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APPEAL OF CASSIUS M. CLAY.

Trey who on the eighteenth day of August, 1845, rose
in arms, overpowered the civil authorities, and established
an irresponsible despotism npon the constitutional liber-
ties of this Commonwealth, in justification of their con-
duet, “appeal to Kentucky and to the world.” Seo be it.
Let Kentucky and the world judge.

When the public peace is disturbed—when the laws
are defied—when the Constitution is overthrown —and
when, by the avowal of murderous purposes, natural right
and divine justice are impiously violated :(—not the loss
of property—not the individual wrong and suffering—not
even the shedding of blood, are to be weighed a mo-
ment: but the great principles of liberty only are to be
borme in mind: whilst individnals, however hich or low,
are to be forgotten. If it shall turn out that these pnn-
ciples were by me violated '
right that my house should have been rudely entered by
personal enemies, threatening me with the dread al
native of death or dishonor,—then was it right that the
sick chamber should not wake, in the bosoms of the stern
vindicators of the law, some feeling of pitying sympathy
or magnanimous forbearance,—then was it right that my
wife and children should, for long days and nights, suffer
the terrors of il.'l]-r"lll!irJF_f ruin,—then was it right that 1
should have my property confiscated,—then was it nght
that I should be ountlawed and exiled, from the land of
my birth, and the buried ashes of my own loved blood
and ever-cherished friends. But if, on the other hand,

or endangered,—then was it

ler-
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they, and not I, have done this deed,—then let me be re-
stored to the confidence of my countrymen—to the secu-

rity of the laws—to the mmviolate :<1'111L‘Tirj.' of the home of

my native land,—and let them be consigned, not to a fel-
on’s fate, which is their due by the Constitution and laws
of Kentucky,—but live out their days with the 1‘{-i"1£'-vti:)u
that the most they can hope for i the future, is, that
their dishonored names will be swallowed up in the mag-
nanimous [qu:_lf'l|1||l=:~:| ol tmt]m*:" gt’!ll’l;l“l”!h.

In the spring of 1845 I, in connection with -mmr- other
Kentuckians, m: wde Er]‘u;lu“‘l.]‘- o [HI] lish a paper devoted
to free discussion and sradual emancipation in Kentucky.
On the third day of June of the same year, the True
American was 1--1tf-=l from the press: having about three
hundred subscribers in this State, and about seventeen
hundred in the other states. On the twélfth day of Au-
gust, 1845, the last number of this paper was sent to
about seven hundred subseribers in Kentucky, and about
twenty-seven hundred of the other states of the Union.
These facts are verified by the books of the office, which
friend or foe is at liberty to examine. That my readers

in Kentucky shonld have run up, in this short space of

about two months, from three to seven hundred, in the
face of all the violence and proscription of the enemies
of emancipation, voluntarily, without any agencies, and
‘wi!h(rm. the distribution of ecireulars or papers on my
part, is a most extraordinary circumstance. And when
we re 51 et that about twenty persons read the paper of
each subscriber, makine fourteen thousand readers in
Kentucky, it proves be 1.4.::14.1 all controversy that the pnn-
ciples and tone of n Iy press were ti 1king a powerful hold
upon the minds and affections of the people.

The Democratic papers were comparatively silent.
The Whig press was largely in my favor. Hn Christian
Intellizencer soon raised also the standard of emancipa-
tion. The people of Louisville had takeén the mitiatory
step for starting a similar paper there. A Democratic
print of the Green river section, the most pro-slavery part
of the State, had copied an article from the True Amer-
ican, showing the ruinons competition of slave labor with
that of the whites, and seemed ready to wage a common
war. For the first time since the formation of the Con-
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stitution of the State, was a political party organized for
the overthrow of slavery in a legal way; and in the most
populous city in the commonwealth a candidate was an-
nounced, ready to fizht the battle upon the stump. A
convention of the friends of emanc I.}hlhnil WAas propose d
to be held on the fourth day of July, 1846,and met the
approval of many able and patriotic ecitizens. The prin-
cipal movers in this cause were slaveholders; so also
were a majority of the readers of the True American ;
and the great mass of laborers, who are not habitual
readers of newspapers, began to hear—to consider—and
to learn their rights, and were preparing to maintain them ;
so that all things moving steadily towards the same glo-
rious end, proclaimed, that KENTUCKY MUST BE FREE.
Previous to the issming of the ninth nnmber of the
True American, I was taken sick with the Typhoid fever.
A few !rl:*llf.lw‘ i'%li'[i d the paper .I][ the eleventh nmumber
was in press, iu which was a leading article written by a
slaveholder, and the following editorial written by my-

S :!

{ We are called once more to onr hard and responzible task,

» L U e Tk | =i | 1; ™ 3 11T i 1

from a bed of lonr and painful 1llness, The inquiry nas bpeen
freaquently made, we are told, whether we were living or dead
with hopes for the worst in the bosoms of some: we are proud

to say that the man does not live, whom we would, if we conld
effect it by the mere exertion of the will, eause one moment’s
pain; far less ‘compass in desire his dea th. To ireemen, the
li.zc-t_-j]:-g:'ﬂ allending our msconauct l.w_. I.rl l‘l.} (I,’!]nl:!la '}]r= mosl

urgent necessity s Philip dead? * No, but in great dange
How are you concerned in these rumors? .L“.'”E".""I-:‘.“ he sl

meet some latal stroke: vou would soon raise up another Philip

if your interests are thus e _.Lrli-l-!.' It 1s the weakness and di
ease in the State that has forced us into our present position:
and if we shounld pensh, the same causes wonld raise up many
more, and abler than we, to vindicate the same cause.

We had hoped to see on this i‘ﬂr"i..lt'HT. the great axiom that
marn i8 Cap: able of self-government am ply vindicated: we had
no objections ‘-.;'- the peaceable and honor: L.r]ﬂ f\!r”muni of em-
pire over the whole contine nt, if equal freedom expanded with
the hounds of [h'._‘ nation : _ 'l"- W f'-lll.] we have seen '-::I.E='.:;'i
millions of freemen. f*rljr;j.'iu:: liberty of conscience and pursnit,
of restine under their own vine and fir tree with none to make
them afraid, standing upon a sacred and inviolate constitution at
home, and just towards all nations ;—such was the vision of the

1"!
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immortal Washington, and such was ours. But we are told, the
enunciation of the great and soul-stirring principles of Revolu-
tionary patriots was a lie,—as a dog returns to his vomit we are
to go back to the foul and cast-off rags of European tyranny to
hide our nakedness; slavery, the most unmitigated, the lowest,
basest that the world has seen, is to be substituted forever for our
better, more glorious, holier aspirations,—the constitution is torn
and trampled under foot, justice and good faith in a nation are
derided, brute force is substituted in the place of high moral
tone: all the great principles of national liberty, which we in-
herited from our British ancestry, are yielded up,—and we are

" = L
left without God or hope in the world, When the great hearted
of our land weep, and the man of reflection maddens in the
contemplation of our national apostacy, there are men pursuing
gain and pleasure, who smile with contempt and indiflerence at
their appeals. But remember—you who dwell in marble pal-
aces—that there are strong arms, and fiery hearts, and iron pikes
in the streets, and panes of glass only between them and the
silver plate on the board, and the smooth skinned woman on the
ottoman. When you have mocked at virtue, denied the ageney
of God in the affairs of men, and made rapine your honied faith ;
tremble! for the day of retribution is at hand—and the masses
will be avenged.”

