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1in 4 UK employees to receive raises

By Jill Laster
ilaster@kykernel.com

About one in four regular full-
time UK employees will be getting a
raise beginning Jan. 1.

UK will give $2.3 million to
salary adjustments for a limited
number of non-hospital employees,
UK President Lee Todd announced
in an e-mail to employees Wednes-
day night.

“This process is directly respon-
sive to the concerns of faculty and
staff as evidenced by the work-life
process, which has surveyed the en-
tire university community and in-
volved hundreds of faculty and
staff,” Todd said in an e-mail to the
Kemel.

The Work-Life survey, released

in September 2006, found that four
percent of UK staff members said
they were “very satisfied” with their
pay and 28 percent said they were
“satisfied.”

The pay adjustment will first go
to employees whose pay is low com-
pared to similar jobs at other places
in the state, Todd said.

“This should provide meaning-
ful increases for many employees
with salaries near the low end of
their respective pay ranges,” Todd
said.

Each college or administrative
unit will also give raises to a limited
number of staff members in their de-
partment. These merit-based raises
will be determined on past perfor-
mance evaluations.

“It is directly responsive to the

Top 20 Business Plan, which exam-
ines and quantifies how we need to
improve salaries and compensation
to be competitive for our faculty and
staff,” Todd said.

UK Hospital employees will not
be included in the pay increases,
Todd said, because the hospital re-
cently completed its own pay adjust-
ment. Employees at Good Samaritan
Hospital, recently acquired by UK,
will also not be included.

The pay raise is part of the $5
million staff enhancement pool ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees in
April.

Last spring, the Board of
Trustees approved a benefits pack-
age that included domestic partner
benefits for UK employees and the
planned construction of two child

care centers for faculty and staff,
one close to North Campus on
Woodland Avenue and the other
close to South Campus on Universi-
ty Court

The package, which cost nearly
$2.7 million, also included tuition
discounts for a spouse, partner or
one dependent of employees who
have worked at UK for at least one
year.

Todd said the pay increase is part
of UK’s larger goal of becoming a
top-20 public research university by
2020.

“The Top 20 Business Plan rec-
ognizes that we need to — and must
— pay our faculty and staff compet-
itive compensation packages to re-
cruit and retain the best and bright-
est,” Todd said

A member of the UK Army ROTC retrieves a gun from the bottom of the Lancaster Aquatic Center pool on Friday, Sept. 15

A cadet
splashes into
the Lancaster

Aquatic Center
pool on Sept
15 during a
training exer-
cise conducted
by the UK
Army ROTC.

PHOTOS BY ED MATTHEWS | STAFF

The water's
fine for
training time

Members of the UK Army ROTC jumped off
the one-meter diving platform to retrieve
their guns at the bottom of the pool as part
of an unexpected water entry drill. The exer-

cise was part of the Army ROTC's water
training at Lancaster Aquatic Center on
Sept. 15. The training also involved a gear
drop where cadets were pushed into the
pool in full military gear that they had to
strip off before resurfacing.

Students to displace selves to raise awareness

By Wesley Robinson
news@kykernel.com

This weekend Uganda’s invisible
children will become a little less
transparent at UK.

Displace Me is an event that
aims to inform students about invisi-
ble children, a term used to describe
abound 30,000 children who have
been abducted during the civil war in
Uganda that has been going on since
1987.

Displace Me simulates the real
life situation that over 1.5 million
Ugandan citizens have had to endure
since being moved into protection

camps in 1996, as a result of the
growing problem of child abduction
in the country, according to the In-
visible Children Web site

For the event, students will sleep
in Haggin Field in cardboard boxes
and engage in fasting to experience a
small part of the reality of displace-
ment, said Patrick Nally, a marketing
Jjunior and co-chair of the project.

The idea for Displace Me came
from a similar event held by a na-
tional movement. The event spread
to 15 cities and included around
68,000 participants, according to the
Invisible Children Web site

“It’'s awesome to do on a smaller
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.

scale on UK’s campus,” said Naitore
Kiogora, Displace Me co-chair and
an integrated strategic communica-
tions and marketing senior.

Kiogora and Nally thought of
bringing Displace Me to UK after at-
tending the April national event in
Nashville.

The Logistics Committee Chair
Jessica Kane, an economics junior,
said the goal is for people to attend
to raise awareness on the issue and
not for the purpose of promoting
their organization

“I don’t want people to see a
black organization and say they are
supporting Africa because they are

supposed 10, Kane said.

Displace Me is about a bigger
problem of people being mistreated,
something everyone can relate to,
she said

Participants are asked to bring
cardboard, paint and decorations to
build a team or group village. Indi-
vidual students that attend will be
matched up with other individuals
and groups in attendance

This year’s effort is a “trial and
error run,” Kane said. Applications
for next year’s committee will be
available in November for those who

See Displace Me on page §

Madness
‘lovers don't
mind lining

up early

By Stephanie Short

news@kykernel.com

Charles Wafford has one wish: that UK bas-
ketball players might sign his homemade
camper as he waits in line for tickets to Big
Blue Madness.

“I've got my fingers crossed,” said Wafford,
a Lexington resident

Parked at the comer of Avenue of Champi-
ons and Lexington Avenue, Wafford’s, camper
is set up among nearly 65 tents, comhole games
and lawn chairs around Memorial Coliseum as
fans camp out in line for tickets to UK's first
basketball practice of the season. Tickets go on
sale tomorrow

Wafford has camped out for Big Blue Mad-
ness tickets for the last eight years. This is the
fifth year he has been first in line, he said.

“I come here for the people,” Wafford said.

‘Alot of students know me from years past. It's
good to be outside and be around different
like to come here, sit out and

Decorated in blue and white, the camper is
air conditioned and complete with a bed and a
refrigerator.

“It started out as something to do,” Wafford
said. “I thought I might be able to use (the
camper) for tailgating and camping. I added on
pictures of old players, but they didn’t stick too
well. So, I painted it and had decals made, and
here it is.”

The only thing missing is a personal touch
from the UK players

Wafford obtained a city permit to park his
camper for the week. After he gets his event
tickets on Saturday momning, he will move the
camper to Commonwealth Stadium to tailgate
before the football game.

Over the years, Wafford and his nephew,
Wallace Clark, nicknamed Wildcat Wally, have
made camping out at Memorial Coliseum a tra-
dition.

“I started coming because everybody else
was coming,” Clark said. “Now, I come be-
cause I want to. At ‘6 years old, the friends I've
made here are great.”

