 'f

*The lower paging.

It can be seen in these tables that the ash of the Hungarian
grass, as well as that of the German millet, is remarkably sili-
cious, and that a large portion of the silicious matter is in the

insoluble condition,
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At first, it was supposed that, although care had been taken
to wash the plants thoroughly, much of this silicious matter
might be excluded from the results of the analyses, as sand
accidentally derived from the soil, and adherent as dust to the
plants; but a more thorough examination, with the aid of the
microscope, in the hands of our experienced microscopist, Mr.
Alexander T. Parker, showed that much of it was in the form
of a silicious skeleton of the plant tissue. This fact was made
more manifest by digesting portions of the stem and leaves in
diluted nitric acid, with and without the addition of chlorate
of potash, until the organic matters were mostly decomposed
and removed, when beautiful silicious skeletons were obtained,
which, under the microscope, showed silicious casts or incrust-
ations of the vegetable cells, and curious dumb-bell forms,
proving that the silicious matter, in a dissolved state, had
penetrated through the cell walls, and changing into the in-
soluble form, had incrusted the interior of the cells.

Some beautiful photographs were obtained by Mr. Parker,
with the aid of our skilled photographer, James Mullen, di-
rectly from the enlarged microscopic images formed from the
silicious residue, after digestion in the acid and subsequent
ignition to destroy all the organic matters. The German mil-
let gave fewer of the dumb-bell-like casts than the Hungarian
grass, and the seeds of the former less than any.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MICROSCOPIC PHOTOGRAFPHS.

No. 1. Silicious material of the stem of Hungarian grass,
which had been digested for several days in nitric acid diluted
with six parts of water, to which chlorate of potash was
added and thorough washing. Magnified about 312 diame-
ters, and photographed by Alex. T. Parker.

No. 2. A similar preparation from the leafl of this plant.
Magnified about 312 diameters, and photographed by Alex.
T. Parker.

These photographs of the purely silicious skeletons of the
tissue of the vegetable leaf and stem are interesting as exhib-
iting casts of the cells, produced, no doubt, by the infiltration
240
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of dissolved silicic acid, as also as showing, in their dumb-bell
shapes, these cells apparently in the act of multiplication by
the process of division.

It is well krown to chemists that silica, in its ordinary sepa-
rated state in the soil, is almost completely insoluble in water
or the ordinary acids; but it is also well known that it takes
the unstable soluble form of silicic acid when separated, by
the decomposition of silicates by the action of acids in the
presence of water. Doubtless the acid sap of the plants, com-
ing in contact with the silicates of the soil, by osmose, caused
this decomposition, and the relative amount of the silicious in-
crustation of the plant cells may give some measure of this
local individual plant action on the soil.

It is well known the Hungarian grass is a very vigorous
growing plant, even on soils comparatively poor, and that it is
a very rough feeder, seeming to have greater power of assim-
ilating insoluble, or difficultly soluble, soil ingredients than
most other cultivated plants. Moreover, as is seen, it is emi-
nently silicious. All these facts seem to show that it in some
manner dissolves or decomposes the silicates of the soil in a
greater degree than is common to most growing vegetables.

It has been known for a length of time that certain veg-
etables, especially of the lichen family, corrode the limestone,
or even the basaltic or granitic rock or glass, on which they
grow, and that, as was ascertained by Braconnet, some of
these plants are known to contain oxalate of lime to the ex-
tent of half their weight. Other plants, as those of the lyco-
podium family, possess the power of dissolving and absorbing
alumina by means of malic acid which they produce; so that
the compound of this earth, so rarely found in vegetable
tissue, is present in them in large proportion. That the roots
of most plants, while alive or growing, give an acid reaction,
is well known, and easy to verify by placing them in eontact
with blue litmus paper or infusion; but what is the nature or
relative quantity of the acid or acids secreted by the various
species of vegetables, or how they may act on the soil to de-

compose it, and in what manner their action may modify the
YoL. V.-16 241
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ash composition of the several plants, has not as yet been
made a subject of systematic investigation.

It is well known that plants of different species, growing in
precisely the same soil, will vary greatly in their mineral or
ash constituents; and the late Baron Liebig was perhaps the
first to declare (see Natural Laws of Husbandry, edited by
John Blyth, M. D., New York, 1863, page 118) that **plants
receive their food principally from the earthy particles with
which the roots are in direct contact, out of a solution forming
around the roots themselves.” This solution, other things
being equal, will vary according to the nature and quantity of
the solvent, which solvent seems to be provided by the plants
themselves, and secreted by the roots, and is evidently of an
acid nature.

[t is beginning to be generally understood that different
plants secrete this acid solvent of the soil in different quan-
tities, and probably of different strength and composition.
Some of them, like the lichens which grow on the rock or
lava surface, being able, by their special solvents, to extract
their essential mineral elements from the hard material, which
they thus decompose, while others, not being able to exert
such a powerful decomposing and corroding agency, can only
live on more soluble and available materials, which they may
find in the decomposing remains of these pioneers of the veg-
etable world, or in solution in fertile soils generally.