After I had written this, a ride *to the office caused a
relapse. Whilst I lay prostrate with disease, it was told
me, a few minutes before 3 o'elock, of the fourteenth day
of August, that there was to be held, at that hour, a meet-
ine of the eitizens at the Court House, in Lexington, for
the purpose of suppressing the True American. 1 -
mediately rose and dressed myself; and in opposition to
the remonstrances of my family, and at the nsk of my
lite from the exertion, I determined to confront my ene-
mies face to face, and vindicate my cause at all hazards,
At the Court House I found about thirty individnals, in-
cluding a few who came in after 1 left: their names
were taken down by a couple of friends, and are now in
my possession. All these men had grown from political
opponents to personal enemies, because of my devotion
to the Whig cause, except two, “a Whig"” and “ Junius,”
who were influenced no doubt by feelings of revenge, on
account of the gastieation ‘.‘.']Ijh‘ii‘l had _,f_"]'"ff-]i I]u*[n. in the
first number of the True American, for their menace of
the murderous infliction of Lynch law. After a silence

of about half an hour, E. Q. Sayre said, he would speak
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out just the same as if I was not-present; he was for
suppressing the True American as libellous, by legal
means. Henry Johnson, a cotton planter, and the brother
of R. M. Johnson, said he understood this meeting was
to have been equally composed of Whigs and Demo-
crats, and for one he would take no action concerning
this Abolition press, unless the Whigs came up boldly
and shared the responsibility. Thos. F. Marshall, the
apostate Whig, and late hybrid candidate for Congress,
said he understood this to be a pubfic meeting, and was
here by an invitation; he held the True American in his
hand, and would read what he conceived to be the cause

of the public excitement. Ie then read the article writ-
ten 1I.1‘_'.' me and took his seat.

Up 1o this period no Whig had made his appearance.
D. M. Crair now made his entrance:; he was a Whig;
but the supposed author of “a Whig"” as before stated
He was in a most lachrymose mood,—avowing himself
my personal friend,—but at the same time his determina-
tion to use his musket against my life,—he said this was
a private meeting, and in this he was clamorously see-

onded by the whole mass. During all this time 1 lay

upon a bench, only at mtervals beinr able to sif np. |
said [ was [ar [rom intruding myself upon any get of
men,—that I had understood this was a [m.‘!n].'-' meeting—

1

[ threw mysell upon their magnan imity—I acknowledged
I was in the midst of enemies, yet trusted 1 wonld be al-
lowed to explain the article read by Mr. Marshall, which

\il.

from his few comments I found was utterly misconceived,

and tortured from its true meaning. 1 was promptly re-
fused a hearing. Faint, and with lips parched, 1 turned
to. T, ¥. Marshall, as the most chivalric of my enermes

—a man whom I had met but a few months before in
this same Court House, in the presence of an impartial
andience of my countrymen, and driven tosthe walls,
upon this same subject of the liberties of men—a man
from whom I had extorted an' open avowal, “ that he had
(putting his hand to his heart,) the most nrofound respect

" v | Agde | e . . 7 T
far thie peslleman and s opriions and aroumenls, 30 new, anil
! f

Strong, as to demand its more deliberate consideration’ —
P M. i Mot 1 Y e
W ho coldly :L.'l'csl.'\.t ’ 1..'[-1-. JL _'L'*.L]. no more power neie
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than I, being a single individual.” I then protested
against his constrnetion of my writings, and retired.

Exhausted by this effort 1T retun ned once more to my
ed But feeling the necessity of meeting the vindictive
machinations of my enemies, 1 dictated a handbill to the
people. (No. 1,) which was taken down by my wife; ex-
p ltillrﬁ“' the offensive editorial, and asking a suspension
of public opinion and action, till my health “mlll allow
me to be heard.*®

I had hardly got throngh with this when my chamber
was entered by T. H. Waters, my personal enemy, with
the following letter:

-
3
L

LexiNerTox, 14th Aug. 1845,
Cassios M. CraT, Esq.

SIR :—We, the undersigr .-.l have been appoinied as a com-
millee Iilr 1i,l i':l:‘ [l[. el TILAAT er ol 1 ne _'-'-.I‘|-'I I:: e i-E-:-""'f_--_\ ot
il ey e T ih | ‘
the City of Lexington I.'U{_l.:lll";'l':.ll Wil you, under ine [oUlowIing

]'t’.‘--.'l'ill-nf:l.

Resolved, That a Committee of three 1"' appoin "': to waif upon
Cassius M. Clay, Editor of the ©“ True American,” and request
him ta discontinue the publication of !i_-r'.* paper called the * J rue
American,” as its further continuance, in our judgment, is danger-
ous 1o the peace of our community, and to the salety of our homes
and families,

In pursuance |'I"'[1|_F‘ abo ve, wa ]:1r'rsr]1|. 1'"-'1'"!‘-“'! you to diacon-

1T B TN * 1 . g - !
inue your paper, and would seek to impress upon yvou the im-

poriance of your acquiescence Your paper is aritatinge and ex-
citing our cornmunity to an extent of which vou ean searecelvy be
R e v ir i . ] . | ' - ]

AWire. We do not approach yvou 1n ithe [orm ol a threat. Bt

we owe It to you to state, that in our judgment, your own safety,
as well as the repose and peace of the community, are involved

in your answer, We awail yourreply, in the hope that your own

good sense and regard for the reasunable wishes of a community
In which yvou have many connexions and friends, will induece vono

promptly to comply with our request. We are instructed to re-
port your answer to a meeting, lo-morrow evening, at three o'clock,
and will expeet it by two o'clock, P. M. of to-morrow. Respect-
B. W. Duprey,
Tro. H. WaTtErs,
Joux W. Honst

narrale the circomstances ol the meeling

ed D r the only Whig present, I supposed it a
party ;i!l::'-“;:lu-l 50 stated it. B, W. Dudley and (3. W. Hunt had not then
come In, who are Whigs, but are ssid fo have besn present afier [ left
thers

r."*
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I now saw that the union of which H. Johnson had
spoken, had been consnmmated, and that a portion of the
Whig party, sure E"H'Illﬂ‘h were about to give me up as a
sacrifice to the malice of foes made by venturing my life
in their cause.®* Being dete Hmm.‘:' to die in the defence
of my birthright, the freedom of the press and the liberty
of speech, In}:ljf-ur_]mi this short appeal to all true men
and friends of law, and sent it to the press:

[No. I1L}
KENTUCKEIANS [

You see this attempt of these tyrants, worse than the thirty
despots who lorded it over the once free Athens, now lo enslave
you. Men who regard law—men who regard all their liberties
as not to be sacrificed to a single pecuniary interest, to say the
least, of doubtful value—lovers of justice—enemies of blood—
laborers of all elasses—youn for whorm I have sacrificed so much,
where will yon be found when the battle between Liberty and
Slavery is to be fought® [ eannot, I will not, I dare not quest on
on which side you will be found. If you sta nd by me like men,
our country shall yet be free ; buat if you falter now, [ perish with
less regret when I remember that the [h‘rl’h] s of lur native State,
of whom I have been so proud, and whom I have loved so
much, are already
Lexington, Augl

M. Craxy.

1 immediate ly m ade preparat ions for the defence of my
office, warned my chosen friends to be ready—to which
Hw':. manfully assented—wrote my will, and next morn-
ing sent my camp bed to the office, as 1 was unable to sit
up [ had thus made every preparation to meetl these
men of chivalry, who on Monday ventured to hurl Ll: fiance
at a prostrate foe, They had demanded of me to give
them an answer, to discontinue my paper, or fh-_u aftef
three o’clock on that day my “ personal ‘-2'1[."T}'” was lost !
Did they come up to their fhr:'-ul-A€ Not they. They
found I was still able to drag my feeble body to the place
of attack and rally around me many brave hearts.

¥ The part which the Johnsons teok in Wickhiffe's and Brown's 1
1

to assassinale me, & lew years ago, is gene rally beheved to have

lv from 1 itieal motives of getting nd of o 1-ll|!:|!l|..1|1.|,' apponent
Eyslem th ‘:,'l:' iported [rom Scoll vo inty, was 1o bully opponents in the can-
vass or al the polls, and this game they were beginning to play gquoite s

wfivir at Kossell's Cavi

wends of Garrett Davis, till
mnity would

Hal ! " T
cessiully with the [r

taught them that imj nol awail them,
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With five hundred or more “ unanimons” men in the
Court House, on Friday, at three o'clock, they basely

cowered, gave up all hope of a sunceessful attack, put off

the contest for t|n+~:= days, well knowing that before then,
from the report of my r-h*..-w::1n~ I would be dead or un-
able to hes td my friends. They abandon the secret con-
clave and npiu_lnl to the public.  On Saturday, the inflam-
matory piece, * A Kentuckian,” madeits appearance, and
on the same day, they issued a long and lying handbill
siened by the committee, to the “ People of Lexington
and county of Fayette.” Yettheysend this with runners
and private letters to the adjoining counties, calling, in the
printed bills, upon all the enemies of liberty, to rally t« -rhu
“ suppression- of the True American,” Ltit writing on the

backs of the same, “ to Hell with Clay.” Seemng th’ltm‘k’
handbills were relieving the public mind Jn 1’1H connty
and city, and giving way to their fears of being entirely

thwarted in their murderous purposes, they issue > another
handbill, calling for help from the ‘1{1|H]I|JH” ounties,”
from the whole district ‘where Marshall had but just
finished a most bitter canvass, and where it was too well
supposed that there would be many il[“‘-'l."rt'r'lrJUE“-i r-‘.‘:}-hr
for any deed. In liu ir pamphlet they say this last hand-
bill was authorized by the meeting of lm].w which is
false. The resolution as reported by them, confines their
call to * the people of Fayette and city of Lexington!”

Fine |]1=" that the * secret conclave r_a_.a"-r'r,.w"L rdly assassins”
had backed out from their purpose of making my “ per-
sonal safety” “involved in my answer," and had a appeal-
ed to a public “ constitutional” meeting, I told my friends
to disarm the office, and leave it to the untrammeled de-
cision of the citizens.

I then wrote my plan of Emancipation, addressed to the
people, ( No. 4,) from which I make the following extracts :

[ No. TV.]
11} h 1 S A 6d 10 vatorel Tiol B
Althongh I regard slavery as opposed to natural right, I con-
sider law and its muiolable observance, in all cases whatever. as the

only safeguard of my own liberty and the |’r erty of others. 1 there-
fore have not, and will not give my sanction t-J any mode of free-
ingz the slaves, u]; ch does not conform strictly to the Laws and
Constitution of my State. And as | am satisfied that there is no

power, undel the present Constitution, by which slavery can he
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reached, 1 go fora Convention. In a Convention, which is po-
litically ummputm,t [w Dh“'-"ﬂ' that every female t-..,w born
after a certain day and year, s hould be free at the age of twenty-
one. Thia, in the course of time, would gradn Ll.ll'.:| and at i;s,;-".r_,
make our State truly free. 1 wonld further say, that. after the ex-
piration of thirty years, more or less, the State would provide a
fund. either from her own resourees, from }ermfm.l |"i the Pub--
lic Land, for the purchase of the existing generation of slaves, in
order that the white laboring portion ef our community might be
88 S00n0 a8 T“"“"'t']“ freed from the ruinous competition of slave
labor. The fund should be applied after this manner ; commis-
sioners should be appointed in each county, who shall on oath
value all elaves that shall be voluntarily presented to them for
that purpose. To the owners of these slaves shall be issued, by
the proper authorities, scrip bearing interegt at the rate of six per
cent. fo the amount of the value of their slaves, and to the re-
demption of said scrip, this fund shall be applied, principal and
interest. By this plan the present habits of our people would not
be suddenly broken in upon, \"hi.lx‘ t, at the same time, we believe

that it wo I.l 'ur-:rrr slay ery to almost utter extinetion 1n our State

witl ~|1 the next '.!:m_r years.

With regard to the free blacks, I wonld not go for forcible ex-
pulsion, but I would encourage by all the pecuniary resonrces
that the State had to spare, a vo luntar y emigration to such coun-
tries and elimates as nature seems pa articu larly to have designed
for them.