This year, the two men, and their friend
Mickey Brady, are especially excited for Big
Blue Madness because of the new men’s and
women’s basketball coaches. Brady has never

See Madness on page 5

Engineering

students let

sun shine on
solar car

By Jil Laster
jlaster@kykernel.com

People can use the sun for many things, to
work on a tan or dry clothes — or to power a
450-pound car.

Started in 1999 by engineering students, the
UK Solar Car Team has designed, built and
modified a racecar powered on solar energy

“In school, they give you a problem, they
give you a solution, they show you how to do
it,” said Matt Hatfield, a mechanical engineer-
ing senior. “Here, there are no solutions. You
just have to think.”

Hatfield is one of the team’s 15 members
working on the Gato Del Sol I, named for the
horse that won the 1982 Kentucky Derby. The
solar car can travel up to 45 miles per hour and
is legally allowed to drive on roads as long as
there are lead and chase cars

“Taking it on the road is extremely nerve-
wracking,” Hatfield said. “You don’t want to
see it break down in the middle of the road.”

In 2003, the team used parts from the or
solar car to build an improved car, Gato del Sol II

The materials used to build Gato del Sol I
cost between $100,000 and $110,000. Members
of the solar car team do not work for pay.

“Labor, man hours, that'd bump (costs) up
to millions,” Hatfield said.

After six months of design and one and a
half years of construction, Gato del Sol II en-
tered but did not qualify to compete in the 2005
North American Solar Car Challenge.

The challenge included a race route of

See Solar Car on page §
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The Hills' Heidi Mon-
tag recalls how "mean
boys" and a paralyzing
insecurity about her
body led her to go un-
der the knife

When Heidi Montag, sport

a streamlined nose and an

e bosom barely contained

a teeny bikini, was spotted
strolling along the Malibu, Cali-
fornia, shore in early May with
boyfriend Spencer Pratt, it did
nothing but fuel the already
ng chatter that she had
plastic surgery a month earlier.
Still, the native of Crested Butte,
Colorado, would only tell Us at
the time Whatever women
need to do to feel sexy, they
should do. If that is surgery, then
As it
turns out, surgery was Montag's
In an exclusive inter
view with Us, Montag confirms
what Us first reported in its
April 23 issue: that she had un-
lergone rhinoplasty and breast
augmentation earlier that month
The aspiring singer opens up to
Us's Aili Riley about her deci-
sion to go under the knife, en-
larging from a 32-A to a 32-C,
and the painful body-image
problems that spurred her to
make a change

that is their own choice

choice

Tell Us why you had the
surgeries.

I've always been very inse-
cure about my body. My whole
life, I looked at my chest and

was like, OK, they're going to
This is my year! And it
never happened. 1 was less than
an A-cup. I wore pushup bras,
which cut into my skin. If I was
with a guy and there was a girl
next to me with big boobs, I
would be like, Oh, my God, he's
looking at her! On the beach, if I
was standing next to a girl with
big boobs, I'd be like, I hate her!
1 hated my nose t0o. I have my
dad's nose, which is huge. It
took up so much of my face,
when I looked down, I could see
my nose. I couldn't get away
from it! I was so frustrated. I
was just like, I don't want to be
on camera anymore.

grow

Were you ever teased
about your appearance?

People would say, "You
have such a big nose!" And
they'd make fun of me for being
so flat, and say mean boy things,
like, "If you nailed two nails in a
board, they would be bigger
than you are." I was tormented.
And when I was older, I'd want
to be intimate, but I'd feel inse-
cure. My boyfriends always had
bigger chests than I did!

Did Spencer pressure you
into surgery?

He had nothing to do with it
If anything, he said, "Maybe
you should think about it a lot
longer.” I decided on this a cou-
ple of years ago. I wanted it way
before the show, but I couldn't
afford it

The Hills made it possible?

Definitely. I come from very
humble beginnings. [Montag’s
mother and stepfather own a
restaurant in Crested Butte.]
Everything I've had, I've camed
and I've fought for. Let's just say
it was very expensive. I went to
the best doctor [Dr. Frank Ryan
see box, below]. This isn't some-
thing you cut comers on. I de
cided last November that, during
break [The Hills was on hiatus
in April and May), I was going
to surgery. MTV said,
"Yeah, whatever you want to do.
It's your body." T'm just glad I
didn't have to do it on the show
My mom and my grandma and
my family were like, "This is
something you've always want
ed. We love you regardless
They understood the teasing and
the insecurities.

How did you decide what
you wanted to look like?

I got Playboys and I was
looking at those. 1 was like,
"Spencer, what do you think
about these?" He said, "It's your
thing! Don't ask me." It was too
funny. I asked Dr. Ryan, "I was
thinking of a C. What do you
think?" And he showed ‘me
some options and I felt them,
and we came to the, conclusion
together
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You know when you catch one, because you're really

energized, and next thing you know you really can't sit
on the bench or you want to fall asleep. That's where everything
goes from HD to regular TV — and that's the truth.”

—Miami Dolphins linebacker Zach Thomas commenting on the concussion
he suffered against the Dallas Cowboys.
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Heading into this hockey season
coach Rob Docherty might be able to
add fortune-teller 1o his title if his lofty
prediction for his team comes true.

“We're that champi
onship game March 15, Docherty said

That's my prediction

ayoff
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against Indiana and Tennessee usually
sell out, as they are UK’s biggest hock-
ey rivals. For at least th games last
year, so many fans came that some had
to be turned away at the door, Ward
said

Fans in the past have brought large
signs to cheer on the team, some even
had white boards to write messages of
congratulation or complaint to specific
players

When you're lining up at face off,
you look over and you hear the crowd
page 4

Hockey

After recent success, Cool Cats becoming kings of night

While most college students are the Lexington Ice Center
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reputation around the American Colle:
giate Hockey Association for being the
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answer is simple

So gaining interest by good American
players is key to the success of the Cool
Cats. Players that want attend UK tour
the campus
game. But it's the finale of seeing a
packed house of fans that sells them on
being at UK

But Docherty made it clear, saying
that UK is not a walk on team, all play
ers tryout, and even on their visit he
puts them on the ice to let them “work
with the team.”

“Then they can judge themselves
are they actual going to make this team

without myself talking to them,
Docherty said

Docherty said that aspect of coach
ing is easy

and come to a hockey

See Williams on page 4
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Senior middle blocker Nicole Britenriker going up for an offensive kill
in a 3-0 sweep against Eastern Kentucky on Sept. 4

Cats’ leader
transferred to
have more fun

By Kenny Colston

keolston@kykernel.com

For Nicole Britenriker,
Ohio State University was a
place she saw herself graduat-
ing from academically. But
something was missing for
Britenriker: she just wasn’t
having fun

As a result of the outage
on the fun-o-me- i
ter, the Cincinnati
native decided to
transfer from
Ohio State to UK
to finish out her

career
her sopho-
more year

“I came here
expecting to enjoy
my volleyball ca-
reer better,”
Britenriker
“As for winning, I
always expect to
win, so I hoped to
do that (at UK)."”

