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A yearling Hampshire ram
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An aged Dorset ram
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Circular No. 285

RAMS FOR COMMERCIAL FLOCKS
By
RICHARD C. MILLER

Kentucky has long been distinguished for the production ot
lambs of superior quality; nevertheless, she also produces some of
the poorest. The contrast in quality of lambs on adjoining farms
sometimes 1s so great as to attract the attention of travellers on the
highway. An even more striking contrast appears when the lambs
are sent to market. A principal cause of this diversity is the too
common use of inferior, grade or scrub rams as sires for market
lambs. Lambs of superior quality invariably show the pronounced
influence of purebred rams. The property of transmitting his own
characteristics to his offspring is so strong in a purebred ram that
his lambs inherit superior quality even tho their mothers are not of
the best type. The quality of the produce of a grade or scrub ram,
however, is uncertain because of his mixed ancestry. The lamb
may inherit characteristics from either parent of a grade ram or
[tom some undesirable ancestors of a scrub. This does not happen
with a purebred ram because his ancestors, male and female, for
many generations, have been bred with the idea of fixing good
qualities and eliminating all undesirable characteristics.

Even with the best of ewes and the best of care and manage-
ment, it is impossible to produce a high percentage of prime and
thoice lambs when grade or scrub rams are used, regardless of how
800d the rams may look as individuals. Nevertheless thousands of
KC“lU('k}' SllCC[) raisers still head their flocks with grade and scrub
tms and many others breed to purebred rams of inferior quality.
()l.tcn a man buys a flock of ewes, picks them carefully, takes the
Pans to examine the mouth and udder of each, as he should, and
then asks the dealer to sell him a ram for the same price as he paid,
per head, for the ewes. Many rams that are culled for replacement
i.m(l sent to the stockyards are purchased by other farmers for breed-
"8; and some traders make a business of buying grade and scrub
H4ms and peddling them to farmers. These farmers evidently do

Not reals; . (¥ ”» .
t realize how very expensive these so called “cheap” rams will
Prove to be,

Regardless of the class of ewes a farmer may have, he
can m :

ake no greater mistake than to mate them to a poor ram.
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The man who sacrifices quality in order to save a few dollars on the
price of a ram is sure to be the loser in the end.

BREEDS

The question arises as to what breed of ram is the most suitable
to Kentucky conditions. The answer is that no one breed is bes
suited to all conditions under which lambs are produced in this
state. Aside from the likes and dislikes of the individual farmer,
many factors must be taken into account, such as the kind of ewes
in the flock, whether or not some of the ewe lambs are to be kept
for breeding, when lambs are to be marketed, the grazing and feed
available, whether or not creep feeding is to be practiced, and the
equipment for winter shelter and lambing.

Lambs sired by Hzimpshil‘c, Suffolk, or Dorset rams make much
faster gains than those by rams of the smaller breeds of finer bone,
like the Southdown. With ewes of good conformation, when lambs
are to be pushed rapidly to an early market, rams of the larg
breeds are preferred by many Kentucky farmers. These also art
good with certain types of western or fine-wool ewes, and especially
so if ewe lambs are to be kept for breeding. Rangy, upstanding
ewes should never be bred to rams of the larger, more upstanding
type. The Southdown makes an ideal cross on such ewes. Whe
the larger breeds are used, it is important to breed for early lanb
ing and to creep feed the lambs, at Jeast until plenty of grazing i
available.

Southdown. The Southdown breed of sheep has been bred for
le
mutton type. Kentucky breeders are using this breed extensive
ly. Flocks of Southdown are to be found in the Bluegrass art
and, in recent years, in other parts of the State. The Southdown b
est ol

many generations with the purpose of developing the best possib

a compact, symmetrical, low-set type of sheep and the small

the Down breeds. Southdown rams are so prepotent that when

crossed on ewes of poor conformation they give a larger percentagt
of prime and choice lambs than do rams of the larger and coand

breeds.

Lambs sired by Southdown rams do not make as rapid gains ®
lambs sired by rams of the larger, faster-growing breeds, such as the

Hampshire and Dorset, but they fatten more readily, hold ther
].Q]‘Itl(

meat. The Southdown rams are not recommended, howeven il

condition longer and dress out a larger percentage of higl
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Rams for Commercial Flocks 5

«mall of bone, will yield a comparatively light clip of wool and will
not have the milking qualities desired in a good commercial ewe.

Hampshire. The Hampshire is a dark-faced Down breed, much
Jarger than the Southdown and not so compactly built. It is a
greedy feeder and capable of making phenomenal gains if properly
handled. Lambs of no other breed excel the Hampshire in rate
of gain and, as a sire of early market lambs, the Hampshire ram has
no superior. Lambs by Hampshire rams, if dropped in February,
may be marketed in May, as they should reach marketable weight
of 80 pounds in three months, if pushed from birth.

The popularity and rapid increase of the breed during recent
years has caused some breeders to lose sight of quality and breed
type, with the result that many rams have been retained for breed-
ing that should have been sold to the butcher as lambs, and thous-
ands of ewes have been registered that were fit only for use in com-
mercial flocks. There is no place in this or any other state for the
coarse, rangy, big-headed, narrow-chested type of Hampshire that
many farmers continue to produce. The low, compact, symmetri-
cal Hampshire with close, even fleece, is the kind in greatest de-
mand by our lamb producers.