With regard to the paolitic al Loli 'Ei.'.' of the blacks wi
whites, I should :'.11_rma..' in 1w vention their admission to the
richt of suffrage. As minors, women, foreigners, .i“ni:a'.enﬁ and
divers other classes of individuals are, in all well rezulated gov-
ernments, forbidden the elective franchise, so 1 see no good rea-
son why the blacks, until they become able to exercise the right
to vole 'w;ﬂ proper discretion, should be admitted to the right of
suffrage. * Sufhicient for the day 1= the evil thereof” The time

th the

might 'cnnm with suecceeding generations when there would be
no objection on the part of the whites, and none on the account
of ..'|'j<441;;1!ilig':;1:.u:|! of the blacks, to their being admitted to the
gsame political platform ; but let after generations act for them-
selves. The idea of amalgamation and social equality rf"m:iin;__f
from emancipation, is proven by experience to be untrue and ab-
surd, It may be said by some, what right would a Convention
have to liberate the unborn?  They who ask eq juity, Lm lawyers
gay, themselves must do equity, and whilst the sl: nn} olders have

| P & e
have richts: and

rights, they must remember the blacks also
surely in the compromise which we have proposed between the
slave and the slaveholder, the slaveholder has the lion’s share

On Sunday I replied to the committee’s handbill of




Saturday, (in No. §,) showing their Ei]*f*lumd'-, and de-

nouncing them, and appealing to the justice of the public .

at whose bar I intended to appear if possible. Late on
Sunday night, finding myself still more than ever pros-
trated, and {Ir“.p"m.ll*r of ‘lu“tilf able to be present at the
meeting on Monday, I dic tated this last handbill, read the
proof-sheets an hour afier midnight, and had it circulated
Monday morning, fearing that if it was put off to be read
in manuscript it would be suppressed or unheard.

(No. VL)
LxxixeToN, August 18th, 1845,

The Chairman of the Public Meeting assembled to-day will please
lay before it the Sfollowing Z COMMUNIE u:rou ?

FELLOW-cITIZENS OF LExXINcTON, AND CovNry o FAoveETTE.
—Being unable from the state of my health, to be present at your
meeting, and even unable to hold a pen, having been sick thirty-
five days 'M'lh the l*.p']rml. fever, 1 dictate to an amanuensis, a
few lines for your consideration. Having been the unwilling
cause, in part, of the present excitement in my county, and feel-
ing, as I do, respect for the safety and happiness of others as
well as my own, 1 volunt: wrily eome forward and do all T con-
80 m:mmhh' an do for your |[L1u-t and satisfaction. 1 treated the
communication from the private cancos with buming contempt,
arisino Jml only from their assuming over me a power '.'-htlh
\‘.U‘.l.-l make me a slave, but from a sense of the Jl'--p personal
indignity with which their unheard-of assum iptions were attempt-

A
organized body and a constitutional 11.“{-!-!1!'!!4'% of citizens — |
feel that it is just and proper that I should answer at your bar;
and as [ am not in a state of health to carry on an argument or
vindicate properly my own rights, I shall, volur ntarily, before any
ac tion 15 taken on your part, m: -Lr- such explanation as I deem
just and p roper.

eld to be carried m-.e_- exaculion. But to you—a far Ji;?i*rvnz.“;

IH'"J' g my sickness, my paper has been conducted by some
iends. The le: n*r-' v |rr cle in the last number, which I am told
15 the great canse of the publie disquietude, I have never read,
because at the time it was put to press, I could not have under-
gone the fatigue of reading such a paper through. Althoogh it
was read over to me at the time. yet lam 'r[]lh, ]u-r-‘[{ aded now,
that had | have been in health it would not have been admiltt mi
into my columns. But I felt the E.--u hesitancy in admitting it,
because it has been my avowed policy heretofore to admit free
discussion upon the ‘:-'I..I]}JL,it of slavery, by slaveholders them-
selves, and the author of this article is largely interested in that
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kinclof property. You haveseen before this ti |1-*1 1at the course
of policy which I commenced, myself, 1o the State, i-- widely
different, in many essential points; to this author's views, The
article written by myself, and pul 1I1-' e¢d in the same paper, was
written a few days after the leader was in 1y , and which has
also been the cause of so mueh dissatisf |'|-| the justice of
which, to some extent I am willing to uI-L:rur.r.x.'r--i:u. [ assure
yoa upon the honor of a man, it was never intended to mean, or
to "11'-;1‘.' the construction which my !‘rif"lii*‘,i ||.“~.'-- given it. [ was
pL:'--.Lrw the reflections of my own mind, without thin

miscol ruclion that could be puta upen my language,

king of the

H-.-'l l heen irl the viror of health, I should have avoided the
objectionable expressions, for by -:'r|;1:--i]1'.' rnarding against the
1
)

cavils of mv opponents. [ wot

d best I‘:” the same time

arainst any which could be consi I- el of an 1meendiary

character { say that the p: aper, lrom e Deginning, Has
been conducted in the m - T eould: have wished. The cause
of this it 18 nol now :H'I'i"'c."',ll'j_.- 11.-[' me to mention.: Satsfied. how-
ever, from past experience, that the free discussion of the sub-
ject of ~-'::L'.-I-!'_‘~'. is liable to many objections which I did not an-

‘iir.*igf-_l;*, and which -'_-~J|:_:'.1.'r'.i I AN éXCess --‘:‘

. 1 ; .
t that [ had been .denied the
other presses of the ea

'|_|||'||H.',f tha

doubt from 1he {a

itry myself, 1 propose in fu! ITe very

terially to restriet the latitude of discussion [ shall admit

my paper no arfiele upon t I8 ~-::-!'_'-‘-"-. for which I am not wilkl
1‘.] i"l" il"‘:.!,i i"'i‘-ll'"'_'l":l.'!"‘_ ]_'|:' .1-"'".1 é:" e A % I.. I

row the sround ; for my plan of emancipation which 1 put forth
a f-”'-'f -:f:l_\‘c ago, 18 of the most gradual character. My other
views put forth there also, are such as T learn are not at all offen-

Bive 1o 1f|- great mass of our people. By this course, I expect to
achieve two ob to enable me to lll‘.'T-r on the advocacy of
those principles ;u_-.:-! measures lnr' [ deem of slul importance
10 our glale, u] nout ln:l-!- watation ‘.1|1-. W LL|!-4|-.1 :w..|1_ ecling the P'-U;‘I.-

to the ;1.:[-:-' wensions and 1'-1-'.I'“.'-+*!:1 which are now unhappily

upon us. Yon may properly ask ' not this
thing done before ! I reply that 1 iresee any soch con-
sequences as have resulted from a different course. The denun-

clalions ol the |1=.:!‘-|.!~' press on both sides, I conceivegd, and am
1l af - 171 . -0 | ] 4 11 1 vl a Rt e 1
gfill of the same opinion, arose {rom the desire to make both parties
political capital. And you will see also, when l!m P‘t-‘]‘r"'!t-'?!!
B

'--. * - . ¥ ¢4 " i » 1 - -y " "-.' 1
15 worn off, thal therehave Degn many sellisi purposes sous

be accomplished, at the expense of your peace and mine, men
who are professing to be actuated by nolhing but patriolic mo-
lives,

Having said thus much vpon the conduet of my paper, I must
8ay also, that my constitutionul rights | never abandon I
feel as deeply interesied in this community, as any other man 1 in
in it. No man is, or has a connection. more dee ply interest E_‘Ll in
)
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the prosperity of this State, than myself. You ought not, yon
cannot, if you are just to me as you are to yourselves, ask me to
do that which you would not do. 1 know not in reality, what
may be the state of ]1::5!-‘,::‘ feeling. I am told it is very much in-
flamed : I, =.-|- refore, directed my publisher, afler me publication
of to-morrow’s paper, to exclude all matter upon the subject of
Slavery, until, if my health is restored, I shall be able myself t
tnke the helm