Britenriker made an impact
from the moment she stepped
foot on the court for the Cats
Last season Britenriker led UK
in points per game and kills
and was second in blocks. She
was also named captain before
even playing a game for the
Cats. Her leadership impressed
head Skinner
even at a time when the coach:
ing staff wasn’t 100 percent
sure about Britenriker

‘We didn’t know her that
well,” Skinner said. “It says a
lot if the first week and a half
she's  he her teammates
name her captain

Britenriker’s leadership is
evident again this year as she
leads or claims second in mos!
statistical categories for UK, as
well as being among the top
ten players in the SEC for
some categories. Britenriker’s

334 hitting percentage is sev.

enth in the SEC, while her
3.96 kills per game ranks sixth
Britenriker is also tied for
ninth in blocks per game with
teammate Lauren Rapp.

said

coach Cra

“| came here
expecting to
enjoy my volley-
ball career better.
As for winning, |
always expect
to win.”

NiCOLE
BRITENRIKER

The leadership Britenriker
displays on the court has al
ready rubbed off on her team-
mates. Like the senior leader,
sophomore setter Sarah Rume-
ly’s was also in her first year
with the Cats last season. Even
with a difference of two years
of playing experience, Rumely
said her and Britenriker
clicked immediately

) “She’s always
been a player on
the same page,”
Rumely said. “She
has that drive to do
the best everyday
That impacted me
to see what colle-
giate volleyball was
about.”

But according
to Rumely, Briten-
riker isn't just a
leader on the court,
but off the court as
well

“Everyone re
spects her,” Rumely
“She’s the core of this team
that holds us together.”

That off the court impact is
something that Skinner
has the coaches satisfied with
the senior middle blocker

“Physically we knew she
was a gifted athlete and knew
her capabilities,” Skinner said
“It’s difficult to transfer emo-
tionally. But we are very
pleased with her leadership
mental toughness and maturi-
ty

said

said

For Britenriker, having
good senior leaders at Ohio
State influenced her to be the
leader she is today

I've seen the impact of
other Britenriker
said. “My goal is to have my
teammates trust me and to
have a good impact.”

While Britenriker is having
an impact on the court and on
her teammates, the senior is
gaining what she was losing
out on at Ohio State

“I'm having a blast,”
Britenriker said. “I'm enjoying
it all over again.”

seniors,”

Advantage:

krystalba

THIS WEEK'S GAMES

Aubtrn vs. #4 Florida
#5 West Virginia vs. #18 South

Florida

#6 California vs. #11 Oregon
Michigan State vs. #9
Wisconsin

#22 Alabama vs.

Florida State

#13 Clemson vs.

Georgia Tech

UK VS. FLORIDA ATLANTIC: POSITION BY POSITION

By Travis Waldron
twaldron@kykernel.com

Quarterbacks

Unless Andre Woodson gets hurt, UK will likely
have the advantage at quarterback in each of its re-
maining eight games, the only possible exception
being Florida. Woodson still hasn’t played his best
and is averaging over 250 yards per game for the
Southeastern Conference’s third best passing of-
fense. Plus, he has already thrown 11 touchdowns.
Florida Atlantic’s Rusty Smith may not have Wood-
son’s big name, but he does have big game. Smith is
averaging almost 280 yards per game, and if FAU
wants to keep it close, he needs to be outstanding.

Linebackers

As long as Wesley Woodyard is on the field, it is
tough to hate on the UK linebackers. Woodyard had
17 tackles and a forced fumble against Arkansas,
and Johnny Williams, Braxton Kelley and Micah
Johnson are al! among the team'’s top five tacklers.
UK'’s linebackers have combined for 3.5 tackles for
loss on year and five combined pass breakups. Their
ability fo get to the backfield has certainly helped
improve the UK defense. Florida Atlantic’s Frantz
Joseph and Cergile Sincere both rank in the top 100
nationally in tackles, and Andre Clark is also a solid
tackler, but the Owls have little depth beyond those
three.

Defensive Line

Florida Atlantic’s defensive line isn’t bad by any
means. The Owls are 52nd in the country against the
run (137 yards per game) and have logged seven
sacks. Though UK'’s defensive line is thin, it has
played well so far. Linemen Ventrell Jenkins and
Dominic Lewis have both surprised UK coaches,
and Jeremy Jarmon already has four sacks. Junior
defensive tackle Myron Pryor is healthy — bad
news for a Florida Atlantic team that already strug-
gles rushing the football. And with size issues on the
Owls’ offensive front, Jarmon and Lewis may live in
the backfield Saturday

Offensive Line

UK'’s offensive line has proven solid as long as
the team is running the football. But the Cats haven't
played a great defensive line yet and have still al-
lowed nine sacks, the ninth most in the SEC. Even
against an inferior opponent, the Cats can’t allow de-
fensive linemen to interrupt hand-offs as they did
against Arkansas. Florida Atlantic has given up sev-
en sacks and struggles to run the football, partially
due to their size. Seven of Florida Atlantic’s ten of-
fensive linemen on the depth chart weigh less than
260 pounds, including David Matlock, a 239-pound
left tackle. Size may present problems for the Owls
against UK's strong defensive line.

Overall

Florida Atlantic may have one of the
top college football coaches of all-time
in Howard Schnellenberger. And the
Owls knocked off Minnesota earlier this
season. And they may even be one of the
best-dressed teams in America. But this
is a UK team riding high after two emo-
tional wins, and even if the Cats aren’t

100 percent focused from the outset, they
have the talent to win. FAU may hang
tough early, but the Owls won't keep up
with UK’s balanced offensive attack

Record: 18-5

Last week: 6-0
Florida
South Florida
California
Wisconsin
Florida State
Clemson

Record: 17-6

Last week 4-2
Florida
West Virginia
California
Wisconsin
Florida State
Clemson

Eric Lindsey
Asst. Sports Editor

Running Backs

Despite the loss of three running backs to injury
against Arkansas, the Cats rode freshman Derrick
Locke in the second half against the Razorbacks. Al-
fonso Smith won't play due o a high ankle sprain,
but Raphael Little and Tony Dixon are healthy, giv-
ing the Cats a major edge in the backfield. The Cats
are averaging 227 yards per game on the ground and
already have more rushing touchdowns this season
(14) than they did in all of 2006 (12). Florida At-
lantic, led by Charles Pierre’s 54 yards per game, is
92nd in America in rushing offense. The Owls
haven’t had a 100-yard rusher yet, and that streak
likely won't end in Lexington.

