b

2D T L B g e A s

SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 21, '99

il -gates’ {from ‘this county

R

To the' Louisville ‘Digpatch

g uon has becn cqlled to. the: follo»vmg ex-

[Reprmted bv Request}
Wlnche\ter Ixy., May 17

I have been away from home several
weeks and have paid but llttle a‘tentlon
to ‘the canvass “for! the nomlmtmm for
Statc omces‘ Smce my. return my '1ttea-

x‘act xom one of the speechea of the

statement
inst Oapt %Lone 1s 1eported to ‘have
said:’ i

“Dayou remember the convention in
1895 "to: nominate:;candidates for Gov=
ernor 'and other State offices? ‘It was' as-
“sembled in: Louisville. "When the dele-
got' there they
foundiin that convention Gen. P. Wat
Hardin. What did he do? IHe had Judge
Beckner 'of ‘Winchester, who then wag
and: is now, a gold standard man, made
chairman_ of that conyention! Then
Judge. Beckner had the appointment of
all committees. What did he do on reso-
lutions? John S.'Rhea; John D. Clardy,
Ellls and Richardson and, Urey Woodson
wanted to hring Blackburn to the front.
They took William Lindsay of the town
of Frankfort, 4 gold standard man. Then
what happened? He brought out a plat-
form in that convention ‘indorsing Mr.
Cleveland.”

I intend :to vote, of course, for who- |

ever is nomirated by the Democratic

convention ‘in June, and am quite well|

acquainted with each of the candidates:
They are all better'than they seem to be,
from’ what their: opponents are saying

‘dmmcet of Gcn

CAL Lon'bwl‘e the:most: thoughtrilia
Hardin’s  friends ap-
ploved iMaj. “Norman’s:¢hoice, and he
“had“to’submit, althoughito ‘do- him jus-
tice, he wanted a cmdldate who, agreed | |
thh him ‘on! the money qUestion.. Whien
T Uwash asked whom L. would ‘appointi-on
“the’ commmees, I answered that under
no'state of the ‘case would I dicker about
the matter, ‘and*'that. it wou‘d bei‘time
“enough for me : to ‘announce hy. sel ec-
tionsiwhen' I had been given:power«to
doi so. I do, not noy ' remember: to have
made but one exception: Sénitor Black-
whurn was urged upon ‘me-as the’ choice
of the extreme free smex men for a place
“on' the Committes on “Resolutions, and
just bhefore tlie vote was tuken betweun
Capt. “Stone’and myself, a! very 'frank;
manly " gentleman iftom Western Ken-
tuceky, for whom: 1 have always enter-
tained feeli ings: of ‘warm:regard, came’'to
me and asked me directly whether or not
I woull™ give ' Capt.: Blackburn'the ap-
pointment.” Treating him*“with the'can-
dor; that T would have BALGCtEd from
him,and to prevent: con’pxn nt of had
faith afterward, I' told him I would not,
I dld ot care at-all*about his beum 2
free silver man, and certainly I. Had no
feeling or };PI‘TO!M] hostility to the Sen-
‘ator., ‘He had run: beforeithe macting of
nis district \AQ](“’LLG:; for a place va the
same’ committee nud* been beaten by 9
sound money; man. #As I 'was opposed to
the 16'to 1 propaganda, ‘and was a

to ‘'see the convention stick 'to thié land-
marks, I could mot of course consent to
be Instrumemal in placing a gentleman
who was the leader of the opposing views
“where* "he’would! be so- influential in
thwarting a program which I regarded as
of such vital moment to.the par ty.

I selected the men\whom I appointed
on the Committee’ on"Resolutions with-
cut consulting anybody. One of these
L was Judge ' William ™ Lindsay; ' who' had
little more than ‘a:year before been: elect-
ked tothe Unjted: States” f"”ate by ~ihe
[ inaniniciis vote of ‘the Democralic niem-
bers of ‘the LeBislatiire ui Kentucky, in-
cludnig ‘Hon. “William Goebel, theh' the
State Senator from -Kenton. The otiier
was Hon, J. D, Clardy, who had, the.fall
befaore been elected to Cangl €38, who was
then as sincefely”in favor 'of free silver
as Senator Blackburn himself, and whom
I knew to he as honest s man and’ as
true'a Democrat as the State contained.
Of course I selected Judge’ Lindsay be-
cause I thought he would be: potent in
securing the adoption of sucha platform
88 I preferred.. I ap poirted Dr. L,hrd}
because I thought that: in a convention'|
composed of brethren differing about’ a

about them. There are one or two er-
rors, however, in the above extract from
Capt. Stone’s: speech,: whichin' the in-|