My office and dwelling are undefended, except by the laws of

& ¥

my couniry — to the sacred inviolability of whi ich I confi |t' m 'l.
self and property: and of these laws you are the sol
You have the power t¢ do as vou }\] wase., You will so act, :_
ever, I truat, that this du-. ghall not be one aceursed to our

- B

Your cbedient servant, C. M. CLAY.

l.'ll

Here. then, was as concili ifory an offer as any honor-
!'I]:l.t‘ man conld a: }.-.. | wrole , ust as [ would t"-."lﬂ ! illI].a': Il
had I been present in a mixed audience, where a few
were attempting to hurry on the many to lluurﬂh'.’_
deeds of irrevocable infamy. Had I Imr=11 Imrum, ly
vere, in the True American, on some ecitizen high in [qu
confidence of the State, I but spoke the real sentiment:
of my heart when Iregretted it. Had I, when worn down
with .11-u* 1se, with no friend of siumilar views to stand 31:.
my bedside and give me counsel upon which I eould
plicitly rely, given utterance, incauntiously, to §.|t:u1‘.-”l_.'_'-
whieli might by any I'“‘.*-'.-}'I'.IH‘ be the r".'l'eI*-!" of disaffec
tion among the slaves, I was willing to be more enarde
in the future. Had I dangerously ;’Ii‘.'t'll. when inecapable
of judging, too muc h liberty to correspondents, who ar
not always the best l{H'l]IHt d to know the effects of 13|r':'
reflections upon a community surrounded by a large slave

P Fi'”l'l'-illl'.. [ was willing for the future to sit in more re
strictive Judgment upon the freedom and latitude of dis-
cussion.  All these concessions were freely, frankly, ant
in good faith, made to save my country’s cause and min¢
Kentuckians ! Americans 'y as nof ‘|;|-+m-llﬂ'h Oh ! ns
1t was not the manner, but the thine—it was not the words
but actions, which they feared. 'They wanted me to saj
iii" I ‘x"n:'i"[ cease the xii.‘i"'I"*-E'-ll:r"rl_il-- '\!IE'-il'!_'[ of slavery
for | did thev see. from a brief experience. that slaver:
11 ! n iree ]‘:-vh'.-»' could not live torether. They wanted
1

me fo abandon the exercise of mv legal rights, Is apy
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man so base as to say I ought to have yiclded ? No, my
¢countrymen, re smembe ring what State had siven me birth,
what I owed my |U1.llh1". what w 18 due my suffering
fellow-men, and my obligations to a just God, I replied
in words which I supposed to be ‘1”.. last to man, * my
Crnstititional H hts I shall never abandon.” But, horrib ]E1
and fatal nee !".\311}'. Hi-’t\'l‘!'}-‘ knows not the lancunce of
remorse, and cannot indulge the undying instincts of
generous magnanimity over a defenceless foe* She had
the decency to listen to my appeal, and I am told that
tears tood in the e yes of many — yet T]u" deed must be
L]-H'.I" and with me |.11]| i"tll\l' vet firm Ll! Bpa * she bent her-
self to the task — and the ‘.-IL.H.": fell! .m:i Kentuckians
ceased to be free !

On the morning of the 18th of August, George R. Trot-
ter, Judge of the city of Lf\nwmn issued a legal process,
enjoining the True American office and all its appurte-
nances, and on demand I yielded up the keys to the city
marshal. At 11 o'clock, on the same day, about twelve
hundred persons assembled in the Court-House yard; a
Chairman and Secretary were appointed, a manifesto
and resolutions were reported by T. F. Marshall, and
Etulu]l[vi!. A commitiee of SIXly were '|1]nrn'llir d to take
down the press and type, and send them to Cinecinnati.
The commitiee proc eeded to the True American office,
where ‘!w mayor of the cily, (who by law has the whole
militia of the city at his command,)James Logue, warned
them that they were doing an illegal act, which he was
bound to resist, but he was r_uurfl{.‘l‘.'.'-'l‘q.'-‘] ]l}‘ superior
force, and yielded up possession and the keys. After
}.n\-u-- up Ti]l' im ss and f'.] e, and all the furniture of the
office, and sending them to Cincinnati, they reported
:1!__":1i.'] to the meeting at the Court-House, at 3 o'clock:
and after a speech from Thomas Metcalfe, llww-nwin-r all
connection with abolitionism on the part of » Whags of
Kentucky, the meeting adjourned.

Thus on the 18th day of August, 18445, were the consti

o Er\ one -'.'" these handbills was 111'|".:'.[l~|! by me to an RMANUEnsLs
whilst my hands and head were continually bathed with cold water, 1o keey
the fever down to a point below delirium. ™ Every relntive believed 1y

murdered on Mondav, and all but my wife and mother advized e

vield vup the liberty of the press; but 1 preferced rather o thie.
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tutional liberties of Kentucky overthrown, and an irre-
sponsible despotism of slaveholding aristocracy estab.

lished on their ruins. T hey who did the deed, ecall it

“ dienified,” and they -||}[u- ed that its dignity would

shield them from the ind licnation and curses of men
Did they ? No, they were not so contemptibly silly as

that. Thi wy found it me: ressary, in order to cover up ~||--

enormity of their erime—(murder, cool and premeditated,

and only not consummated because no resistance was
offered, according to their own admission—butl in reality
because they found hundreds of brave men looking on in
, ready to die in my defence,)—to publish a
manifesto to the world, full of darkly studied and damn.
ing calumny, in -u'dl-r to shuot me off from the H‘*'m“"ttlur-x
of men and abate the horror of their eriminal avowal and
dasiardly revenge
They supposed, no doubt, that T would either fall by
disease or violence: and, as “dead men tell no tales,” it
would be easy to blacken my memory, and cover up their
own infamy. This last finishing touch was needed f
plete the dark portrait of perpetnal slavery—that
nankind, looking upon this iuil_'lll]'v- of slax t'ln-!mnf_: cruel-
ty, wrong, and smooth-faced hypocrisy, might be no longer
t.].t".‘l'!'w'i! {orever!
In this manifesto, and indictment, and wverdict, I am

accusea:

sullen silenc

comp

[. Of being an abolitionistin 1ts Southern sense—my
northern visit is imputed to me as a erime—and I am de-
| retirning home * the organ and agen! of an incen-
l.].i'l‘.!':\' secl.”