Receivers

The Owls know how to spread the ball around.
Six of their receivers have caught touchdown passes,
while three average over 40 yards per game. Leading
receiver Jason Harmon has caught a pass in 16
straight games. Still, the Owls can’t compete with
UK’s depth. The emergence of Steve Johnson (14
catches, 265 yards, 3 touchdowns) gives UK three
receivers capable of taking every catch to the end
zone, plus tight end Jacob Tamme. Add Little and
fullback John Conner, who have combined for 12
catches out of the backfield, and it’s easy to see why
wide receiver Keenan Burton and company get the
nod.

Special Teams

Advantage:

It’s not that Florida Atlantic’s special teams unit
is that good; it’s just that UK’s is that bad. Tradition-
ally one of the better units on Rich Brooks’ teams,
special teams has been woeful for the Cats in 2007

Kicker Lones Seiber is 3-for-4 on field goals but has
failed on three extra points, and UK has given up
special teams touchdowns two weeks in a row. Flori-
da Atlantic kicker Warley Leroy has made seven of
nine field goals and all 12 extra points, and punter
Keegan Peterson is averaging over 40 yards per kick

Secondary

The Cats are seventh in the SEC in pass defense
and would be better if Louisville quarterback Brian
Brohm hadn’t thrown for 366 yards against them.
Sophomore comerback Trevard Lindley, a freshman
All-American in 2006, sprained his ankle against
Arkansas but is healthy this week. Lindley has an in-
terception and a fumble return for a touchdown this
season. Even though Owls comerback Tavious Polo
has six interceptions in four games, FAU is still the
99th-ranked pass defense in the country, and it hasn't
faced a quarterback of Woodson’s caliber. As UK
was a year ago, the Owls aren’t very good at stop-
ping the pass, but they are very good at stealing it.
FAU is second in the country in takeaways.

Senior defensive

end Dominic

Lewis runs in

pursuit of
Arkansas'

Michael Smith in
the Cats 42-29
win last week.
UK will look for
him along with

the rest of the
defensive line to
pressure Florida

Picks for Saturday, Sept. 29
J.D. Williams

Asst. Sports Editor

Jonathan Smith
Sports columnist
Record: 16
Last week: 5-1

Florida

West Virginia

Oregon

Wisconsin

Alabama

Clemson

Sports Editor

Record: 14-9

Last week: 4-2
Florida
South Florida
California
Wisconsin
Florida State
Clemson

Corey Price

UK fan

Record: 158

Last week: 4-2
Florida
West Virginia
California
Wisconsin
Alabama
Clemson

Staff writer

Record: 14-9

Last week: 3-3
Florida

Oregon
Wisconsin
Alabama
Clemson

West Virginia

Atlantic.
ED MATTHEWS
STAFF

Chris DeLotell

Travis Waldron

HOCKEY

tinued from page 3
cursing at the other team and rooting on our
team. The guys on the other team look over
and they say, ‘this is awesome,” " senior for-
ward Aaron Leichty said. We can hear what
people say on the ice. It is impossible not to.”

“Nobody gets the crowds that we do,”
Docherty said. “We've got the best fans around.”

UK plays games at midnight, attracting
more passionate fans, and providing an edge
against opponents.

“It’s a lot to get used to, because not every
one plays at midnight,” Barnes said. “People
recognize us for our games at midnight. They
set us apart from anyone else. We get a more
rowdy crowd.”

The same crowd should be at ice center
tonight. After winning their first two games of
the season 5-4 and 4-1 against the University
of Illinois, the Cool Cats make their first ap-

pearance in at home this weekend with games
against Lindenwood University tonight and to-
MOIrow.

THOMAS SANDS | STAFF

Senior co-captain Patrick McAdams passes the puck against Toledo last season
The defenser..an will be key for the Cool Cats’ high expectations this season

WILLIAMS

Continued from page 3

finances that makes UK

hockey difficult

Ward said the team has a team
budget that exceeds $80,000. Of that
large sum, only $500 comes from
UK. With a $79 500 figure hovering
over the ice, the hockey team is left to
come up with the rest of the money.

Because it is a club sport and not
a scholarship sport backed by a
wealthy athletic department such as
basketball or football, each player
must pay $600 of the budget. The
rest of the finances are chipped away
by ticket sales and donations such as
the $2,500 the team received from
the Student Government at UK

Financial stability is not the only
burden UK hockey player have to
Juggle

Many Cool Cats faceoff daily
with the obstacle of being productive

in the classroom, along with late
night practices and jobs, something
most collegiate athletes don’t have to
deal with. NCAA rules prevent col-
lege athletes from having jobs and
receiving cash prizes in return they
receive scholarships. UK hockey
players don’t have that privilege, so
members such as McAdams could
very well be plugging holes in tires
at the shop he works at before prac-
ticing slapshots with the puck at 9:30
on weeknights, all while sandwich-
ing in time to study

With such tedious schedules of
his players, there’s no wonder why
Doherty appreciates the 600 people
that pack into the Lexington Ice Cen-
ter to support UK. Without the rev-
enue they bring in the Cool Cats
would be somewhere wiped out in-
definitely instead of on the late night

ice

J.D. Williams is a journalism se-
nior. His columns run on Fridays
Email jwilliams@kykernel.com.
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fra me fra me l This week's box office hits and misses

New mafia drama ‘Promises’ more than gloom, grit

By Ricky Simpson

features@kykernel.com

Eastern Promises
Starring: Naomi Watts, Viggo Mortensen, Armin
Mueiler-Stahl

When you hear that David Cronenberg,
director of “A History of Violen is tak-
ing on another gritty mafia flick, it is possi-
ble to think he is just riding the wave of
success from his prior film. Surprisingly,
that is just not true.

“Promises™ could not be more different
than Cronenberg’s past projects. He contin-
ues to adapt his trademark atmosphere of
gloom to this picture, but the way the story
is presented doesn’t compare to his other
mafia endeavors.

The movie starts with Anna (Watts),
who works in a maternity ward, helping a
badly beaten girl deliver a child. The girl
dies while in labor. After finding a diary in
the young lady’s handbag, Anna begins to
put together the broken pieces of the girl’s
life. Because the diary is in Russian, Anna
relies on others to decode the words.

As she finds out more about the girl,
Anna inadvertently puts herself and her
family in danger. Her clues begin to point to
foul play by the London mafia

In a supporting role, Mortensen eclipses
the entire cast of the film. He turns the cut-
throat gangster into a humanistic creature
making the viewer want to trust him with-
out knowing why until later.