To these special solvents—these peculiar digestive fluids of
the vegetable kingdom—may very probably be attributed, in
some measure, the special selective power of plants, by which
different species, growing on the same soil, will appropriate to
themselves not only very different quantities of the mineral
elements, but different kinds of these matters; so that while
one plant may be characterized by a large proportion of pot-
ash in its ash ingredients, another may always select a very
large amount of lime, and yet another an unusual quantity of
silica, &c., &c., and, practically, when a soil will no longer
profitably produce one crop, it may yet be quite productive of
another,

242



CHEMICAL REVFORT—APFENDIX. 35

Some experiments of Dietrich, quoted in Johnson's ** How
Crops Feed "’ (pages 327-8), illustrate very clearly the different
action of different plants in this relation. He caused these to
grow in coarsely powdered sandstone and basalt rock, sever-
ally, watering them with equal quantities of distilled water,
&c. He took also similar quantities of the same rocks and
washed them with the same amount of the water, in order to
exclude the mineral materials dissolved out of the rocks by
the water alone. The special and very different solvent and
decomposing action of the several plants on the rock mate-
rials is clearly shown in the following table, which we quote:

MATTERS DISSOLVED BY ACTION OF ROOTS.

!Un g Ihs. of :-:mtl.'iwn:f.lf On 11 Ibs. of basalt.

Of 3lupmplants . . , . .. SRR o.608 grams. 0.749 grams.
Of gpeaplants. . . . . .« & & & & « . 481 s LIy 0
Of 2o spurry pllﬂhi ........... . 268 iy ..3'55 i
Of 10 buckwheat plants . - . . . . . . . 232 ¢4 .327 ¢t
Of gvetchplants . . . . .. ... ... 221 ¢ 281
Of 8 wheatplants . . . . . . . . .« & .. o2y ¢ Ldgh ¢
Of Sryeplants . . . . .« . « ¢ s &« 4 .ol4 ¢ X3z

The three pea plants extracted from these hard rocky mate-
rials more than forty times as much as the eight rye plants,
and nearly twenty times as much as the eight wheat plants,
under the same external conditions.

From the large proportion of ash ingredients in the Hunga-
rian grass, and especially of silica, and its rank growth, it was
considered probable by the present writer that it exerted an
unusually great **root action’ on the soil, by means of an acid
solvent. To verify this supposition, some of this grass was
gathered by him early in July, 1877, just as it was beginning
to form its heads, and submitted to examination. The moist-
ened roots, placed in contact with blue litmus paper, reddened
it decidedly. A handful of the entire plants, which had been
pulled up by the roots, the dirt having been shook off as com-
pletely as possible, was placed with the roots immersed in a
saturated cold solution of carbonate of ammonia, and allowed

to remain for twenty-four hours, The solution, which had
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become of a light brown color, was then evaporated to dry-
ness at a heat below 212° F. It left a dark brown residue,
which was re-dissolved in water, fitered and precipitated with
a solution of acetate of lead and a little ammonia. This pre-
cipitate, after washing with cold water, was suspended in water
and decomposed with hydrogen sulphide, &c., and the filtrate,
still somewhat colored, was tested for acids in the usual man-
ner. It was found that oxalic and phosphoric acids were pres-
ent in marked quantities, together with some malic acid, and
probably a small amount of tartaric. Tanmic acid was not
observed.

Some of the same grass was gathered July 23d, when the
seeds were beginning to ripen, and submitted to the same
process, with very nearly the same results; the oxalic and
phosphoric acids being found in largest proportions,

Some buckwheat plants, gathered on September 4th and 6th,
when they were in full flower, were treated in a similar man-
ner. Two handfuls of the plants were placed, successively,
with roots immersed in the same saturated solution of carbon-
ate of ammonia, each being allowed to remain in it twenty-
four hours. The solution, which became also of a brownish
color, treated in the manner above described, gave marked
evidence of the presence of oxalic and phosphoric acids, with
a notable quantity of malic acid, and small proportions of
other vegetable acids; but no tannic acid could be detected
with iron perchloride. The buckwheat roots did not react so
decidedly acid with litmus paper as those of the Hungarian
grass.

Although in these experiments the strong chemical affinity
of the alkaline carbonate of ammonia may have caused the
exosmose of more of the dissolved acids of the plant-sap than
would pass out into any ordinary soil, and may have even ex-
erted some decomposing action on the soft tissues or the fluids
of the plants themselves, yet they are not without some value
as indicating how, possibly, the plant may form a special solu-
tion, different probably for different species, in the immediate

vicinity of the rootlets, of mineral substances in the spil which
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may be insoluble in the ordinary surface waters. Researches
into the nature of the special soil solvents of different plants
may aid the practical farmer in the selection of crops in an
ameliorating rotation, as it seems highly probable that some
kinds of vegetables can exert a more powerful decomposing
action on the silicates of the soil than others.
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