2. I'am acensed of desiring to put into practical opera-
tion the sentiments of the leading article of the True
American of the 11th number, where I am spoken of as
the very author of the same—" The Western apostle

transcends if’ possible, his mission.”
3. It 1s impnted to me as a crime that I had ]t"j ared
to defend my property and press against the illegal vio-

1".'.‘."!' l"!h [.||! |"'1' '.I'.l.

i, I am accused of crime in characterizing American
slavery as “ the lowest, the basest, the most unmitigated
the world has seen”—of being a “daring incendiary, hurl-
mg his firebrands of murder and of lust”"—of “responding
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as a haughty and infuriated fanatie, in terms of ontrage,
to a committee of gentlemen, who made a wonderfully
mild request’—and of *“denying the right of the citizens
to consult together on such a subject”—of being a “ mad-
man,” or of “ preparing himself for a civil war, in which
he expected the non-slave-holding laborers, along with
the slaves. to flock to his standard”—in ecalline on the
<% lahorers for whom 1 have sacrificed so much,” of sum-
moning slaves to my help.

5. 1 am accused of “attacking the tenure of slave
property’ —of being “a trespasser” upon slaveholders—
and of pushing the comnmunity to extremity.

These are cruel charges, and most cruelly have they
been avenged. Time was when men were heard, tried
and punished, now being punished, may I yet be heard?

With regard to the first allegation: I am so far an abo-
litionist as certain men named Georre Washineton and

uch “fanatics,” who
gol together in 1776, and enunciated some very “mad

andl I_':‘:-'!_'Ill'].i.'l."_'a.'l doetrines. I followed up ithe same Wash-

Thomnas Jefferson, and some other s

incton, who, some yvears after that memorable event, de-
l‘;'l:""! that so [ar as his vote ""]E]-'l] () towards the :.]1!_,1i_
tion of slavery, it should never be wantine. The same

Washington, at some time subsequent, liberated all his

glaves: ] was “fanatie” enourh to follow his advice and

i =

example, and wounld have others do likewise, thinking i
better to be just than rich. - On the other hand, I am op-
posed to the violation of law in any respect, eitlfer for the
purpose of liberating a slave, or of murdenng by mobs a
loyal citizen. 1 look upon the rebels of the 18th, who
bore death and arms in their hands in order to per

slavery, as infinitely lower in crime and imfamy than the
“incendinry seet,” tf suech there be, who would use similar
means to liberate the slave. God forbid that 1 or my
sountrymen should form an alliance with, or submit to
he di ‘=‘I:--lli"-'ll of eilher. MNeither the I.Ji].'!a'."l_i.' party nor

: -

any such murderous doctrines ; they

4

Meinace

the Garrisonians hol
are monopolized by the “ respectable gentlemen” of the
18th of Angnst. The Garrisonian abolitionists are non-

resistants ; they hold, with O Connell, that no revolution

or change of government is worth a single drop of human
blood. The Laberty party holds the doetrine put forth by
%




their convention, held at Cincinnati on the 11th day of

June, 1845 lhn-".' say of slavery " we believe that its
removal can be eflecte 11 ,'r-\fr” "f,'. comstilutional ’r‘,f, w |1hl!1 1
real injury to any, with the greatest benefit to all'™ So

that if I was an Abolitionist, in its broadest sense, there is
no cause or excuse [or any number of respectable gentle-
men le come upon me and murder me, or tr:n.-;-]:!r* upon
the constitutional liberty of speech and of the press. The
1'1‘|rl1'-'_‘-- call me a ‘llllllgl"_—l wrole to the _I'!i]"l.l]li!.iq"_:-\'\.‘_‘-i. on
the 11th of June,a letier published in the True Ameriean,
where | I.III mysell a Whie—the Abolitionists call me a
Whig—and the Democrats eall me a Whig; I hold the
princ 1] les of the Whigs of '76, “ eternal resis "11 ce 1o ty-
rants''—and all the 1w1u*;_.u!c.~c. apostates and traitors 1n

Kentucky shall not shake me from whatever measure I
choose 1o advocate, or from whatever men 1 choose to
ally mysell.

When my visit to the North is imputed to me as a
crime, and so voted by prominent Whigs of Kentucky, it
1s time that I .-|:=m!-! ease to sufler in reputation for their
sakes and speak plainly to themn and the nation. Time
after time did I receive the most urgent invitations from
Whigs of the North to come and aid the cause:’ yet as
often did I refuse. . T had a great work to perform, and
did not wish to place my opponents on the vantage
ground. For well did I know that whatever honors 1
might receive at the North would be construed by the
enemies Bf emancipation i Kentucky mto an alliance
with abolitionism. 2

When at last, however, serious apprehensions began to
be entertained that Texas wonld .l':'rljil'_‘ into the Union,
with its nnequal representation, slavery, and national dis-
honor, 1 Sr?! it my duty to go, and oive aid to the cause
of my country, in whatever field of battle she called me.
[ went by the advice of one of the et niral committee for
the Whies of |';.rr.‘-l'-'1"\'.a-—i-'-.‘ <1 ecial invitation from about
ﬁl'l}' W 1|I'=' clubs of the North—b 'y the red juest before and
after my departn r‘1*rrl' four hundred and sixteen commitiee
men, representing clubs, counties and

conventions—hv

the irresistible pe rsuasion of fifty patriotic Whig "n'n't'I‘H'It

of Ohmo—and last of all by |']||' tacit
|

approvi |I 0l : 'l e le: n er
of the Whig party, lIL-LH clay. The day before 1 left

i
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Lexington, I called upon Mr. Clay, and told him the pur-
yose of my mission; that it was thought by our friends
that I conld have an influence, from my peculiar position,
with the anti-slavery, anti- Texas voters of the free States,
which no other (1an could, and that T was willing to go lt'
[ could aid the Whig cause. Mr. Clay said nuﬂlmﬂr but
no l led his head with an approving smile : and after some
unimportant conversation he offered me letters of intro-
duction, which I declined as unnecessary, Whether 1
accomplished any good there or not remains for others to
say. It is enough for me to know, if I were vain enough
to massume to myself consideration which belongs to the
vilal interests which were at stake in the eanvass, that
never did any man of my age in America draw together
so large and intensely interesting ﬂH-:!il."Hl."I‘.‘i. The grent-
est intellect of the nation, the greatest orator of any age,
said to me, * They had rather hear you than me” The
most large-souled, nncompromising man 1n the Union was
pleased to compliment me: “ We recard vou as one of
] . )

the pillars of the great temple of ."l1:,-r-1'1.--ﬂn liberty.” 1
mention these things not with the silly vanity of self-
elation, T knew them undeserved and the overflow of
hearts !mlrlt--ﬁ with sympathy for a man who had sutiered
prose ”I ion in the cause of justice and truth—for a man
of proper feeling is less wonnded by censure than unmmer-
ited compliment, and loves more to deserve praise than
to receive it—but because much enmity and denunciation
have been poured upon me here, charging me with being
the cause of Mr. Glay's defeat, by my visit to the _\r-rt!m,