Unlike Mortensen, the father-son duo of
Kirill (Vincent Cassel) and Semyon
(Mueller-Stahl) are gruesomely depicted
and loathed until the very end. Both are per-
fectly horrific in their own ways. Semyon is
a raunchy street punk with a taste for under-

SOLAR CAR

Continued from page 1

2,495 miles from Austin, Texas to
Calgary, Canada.

UK’s team did not pass the qual-
ifying rounds in 2005, but the team

ground brothels, while Kirill is even nastier
due to his deceitful behavior as a “friendly”
old man who acts like he could be anyone’s
grandfather but is anything but
Thus far, “Promises” is one of the best
films of the year. Although it is a little obvi-
ous where the diary is leading, the ending
of the story is unclear until the finish. This
film is electric and worth watching from
start to finish.
Grade: B
“Promises” runs 100 minutes and is rat

Playing at: Cinemark Fayette Mall, Re-
gal Hamburg

Opening Today

The Kingdom
Starring: Jamie Foxx, Chris Cooper, Jennifer
Garner
A team of top U.S. agents are sent to in-
vestigate a bombing in the Middle East and
risk everything attempting to take down the
man responsible for the crime. This film
looks gripping and heart wrenching and is
clearly the film to catch this weekend.
Playing at: Cinemark Fayette Mall,
Movies 10 Codell Drive, Regal Hamburg

The Game Plan
Starring: Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, Kyra
Sedgwick, Madison Pettis
A pro football player (Johnson) is
shocked to find he has a 7-year-old daughter
that he has never met. His newly found
daughter puts a cramp in his bachelor
lifestyle and forces comical situations. This
comedy might resemble Adam Sandler’s

“Big Daddy,” only not as good or funny
Playing at: Cinemark Fayette Mall,
Movies 10 Codell Drive, Regal Hamburg

Black Irish
Starring: Michael Angarano, Brendan Gleeson,
Emily VanCamp
Cole (Angarano) strives for his father's
love and becomes emotionally torn by his
family’s lack of affection. This film is al-
ready racking up a number of awards and
looks to be a great sleeper drama to catch
when it comes to Lexington after its limited
release

Upcoming DVDs

Entourage Season 3 Part 2
(Oct. 2)

Starring: Adrian Grenier, Jeremy Piven, Kevin
Connolly
The season just ended but “Entourage”
fans are already having withdraws. If you
haven’t seen this show, you are missing one
nf (Iu best comedies ever. Follow Vinny,
" and the boys as they finally finish their
dream project, Medellin, and wait for public
reviews

4: Rise of The Silver Surfer
(Oct. 2)

Starring: loan Gruffudd, Jessica Alba, Chris
Evans, Michael Chiklis
After the original “Fantastic Fou
grossed over $153 million, Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox thought it was worth trying to put
together yet another Marvel Comic adapta-
tion. The risk paid off in a big way with the
sequel grossing over $131 million

Beethoven's back
in UK orchestra’s first
. concert of semester

By Michelle Charles

features@kykemel.com

As the curtains roll back
tonight, a familiar sound will be
heard.

The UK Symphony Or-
chestra  will be playing
Beethoven'’s Fifth Symphony as
part of their first free concert of
the semester tonight at 7:30 in
the Singletary Center.

The conductor, John Nardo-
lillo, who has been with the UK
symphony for ten years, has
been preparing his orchestra for
this performance since the start
of the semester.

“I am feeling excited about
the concert,” Nardolillo said
“We are going to be playing a
piece from one of the all time
great classics.”

Animal science and music
performance sophomore Alexan-
dra Harper, who plays viola in
the orchestra, said she hopes
the long practices will pay off
tonight with a strong perfor-
mance

“Students can expect to see
a great all-around concert,”
Harper said

Harper, who has played vi-
ola for ten years, said the or-
chestra has been working hard
all semester.

“The end ruull is what we
look forward to,” Harper said

“Going through all of the hard
work is worth it in the end.”

The concert will begin with
Beethoven’s Fifth Sympathy
and the orchestra will put a
modern twist on other classical
music that may be unfamiliar to
some students, Harper said.

The works of composers
such as Jacques Ibert, a com-
poser in the early 1900s, and
Michael Torke, a modern
composer, will also be part of
the orchestra’s musical reper-
toire.

Art administration senior
Chelsea Compton, who has
played the viola for twelve
years, said she is excited about
the different music the orches-
tra will be playing tonight.

“What I enjoy most about
being in the orchestra is all of
the fun music we get to play,”
Compton said

A guest musician will also
be sharing his work. Seth Mor-
ris, a 2007 UK graduate, will
be returning from the New
England  Conservatory in
Boston to perform a flute piece
from Ibert

“We are looking forward to
hearing him play again,” said
Nardolillo.

After tonight the orchestra
will prepare for a Nov. 24
formance at Camegie Hall in
New York City

- MADNESS

Continued from page 1

missed a Big Blue Madness since the tradi-
tion began in 1982.
“I'm here this year because of Coach Bil-

ly Gillespie,”

Brady said. “I've seen the

intends to compete in the next North
American Solar Car Challenge in
2008.

However, the UK team may not
be eligible to compete in the 2008
race because a change in competition
rules about the solar car chassis
would necessitate significant changes
in the car, said mechanical engineer-
ing senior Anthony Robertson.

“With the manpower we have
right now, it would probably take
about two years,” Robertson said.
“We will be going to the one in
2008, but it might only bé a demon-
stration vehicle.”

The team is petitioning the chal-
lenge’s main sponsor, Toyota, to
change the rule. Either way, until the
2008 competition, the UK Solar Car
Team will continue to test and im-
prove the car, Hatfield said. The
team will also try to make appear-
ances at UK football games and in
elementary and middle school class-
rooms.

“People usually stop and stare,

The UK Solar Car Team built the Gato Del Sol Il in

and it’s nice to see that reaction after
putting all that effort in,” Hatfield
said.

Students who want to join the
UK Solar Car Team do not have to
be engineering majors.

2003.T r is powe

“Most of the time it takes that
kind of (engineering) background
for someone to actually be interested
in the stuff you do,” Robertson said
“But you don’t e to be. We wel-
come everybody.”

red by solar energy and car

ELLIOTT HESS | STAFF
reach speeds of 45 mph
Students interested in joining the
UK Solar Car Team may go to one
of the team’s meetings to learn more.
Meetings are held every Monday at
7 p.m. in the Terrell Civil Engineer-
ing Building

Keynote speaker wants to hearten

listeners

By Bailey Johnson
news@kykernel.com

Naomi Shihab Nye is a hu-
manist, a poet, a world traveler, a
literary enthusiast and an educa-
tor all wrapped up into one per-
son, with a little Palestinian her-
itage thrown in

This year's keynote speaker
at the Kentucky Women Writers
Conference, Nye will speak in
Memorial Hall Saturday at 7
p.m. Nye has become a promi-
nent voice in the literary world
with powerful works ranging
from poems to children’s stories,

“I've always had a very sim-
ple approach to writing in the
sense it was something I believed
in doing regularly,” Nye said. “I
liked the whole possibility of po-
ems. They were brief, but could
be profound and detailed.”