terest of justice and fair dealing I feel|

it to be my duty to try to correct. Gen.
Hardin did not' have me made tempor-
ary chairman of the State convention in
1895. I was requested to come to Frank-
fort the evening before the convention
by Hon. L.:C. Norman, one of the ablest
and. safest ‘leaders that the Democratic |
party in Kentucky has had ofilate years.
He asked me to become a candiddte for
‘Lhe, temporarcy chairmanship. I told him
I was the personal friend of Gen, Hardin
and wonld not do ‘anything that could
prejudice-Ris - interests:  Maj. Norman
said that there were other men besides
Gen. Hardin interested in that conven-
tion,’and thal he could not objcct to me,
Lm,l hlld al
(flﬂ v

dy opno &llto Bardin would Iy
!y the scund mouey wen and
him:a bilack cye,

::mu? ed

nus give

question” of policy, il would be fairito
give both sides hfn(—*' representation, I
m\e never drawn a. lice: with reference
to the financial issue insuppor ting can-
| didates for office” wit hin the party with-
out concedmg to ‘every ‘other Deémocrat
| the same right to his opinion that I 'have,
and neyer behevlng him' to be any lens
fitted for publxc place; because he-differ-
ed with ‘me. Neither haye'1 ever denied
oWn'views nof: in any way ‘tried” to
‘dodge Iny record. When'I-enteréd ‘Con-
gress in the fad of- 1894 I found that the |

4ys been. hts friend, Mdu'v {

i traces, to support
{ who had fairly and squarely received

gre i 0L
ﬂnarce, ahdg\ i

camp§, one for what was: called silver
‘cand’ the ‘othet ‘in ‘fayor: of ‘4" single
staudatd Lot value Naturally, :

cAurse; my: Anelindtions were' to fall in
with’ the majority fréom the:South and
West but after ag ‘diligentia study ofi
the matter as I could give iti inthe
short' time !I-had, T co*lcludedj with
prferson (who hag always ibeen pmy:
polmcal guide) ‘that it was: a co'nnAer

scial quc"t-on jand that existing’ condl—»

tiond in' this! modetn worldL williinot
admit of two standardp' ofivalue; and
vated accmdmgly QGapt, Stone and T
voted together, and I supposed tor the’
same' piirpose.’ He ‘may then haye fa-
vored 16%to 1, but I ‘am’sure I aid
not ‘suspect it; I never:.yoted to glve
a bill its third readmg 10 older to get

| a‘chance to kill it at a’later: pallla*

meutary stage, nor did T make -a re(n‘
ordiin oppositiontoiithat of ‘the free
silver’ leaders in'the House When ‘Capt.
Stone 'and: 1, stood ‘shoulder:to shoyl-
der, for any reason save that T.did not
conseientiously believe!intheir. policy,
Of | course, ‘there .are n’my things
in politias 'in fLentucky that I do not
know, Mr. Editor;“but 1. have ‘thken
much'interest in: public questions’ dur-
ing the pa.°t thnty {years, have' as large
an  acqulitiince dnsther b
othét! citizen, ‘perhaps, (Lucr, ave ‘tried
to keep up with every movement of
general interest, and ‘certainly - ‘may
claim :to' be somewhat informed as ‘to
the views and history iof: its leadmg
politicians, and’ yet it  cither Capt.
Stone or Senator Goebsl were free gil-
ver men: before they began’ to ‘thiuk
of making the present race for Gover-
nor. I never heard of it. :

When" the Legislature of 1896 met
and’ there ‘was a' .Democratic caucus
to nominate a' candidate for Senator,
Mr. Goebel did not: prefer: Hon. -J. C.
8. Blackburn, who. ;was, ‘above  all
men in the State, recognized as the
leader in the 16 to 1 movement. = After
Joe wag nominated Capt. Stone was
still voted for
strenuously and fanatically for a gold
standard ‘that they were willing to
bolt' the agtion of their party. 1f Ite
ever protested or objected it was not
done loud enough to come to my ears.
At the same time T was‘getting up pe-
titions and calling meetings and writ-

| ing letters to induce our State Senator,

who  was ‘kicking out of the party

Capt.  Blackburn,

the nomination. Capt.'Stone made an-
other mistake in his reported speech
at ‘Russellville when
“Judge ‘Beckner had-the-appointment
of ‘all the committees” at the conven- |
tion 111 1895, and it is quite a blunder |
for a’gentleman who has been 'so much
m politics. - Bverybody rought to know

by those who were so!

he ' stated that;

l

/hut the temporary.chairman on sich':

on is'accorded the’ privilege
n[ naming two memboers of each com-
mittee and no more. So far as I ‘am
concerned, T do ‘not: c¢are whether our
candidate * for Governor. is for or
against free silyer. :As T.see it; there
are other ‘issues of far: greater impor-
tance in the State races. I much pre-
fer, however, to votd for one whom I

loroanayle

hcheyevto be sincere i his convictions

which he
helieve

past and fall inte a current

has’ lieretofore «-vrofessed:* to
\Vﬂo mnnmv to.destruction.:
' “Respectfully; @
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