’

and by foreing him into the Gazette letter!
The ?‘:]1:-t.‘<1 letter—ave, the :-'"*|--'t":'f letter ! Well,

then, if the whole truth must be told, the Whigs of New
York are solely responsible for the effect of that letter, if
any it had; they published it wuthout my advice, and in
opposition to my consent. 'The f(‘ill"r on 1is face shows it-
self to be confidential a i*l not intended for the public eye.
I have by me Mr. Speed's letter, apologizing for the action
ol his friends in [llli!h“\'sil[!: it 1in his absence and withoul
his consent, becanse of the eminent service it was thought
it would render the canse. As soon as Mr. Clay's letter
to the Kentucky Gazette was received by me, [ immedi-
ately sat down to a table and wrote to him that I was




20

erieved if T had misnnderstood his sentiments, u]rn'u.'n ns
my opinion was from his whole history and repeated wnt-
ten declarations—that if he was not favorable to emanci-
pation [ regretted it on my own account, on his account,
and on acconnt of our common country.#=1'hat I was de-

voting myself unweariedly and honestly to the success of

that party w lmw trinmph was to result in his elevation,
but if &e conceived me doing any m]'lﬂ' to the cause, that
I would not again open my mouth in the canvass., His
answer was that, stolen from Horace (sre II 1:J|:l |I'1l}!—
lished withont my ever having seen it, by ths lh NOCTACY
of New York. llmm-' my whole visit North, although I
was cordially received by the anti-slavery men of all par-
ties. | addressed but two abelition meetings: and tllr_"il 1t
wias to defend the proposition of H. Clay and the slave-
holders, that * That is property which the law mak

RES
1

Jro| -"EE"-'.“ Eve ry where among Abolitionists I made some
enemies by d 4-11 i]u'[l" this dogma, which now by the dis-
regard of all law, avowed on the 18th, is of no more elfect,
but null and '-;m-‘._ Everyvwhere, :..:.-.n-- Abohtionists es-
pecially, did I make enemies }\. defending Henry Clay.
fow then dare Henry Clay’s son and Kentucky Whigs
sit in solemn conclave and vote me to be “ the organ and
agent of an incendiary sect?”’ and under this pretext to
rob me of my property, and threaten me with murder?
To my brother Wi i!l_‘_rb& II:'H':.I'_':'H'-I_Il the Union I {'1!-}-&-;1}
from this ungrateful and calomnious acensation !
The second charre,—holding me Juimuhlll.(' for being
about to enforce the sentiments of the author of the
leader, in the 11th number of the True American, who 1s
of their own brotherhood, not mine, being a slaveholder,
when they had my own written opinions before them,
utterly different in 1'-1‘1111.' essential ]'f"..~]?l"1'1F,—éH as false as
it is impudent, Denied myself the nse of the press of

I
11

all parties, on my return from the north; eriminally ac

L

cused in my absence, and not allowed to vindicate mv-
self, it would have been strange indeed if T had refused
even a slaveholder a hearing, who uttered his thoughts
boldly and honestly. My paper was intended to embody
the differing H]1it1'|r|s.-' of all Kentuckians, and I said in
the beginning that all the editorials wounld admit of very
variant l.'-E'I!'.I-l.u].*.' without comment from me. 1In the same
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number with this leader, I promised in my very next to
give my * individnal opinions ” upen emancipation. DBut
these they did not want to hear, for well they knew that
they would give the lie to all they had been saying about
my abolitionism, for months and years. Have our mas-
ters grown so fastidions that they cannot hear simple
proj ositions—which are safe and peaceable—stated, with-
ot becoming mad with impotent rage? For none of
these “ respectable gentlemen” have said that the leader
was either wnjust or untrue, or that it was inuuln!:ﬂ.r}'.
How then, even if I had endorsed 1it, could 1t have been
imputed to me as a erime?

In regard to the third allegation: 1t is indeed a strange
state of civil society when the very basis upon which all
associations of men are formed, is imputed to a man as
a crime. If self defence, which i1s so much an axiom
commanding the instinctive approbation of all men and
times as to be known as the * first law of nature,” has to
be defended, I might as well quit the field in despair.
But if it was not a virtue of the highest order, to resist

mobs, which are violators of the peace, and in derogation
of the dignity and safety of the commonwealth, I need
but brine the National and State constitutions to mv de-

fence, which place the right of the citizen “to bear arms
in sell-defence,” beyond the power of legislation, higher
and more sacred than the Constitution itself, 1 was
threatened with mobs by all the eity papers, before I be-
oan to publish the True American; then, and not till
then, did I prepare for defence Against partial mobs,
emeutes, and black Indians, whether one or a thousand,
[ was prepared to defend myself; yes, angainst the “ se-
cret conelave of cowardly assassins” 1 prepared myself,
and dared them to the onset; and as I anticipated in the
beginning, by them I stood unharmed, only becanse I
was defended. Born f{ree and j!uh-]u-r:l!vn!, with my

name associated eternally with the commonwealth, whose
honor and safe ty 1 was bound i*}' the laws of God and
nature to support, I did not come “ secretly ” sneaking as
a traitor with<bated breath, '-I”I,IJII'-.';;” ring treason and murder ;
but glorying in my birthright, I proudly spread my ban-
ner, * God and Liberty,” to the eyes ol men, and vowed

my determination to defend it or die. But in that once
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proud State, for whose best interests 1 was ever willing
to risk my all, I never anticipated a total overthrow of the
civil power; for upon that, and the justice and magna-
nimity of the great mass of my countryinen, 1 rehed for
security, after 1 had swept down, if necessary, thousands
of traitors and murderers who were as ruach their ene-
mies as mine. My oflice, if a fortified, was not a provi-
sioned fort; so these men, not I, are mad, when they
would !'t']l;'l*r-t‘m Ime as warnngo against the whole com-
munmty. But let no man misunderstand me. Still in
that case 1 would yield only to superior brute force; if
every man in the district was against me, I do not admit
the rg/it even of a whole eommunity to do an illegal act,
The case of invasion by a foreign power is not a parallel
case—that 18 only not forbidden by law, but these men
acted not only without the sanction of law, but against it,
and in violation of 1ts most sacred purposes, which are to
,f_';ll:it'nl the weak against the strong and nany. No, my
countrymen, there is no liberty here, if every man in this
State should join to enslave the press, whilst the Consti-
tution stands an eternal barrier to, and in stemn condem-
nation of the crime.