She discovered her love for
poetry and writing at a young
age, and sent poems to maga-
zines for publication when she
was 7.

Since those early works, Nye
has become a well-known poet
and anthologist, compiling more
than 20 volumes of poetry from
around the world. Her original
poems and compilations have
won several awards, including
her book “You & Yours” being
recognized as one of the best
selling poetry books of 2006 and
another was named a finalist for
the National Book Award in
2002

Nye said her heritage has sig-
nificantly impacted her writing
As a teenager, Nye learned to
embrace both parts of her Pales-
tinian-American heritage while
living in Jerusalem and then San
Antonio, Texas.

Throughout Nye’s career, her
experiences with family and vio
lence in the Middle East led to
some of her greatest obstacles
and accomplishments in her writ
ing

“Every act of violence in the
world is a betrayal of langua
Nye said “What could be mu(
that would make people pause in
their cycles of violence and real
ly think about all this?"

Nye said that she believes it
is hard to be creative with a
“constant negative tidal wave of
violence™ dominating the news,
and that it’s up to the people of
the world to speak out and help
turn the tides toward hope and
optimism.

“It seems more important
than ever that people keep telling
individual stories,” Nye said

“Lives are shattered every day by
what goes on in war.”

Drawing on these thoughts,
Nye has continued to produce in-
sightful works concerning hu-
manity and urges aspiring writers
to do the same, regardless of
their previous inhibitions

“The creative process is one
that is a constant cycling of be-
lief and doubt,” Nye said. “We
have to ask questions about what

‘in our troubled world’

we do. We take a risk when we
doit.”

One of her anthologies, “This
Same Sky,” has been published
in 11 editions, and is used as a
learning text in grade levels from

I don’t really think good po
ems have an absolute age of an
audience,” Nye said. “It’s not as
if things are written for one par-
ticular age of a reader. Poetry
likes to blur the borders of age.”

Nye released a book this fall
titled “I'll Ask You Three Times
Are You Okay? Tales of Driving
and Being Driven,” and is sched-
uled to release a collection of po-
ems and paragraphs called “Hon
eybee” in January

Nye said she hopes that stu
dents who attend the Kentucky
Women's Writers Conference
will feel a sense of unity with
other writers and readers

“I think it can be very inspir-
ing and very encouraging; when-
ever you have a group, there is
energy in that exchange,” Nye
said. “I'm sure we all have things
that are harmonious about our
own paths and work.”

Nye said at the conference
she wants to convey a message
of hope to aspiring writers that
she learned in her experiences in
writing and observing the world

“I hope everyone gets a little
heartened in our troubled world,”
she said. “There are many
women out there who believe in
language.”

Researchers link
music players wnth
‘iICrime wave'

By James Gordon Meek and Bill Hutchinson
New York Daily News

NEW YORK -They provide New Yorkers

| with a daily portabie soundtrack, but the

darker side of the iPod is being blamed for a
nationwide spike in violent crime.

ew FBI stats indicate the teenage obses

sion with the trendy minimusic players has

triggered a jump in robberies, including some

that have resulted in murder.

“Your iPod can definitely get you hurt, or
even killed, if you're not careful in public,”
Urban Institute researcher John Roman told
the National Daily News.

Roman and his colleague Aaron Chalfin
analyzed the FBI figures and produced a re
port tracking the startling “iCrime wave.”

Nationwide, robberies were up 3.9 per-
cent in 2005 and 6.8 percent last year. Mean-
while, overall theft fell 6 percent and auto
theft dropped $ percent during the same time
span

Although the crime stats don’t specifical-
ly chart iPod holdups, Roman said it is the
most likely reason for the surge

A telltale sign that iPods, costing $70 to
$400, are at the root of the troubling trend is
that juvenile robbery arrests climbed 18 per-
cent last year after a 44 percent decline dur-
ing the previous decade

“People carry less cash now because of
check cards and the big jewelry fad has fad-
ed,” Roman said. “(iPods) are the only expla-
nation of why this crime spike is happening
now

Errol Rose of Brooklyn is not surprised.
His 15-year-old son, Christopher, was
stabbed to death in July 2005 when a gang of
kids jumped him and ripped off his iPod

.

things he’s done in the last four years, and I
think he is going to cut the nets out of UK,
possibly this year.”

While all three men struggle with health
issues, that doesn’t keep them inside

“I've got COPD (chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease),” said Wafford. “I can’t walk
across the street, but I still get out and go. If
the good Lord’s willing and the creek don’t
rise, I'll be here every year.”

Students joined the other UK fans in line
as early Tuesday. Some skip class to set up
tents; others are taking shifts waiting in line.

This is UK students Adam Cain and John
Campbell’s fourth year of camping out for
tickets. Cain said the experience is worth as
much as the tickets

“It’s pretty much more fun to stay out
here and do this with these guys because
there are people of all ages here,” Cain said.
“There are college kids like us, little 7-year-
old kids, people that are around 100. And we
are all out here for basketball. It’s pretty cool
that everybody comes together like that for
the same thing.”

Campbell said he sees some of the same
faces every year.

“I think the first 15 or 20 people (h.u
come out here are the same every year,” he
said. “A guy we know has been coming for
18 years. We plan on coming out here after
we graduat

The event also attracts students from oth-
er Kentucky universities

“I'm down here to get my midnight mad-
ness tickets because it's a new year of UK
basketball with Billy Gillespie coming in,”
said Jordan Dezarn, a Northern Kentucky
University student. “He has kind of rejuvenat-
ed the program. There is a little more excite-
ment around it. I'm not saying Tubby (Smith)
was a bad coach or anything, but with a new
coach brings new excitemen

Big Blue Madness is Oct. 12 at 9 p.m. in
Rupp Arena. Tickets are free and will be giv-
en out at 7 am. Saturday at Memorial Colise-
um. They are also available at the athletics
Web site (www.ukathletics.com).