Shropshire. The Shropshire is a dark-faced Down breed, inter-
mediate in size between the Southdown and Hampshire. While
not numerous in Kentucky, they are popular in many of the native-
lamb states, particularly those north of the Ohio where the breed
is now numerically the most important. Farmers who save ewe

A yearling Shropshire ram
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lambs for breeding frequently prefer Shropshires because they vyield
a more valuable fleece than do sheep of the other important mut.
ton breeds. The ewes are also noted for high fecundity tho they
are not so good in this respect as the Dorset. They do not brec
so early as most other Down breeds and are not such good milkers
as the Dorset, Hampshire, Suffolk or Ryeland. Lambs by Shrop
shire rams can be made into choice market lambs if handled prop
erly and for farmers who wish to keep some of the ewe lambs for
breeding and, at the same time, produce choice market lambs, the
Shropshire deserves consideration.

A yearling Cheviot ram

Cheviot. The Cheviot, a light-faced, hill sheep, is the hardiest,
most active mutton breed in the State. While Cheviot lambs art
somewhat slower to mature and a little more difficult to finish than
lambs by rams of most of the other breeds, they are extremely activc
from birth, a factor which reduces the death losses. The quality
of the carcass is very good and ewe lambs by Cheviot rams and oul
of close-wool or western ewes make good commercial ewes. Thert
are few flocks of Cheviots in Kentucky.

There are in the State a number of flocks of other breeds, tht
Ryeland and Suffolk especially, and occasionally an Oxford or Cor
riedale is found.

Dorset. The Dorset is a horned, light-faced sheep and one ol
the oldest of English breeds. The Dorset ewes are noted for high
fecundity, early lambing and good milking qualities. While Jambs
sired by Dorset rams do not show such high quality as Jlambs by
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Rams for Gommercial Flocks 7

rams of some of the other breeds, Dorset lambs grow rapidly and
ewe lambs by Dorset rams out of Rambouillet or Delaine ewes or
ewes carrying considerable fine-wool blood make excellent breeding
ewes for commercial flocks. The farmer who wishes to keep his
ewe lambs for breeding makes no mistake in using a Dorset ram.
He should plan, however, to have his lambs come early and get his
sale lambs on an early market. Creep feeding helps greatly in this
regard, especially until plenty of grazing is available.

The Dorset has made considerable headway in Kentucky during
the past few years and many new flocks of the breed have been es-
tablished.

Ryeland. The Ryeland ram offers real possibilities as a sire of
carly-maturing lambs of good quality. The fleece is fairly heavy
and ewe lambs by Ryeland rams out of ewes of fine-wool extraction
produce excellent farmers’ ewes. The few flocks of the breed in
this country are in Kentucky.

An aged Ryeland ram

Suffolk. A number of small Suffolk flocks have recently been es-
tablished in the State. The Suffolk is a dark-faced Down breed,
bare of wool over head and legs. As sires of market lambs the rams
“mpare very favorably with Hampshires. The breed has been
greatly improved during recent years.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD RAM

\\;’hile it is not necessary that a ram intended for use on com-
mercial ewes have all the fine breed points required of a ram to be
UHC-(l on a purebred flock, it is important that he be a good represen-
lve of the breed, that he be vigorous and active, with a bold,
Masculine appearance, low-set, deep-bodied and symmetrical, that
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he stand well on all four feet and that his fleece be close and even,
Narrow-chested, ewe-necked, weak-headed rams should be avoided
by all means, as should overfat or unthrifty rams. While rams
should be in good field condition, it is a great mistake to buy rams
that have been highly fitted for sale or show. Such rams may prov
disappointing, as the fitting often impairs their usefulness eithe
temporarily or permanently.

AGE OF USEFULNESS

While rams are usually at their best from one to three years of
age, caution should be exercised in the purchase of rams older tha
yearlings. These older rams may be offered for sale because the
proved disappointing as breeders; non-breeders are discarded afie
the first year. A growthy ram lamb in good condition may be use
on a small number of ewes, usually not more than fifteen. As:
rule, it is not advisable to use ram lambs unless they are allowed
with the ewes only a short time, morning and evening, and are fed
grain daily. The better plan, under average conditions, is to ust
a good yearling or older ram.

REGISTRATION IS IMPORTANT

While it is not necessary that rams intended for use in commer
cial flocks be registered, the registry certificate is the best guarani
of the purity of the breeding. Then, too, the man who keeps his
registrations up to date usually is a more constructive breeder an
has better sheep than one who is negligent in such matters.

Annually hundreds of grade rams are sold to farmers in thi
State as “purebred unrecorded” rams. “Purebred unrecorded” I
become'a convenient term that often covers a multitude of defec
While there are some good purebred flocks of unregistered sheep
in Kentucky, many so called purebred unregistered sheep are ol
high grades. The farmer who buys an unregistered ram must 1!
the risk of getting a grade unless he knows the flock from which the
ram comes.

AVOID DISEASES

Many troubles in sheep are bought into the flock. Sometin®
the purchase of a ram is the means of infecting an entire flock. Th
sheepman should use every possible precaution to guard zig-’lillﬁl_i"'
troducing disease into his flock thru the purchase of rams. ﬂ““:
best place to buy a ram is on the farm of the man who product
him, where the entire flock can be seen before purchase is I“if‘l“
If the flock is in an unthrifty condition or there is evidence of 100!
trouble or other disease, it would be wise to buy elsewhere.
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