DisPLACE ME

Continued from page 1

are interested

Displace Me is held in support of the In-
ternational Invisible Children Movement
through the UK Invisible Children Move-
ment, with the support of the African Student
Association, BaNd campaign, Student Diver-
sity Engagement and Students Taking Action
Globally

Individual students, organizations and
groups participating in the event are asked to
bring $10 per person. All of the proceeds will
20 to the Schools For Schools project, which
partners a cluster of American schools in a
fundraising effort for a school in northern
Uganda

Displace Me starts at 10 p.m. Saturday
at Haggin Field and Kane said she expects
students to really be effected by the experi-
ence.

“You think more if something is in your
face,” Kane said. “You have to be more pen-
sive and a situation becomes real.”
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B KERNEL EDITORIAL

UK peer instructors
deserve to receive
fair compensation

For the past 19 years, UK 101 has
been a relatively successful program
in raising freshman retention rate and
helping students graduate. While we
recognize the achievements of the UK
101 program, we also think it can be
improved to be more effective in
reaching its goals, namely by com-
pensating the peer instructors.

A Sept. 20 Kemel article listed
statistics that affirm UK 101’s suc-
cess. Students who took UK 101 were
6 percent more likely to return the fol-
lowing year, according to a study re-
leased by 's Office of Institutional
Research in 2005; a 2000 study found
that students who took UK 101 were
also 6 percent more likely to graduate
than students who didn’t

When other indicators like test
scores are taken into consideration.
the program’s effectiveness is more
convincing

“The superior retention and gradu-
ation rates for UK 101 students have
occurred despite the slightly higher
ACT scores and high school GPAs
eamed by non-UK 101 students,” said
Roger Sugarman, director of institu-
tional research at UK, in the Kernel
article.

While UK 101 is making a differ-
ence to students, we think the pro-
gram has yet to reach its full potential
The 2005 study showed that 81 per-
cent of students who took UK 101 re-
tum for their sophomore year, which
is lower than the retention rates of
some of UK’s benchmark universities

Ohio State University has a fresh
man retention rate of 91 percent,
while Purdue’s is 84.8 percent, ac-
cording to the Kemnel article

One major factor in the program’s
underachievement is the poor treat
ment of the program’s peer instruc-
tors. Faculty and staff who lead a sec
tion are paid as if they were teaching

an extra class, while peer instructors
are not compensated, according to the
Kernel article

The peer instructors are given a T-
shirt and $50 in their plus account,
which is supposed to be spent on the
class. This is insufficient compensa-
tion for such a demanding position

If the peer instructors received
something more substantial from the
university, they would be more moti-
vated and inclined to willingly take
their job seriously

There is no funding to be found to
pay the peer instructors, said Jared
Tippets, director of the Office of Stu-
dent Affairs, in the Kemel article. We
beg to differ.

The peer instructors don’t com-
mand the payment of a faculty or staff
member: They should only receive a
small fraction of their pay. If the pro-
gram organizers are committed to that
cause, they can certainly find more
than enough money to cover the cost

Currently, peer instructors don’t
receive credit for leading these cours-
es. The option of receiving internship
credit is available, Tippets said, but no
instructor has yet to take up that offer.

Instead of being merely offered
the internship credit, we think the peer
instructors should automatically re-
ceive course credit for their work. It
won’t cost anything to the program,
and it is only fair to the peer instruc-
tors

Many of these UK 101 peer in-
structors are highly motivated individ
uals already, but offering them fair
compensation is a way for UK to
show that they take their position seri-
ously

UK 101 is making a positive dif
ference in the student body, but that
difference can be even greater if its
peer instructors received their deserv
ing compensation for their efforts

W LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SG senators acted unethically by selling tickets

Tkl mid donbier Teiin silent
about the latest debacle by Student
Government Sens. Jesse Parrish and
Blake Bumett. While reading
Wednesday's Kemel, I was flabber
gasted at the hollow excuses offered
by Parrish in his letter to the editor
“Ticket sales not unethical, just poor
judgment” concerning his and Bur-
nett’s behavior.

His response to comments made
by his peers makes it apparent that the
two men are unaware their actions
represent not only every member of
Student Government but the student
whole. Not only did this
poor choice make SG President Nick
Phelps and Senate President Tyler
Montell look bad as leaders of SG, it
made the students look bad because
we foolishly put these boys in office

In response to Parrish’s rebuttal to
the comments that Montell and Phelps
made in an article in Tuesday's Kernel
regarding the incident, I say grow up!

You messed up, you took an event
meant to support an amazing cause
and you exploited it. The decision to
donate the profit after getting caught
does not rede your actions. Yester
day’s letter to the editor was merely

body as

an attempt to save yourself

If these men honestly think that
what they did was ethical, their be
havior not only reflects poorly on
their morals but also their intellect
Jesse Parrish and Blake Burnett are
not victims (as Parrish’s rebuttal may
le me to think). In fact, they are
culprits, and it is time for them to
man up and take responsibility for
their actions
The true victims here are the
members of Student Government who
wre doing everything possible to im
prove UK, the body who de:
pends on Student Government to act
in their best interests and the Greek
organizations. When my peers make
poor judgments and then attempt to
validate their mistakes, it is no sur
prise that the public thinks our gener.
ation is narcissistic. This type of con:
duct supports that assumption. While
all of this irritates me, the most dis
turbing aspect of this entire ordeal is
that these dishonest men are the peo
ple who in ten years may be running
this country

studen

Judith Novak

Columnist misrepresented Jena 6 controversy

While I agree with Robert Kahne
that racial prejudices are alive and

well today, I think he insults the en-
tire generation that came before us
when he claims that “we are going
to have to fight just as hard for racial
justice in our generation as our par
ents did in theirs” in his column yes
terday titled “Jena 6 case shows
racial inequality in U.S. criminal-jus.
tice system.”

To pretend that today’s situation
is on the same scale is almost as ab-
surd as the rest of his column.

Using accounts of the assault
from the “Free the Jena 6" Web site
to plead his case is silly. Is Mr.
Kahne aware that on Sept. 24 the
Associated Press reported that stu-
dents of all races regularly used the
“white tree?” Is it possible that a
contributing columnist for the Ker
nel fell hook, line and sinker for a
piece of propaganda?

It is not too much to ask that a
journalist adequately research all as-
pects of a story before sharing his
glorified, over dramatized views

According to Mr. Kahne, “al
though there were two sides to this
fight, only one side was charged
with any wrongdoing.” According

to any sane body, the alleged fight of
six on one represents a huge dispari-
ty of force

In most states a victim of such
an ambush would be legally justified
in responding with lethal force to de
fend himself. That was not even the
case here. Six men continually t
an individual into unconsciousness.

Am I really so ignorant as to be
lieve that the Jena 6 case is the first
time such actions have been fol
lowed by attempted murder charges?
I assure you | am not. Furthermore
is $90,000 bail really that outrageous
when you look at this case as a
racially motivated attempted mur-
der

I sleep better at night knowing
those accused of attempted murder
are sitting in jail. I would prefer bail
be much higher. It's not nearly as
upsetting as the thought of the as-
saulted man who was nearly beaten
to death

1 want racial equality as much as
the next person, but I am not willing
to go the route of dishonest reporting
to get it

Nathan Kiar
Department of Biology
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Historic act will | 1mprove chances
for gaining higher education

L)mmg last month’s congression-
al r , I was able to visit nearly
every uvunl\ in the Sixth District
Talking with my
fellow Central
Kentuckians face
to face is one of
the pleasures of
this job, and 1
always make it a
priority to find
out which issues
concern you
most. Once

CHANDLER again, many of

Guest you put improv-
Columnist i
high on your
list. I completely understand be-
cause I am a parent too. My three
children attend public schools, one
each in elementary, middle and high
school

Education reform is a broad sub-
ject, but simply put, it has two ma-
jor goals: First, prepare students to
be able to compete and succeed in
the global marketplace: and second,
make higher education affordable
for all who choose to go to college

The historic Coll Cost Re-
duction and Access Act which
Congress sent to President George
Bush on Sept. 18 and signed into
law on Sept. 27 — will provide a
much-needed boost toward reaching
these goals

Just how important to Ken.
tucky’s education is this act? Criti

REP. BEN

education

cally important, it turns out, because
the problems it seeks to fix are se-
vere

According to a report by the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy and

The act provides the single

largest investment in college

financial aid since the Gl Bill
was enacted in 1994

nghcr Education, Kentucky ranks
27th in the nation in affordability of
higher education (carning us an F).
For this reason, all of us should be
interested in and informed about the
College Cost Reduction and Access
Act

The act provides the single
largest investment in college finan-
cial aid since the GI Bill was enact-
ed in 1944

The relief is much needed. Col-
lege tuition has reached record
highs, with tuition at four-year pub-
lic colleges increasing 35 percent in
the last five years, according to the
report

College students are taking on
increasing amounts of debt before
they ever enter the workforce. In
Kentucky, a typical need-based stu-
dent loan borrower goes into debt
by $13,026 in order to pay for his
or her education at a 4-year public
school

This new law lowers college
costs for low- and middle-income
individuals by cutting interest rates
on student loans in half from 6.8
percent to 3.4 percent, making loan
payments more manageable and in-
creasing federal student aid.

The bill also includes loan for-
giveness programs for those serving
in the public sector. Furthermore, by
cutting excess subsidies paid to
lenders in the student loan industry,
the College Cost Reduction Act ben-
efits millions of students and fami-
lies at no new cost to taxpayers.

For Kentucky, this bill provides
$433 million more in student loan
and Pell Grant aid to students and
families over the next five years,
benefiting 129,400 Kentucky stu-
dents

In addition, this bill will save
the average Kentucky student over
$4.,000 in interest over the life of a
loan.

With the enactment of the Col-
lege Cost Reduction and Access
Act, we are making a national com-
mitment to education that will have
far-reaching benefits for Kentucky

Generations of Kentucky stu-
dents will enter the workforce un-
burdened with heavy debt and well
prepared to compete in the global
marketplace.

Ben Chandler represents Ken-
tucky’s 6th district in the United
States House of Representatives
Email opinions@kykernel.com

Business-like university systems
encourage ‘sleepwalking’ students

“Buy your degree here!”
This should be the new motto for
many universities and colleges
across the coun-
try. It seems that
some students
currently are
sleepwalking
through college
and are going
through the mo-
tions without ac-
tually learning

GUEST *
CoLumn

anything

This implies that students can
simply buy a degree with minimal
academic effort

According to a report in USA
Today on Nov. 4, 2006, student ac
ceptance rates have gone up all over
the country for public colleges and
universities and even more for some
selective private institutions

Take for instance Western Ken-
tucky University. The student accep-
tance rate at WKU has gone up to
93 percent according to the report
The reason for this is simple: busi
ness. Higher education has become a
huge and profitable business that
many want to get their hands on

The drive of many universities to
improve racial diversity on their
campuses has also led to an increase
in acceptance rates. A university or
college may feel it must have a cer-
tain percentage of different races or
ethnic backgrounds so the institution
isn't categorized as racially biased
This could potentially lead to the ac
ceptance of students who might not
meet academic requirements, but
meet diversity requirements.

It’s a competition. Colleges and

universities compete for high school
graduates. And once they receive a
commitment from a new student, it
seems as if the institution doesn’t
care much about how that student
progresses in their education

At a large university, students of-

It seems that some students
are sleepwalking through
college, and are going
through the motions without
actually learning anything.

ten have a choice of whether or not
to go to class. With large class sizes
and many professors not taking daily
attendance, many students do not
feel the need to attend class. So why
not sleepwalk your way through?

Students who put mediocre effort
into their higher education can often
walk away with a B or in the worst
case a C in a class. D's and F's are
almost becoming obsolete at these
money thirsty universities.

One of the main goals for higher
education institutions is student re-
tention. They want students to stay
at their institution and pay to study
there. But if students flunk out or
aren’t accepted, the institution runs
the risk of losing money. So if stu-
dents receive good grades in class,
they are likely to stay and prolong
their studies at the university or col-
lege

This just doesn’t seem fair to
students who put forth optimal effort
and who greatly care about their

secondary education and the grades
they make to get the same degree as
someone who sleepwalked though
college while getting a decent grade
they really didn’t earn. With today’s
job market demanding a college ed
ucation and a degree to go with it,
students really don’t have a choice
but to invest in college. For those in
the secondary education business
this puts dollar signs in their eyes
and opens the door to make hoards
of money

There is a logical solution for in-
stitutions behaving this way. Accep-
tance standards need to be raised for
colleges and universities across the
country. Students who don’t belong
at college shouldn’t be there. Sec-
ondly, good grades should not be
given out in order to retain students,
they should be given out because
students actually earned those
grades. Also, students need to re-
main motivated enough to not let
themselves fall into a sleepwalking
state. The responsibility lies in the
hands of the students to make the
most out of their education experi-
ence by putting in maximum acade-
mic effort

Yes, I know this is not the case
at many well-respected institutions,
but this is happening at other univer-
sities in the state of Kentucky and
the country, which makes it a prob-
lem

Hopefully, we will all see a fu-
ture where the motto of places of
higher learning can become “Earn
your degree here!”

Jacob Rice is a journalism
sophomore. E-mail
opinions@kykernel .com.
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