[n the fourth and principal charge, the editorial already
given is urged against me. It is true that I spoke of
slavery,as | felt and knew 1t to be. Whlst I admnit now,
and ever have, the humanity of many masters, and whilst
[ have never denounced slaveholders as a class, stll 1 main-
tain that American slavery, its system, its laws, and its

,possible abuses, make 1t * the lowest, the basest, and the
most nnimitigated the world has seen” The Jews had
their jubilees; the Romans and Greeks admitted the
freedman at once Info the eclass of masters: the Turk
makes his slave his wife and admits her equality in the
household ; the Asiatic, and the African, and the Euro-
pean slave fall not to the level of ours. For here color,
and natural differences of structure and capacity, height-
en the deformities of slavery, and increase its difficulties,
its eruelties, and its dangers. On this question [ spoke
as one man to his equal—and who shall bg my censors?
It can be ofiensive to none but the basely guilty; if false,

let it be proven! If true, let it be remedied But as for
mere clumor—1 contemn it. “ Go, show your slaves how



cholerie you are, and make your bondmen tremble. Must
I budge? Must I observe yon? Must T stand and
crouch under your testy humeors? By the gods, you
shall digest the venom of your spleen though it do split
von.” Impartial men must remember that this was«writ-
ten by a man just able to wield a pen, after a most dan-
gerous and brain oppressing fever. It is the dreamy, ab-
stract speculation of the invalid, purified by suffering, un-
gnarded and unsuspecting, becanse consecious of a high
and elevated motive. It is not an invitation to evil, or a
vicious gloating upon suffering foreseen, but the great
vearning of a heart full of humanity, to save others from
;I:l{u."'l'.:ii!'_l'._': ruin. There are in it, I frankly admit, words
which seem to look to a servile insurrection, and to name
siuech an event is, as the author of “ A Kentuckian " also
ought to know, to invite it. Tlus I simply regret, not on
mv own account, but on acconnt of the cause whieh is
more dear to me than life. My war is npon slavery, not
upon slaveholders—I repeat once more. As no man in
]{L?HIH:'L:}' had more to lose, so no man had more reason
than I to avoid even the suspicion of insurrection. All
human probabilities conspire to sustain me, when I assert
before heaven and earth that such a thought never en-
tered my head. Come then, ye testy cavillers, I say the
proposition is troe, in its letter, and in its spirit, and 1n its
broadest meaning! Yes, this much abused article but
reiterates that virtue is the nﬁ-{*! secure basis #."'-'-.-r' .-‘"“.".r'«f""-'.r!'lr'.\.i'.-
Such has been the doetrine from Longinus, running down
through all writers upon government till the final repeti-
tion of it in Washington's Farewell Address to the Amer-
ican people. The consciences of slaveholders bear tes-
timony to its immortal trath, and neither calumny nor
murder can eradicate it from the convictions of mankind.
Need I maintain an argnment to prove that slavery is
snbversive of virtue, and consequently dangerous 1o re-
publics and death to liberty? Go, listen to your Ham-

# U Sane sum ieam gerti nulla modo posse. " —I MOEROD.
T must faicly tell vou that so far as my principles are concerned, that | have
no idea of liberty unconnected with virtne. Nor do 1 believe that any
good -.-':q:;!||'|||;'.-: af government cai find it necessary for their security ;1
doom any part of the peo le to a permanent sluvery."—Burge, See Mon-
tesqu eun's d [':-i-r'.'| des Sals Vattell's Laws of Nations; I"-II-*.‘-':'_, ele

e :
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monds, and let pulpit hypocrites stultify themselves and
you, in discussing and refuting the lanouage, reason, and
the irrepressible axioms of the heart. Shall I contend
that slavery is at war with the virtue and justice of this
nation? Behold our broken constitutions:; our violated
laws; our tarnished faith; our wounded honor; our rapa-
clous wWars:; our lnilmdmmu conquesls; our insulted am-
bassadors; our imprisoned citizens; our robbed presses;
our murdered people; and tell me if I be a *f{anatic”
when I say that slavery threatens all law, and our whole
system of republicanism, the ruin of property and the
loss of life. Whether then slavery stood by the avarice
and selfishness of the farmer of Kentucky, the planter
of Lounisiana, the manufacturer of ILowell, the cotton
merchant of New York, the pork dealer of Cineinnati, or
the speculators upon slave labor all over [iw Union—1I
wished to appeal to the strongest motives of the human
heart, the love of mone y and the a« loration of women, to
arouse them to its inevitable and disastrous consequences.
Will any one of these men tell me the guards which
they Tnupnw to thrust |JL tween the * silver on the board,”
and the d aughters of wealth with hands unhardened 11\'
toil ; yes—the "-ﬂnuutll skinned woman on the ottoman,’

and the plundered poor,—the lawless, whose existence is
pm ::Llir[mwfi 1:1. the very nec vﬂm. of government at all?
Come now, fastidions statesman ! you who have had time
to reflect, }uhrum_- tell me that I may in the future avoid
your wrath, and my country escape this “rf—-:it wue'
Shall it be by law? That you have sacrificed to slavery !

Shall it be by a long instilled and sacred reverence for
the Constitution? That you have trampled under foot!
Shall it be by an appeal to a common interest between the
rich and the poor, the only basis of republicanism? You
have separated the great mass of the American people from
you by slavery, by studied contempt and the impassable
barriers of ignorance and poverty! You will appeal to a
strong government and a king—will you? Look back
lhruu'fh history, and learn that no republic has passed
into a monarchy, without long years of blood and anarchy,
in which perish property, men, women and children, and
when are not :ﬁj:‘-lﬂ:d the ::I‘t1|t[;" of dead men. or the
temples of the living God! The last clause in the arti-
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cle, which has been basely tortured into the present now,
every sensible man will see is dependent upon the con-
tinge ney, when, virtue 1s lost. It m: 1V be now, to morrow,
next year, the next hundred years, and if xm 1€ 18 never
rooted I'HL of the minds of the people, never

Has it come to this, that I am to be drawn up and pub-
licly censured, for speaking in plain and m: mlﬂ. language
to men, who order me to relinquish my birt hright, -.'|1L'1,
“ Go, tyrants! 1 am not vet a slave.” Are you men?
Kentuckians! is not this shameful? Alas' have we so
soon “lost the breed of noble bloods ?”

It is not true that I “denied the rig '11 of the citizens
to consnlt tm_r_m‘ 1er on such a subject.

On the contr ary, I did acknowl ':_Li"{." their nght, }H.’ my
repeated ap i-”.t s to them: not {_IIll:i. to consult,—but to
advise—to warn,—but then their office was at an end.
They could, no more than a single person, go fi arther than
the laws allowed. Had they confined themselves to this,
much good would have resulted. There is a moral power
In the proceedings and counsel of the assembled people
in the public discharge of duty, when within the bounds
of law and justice, which no sensible man will disregard
so long as 'i-z':'!!u':ﬁ.nle- be not violated, But when they
transcend their power they sink into the dust, impotent
and contemptible as the meanest faction, and all men will
stand by me when I defy them, as I do now. Whether
they will best 'anunﬂplnh their purpose by the course
purst ]J'u time will develope—and may God defend the

]‘!__'JH :

For whom “ have I sacrificed so much? For the siz
hundred thousand f; ee white laborers r-"- Kendue J'1'-',.' d ap 11nst
whose every v I.| 1l interest slavery wages an eternal and
implacable war For them I lost caste with the slave-
holding aristocracy of the land! For them I liberated
my slaves! For them have I sacrificed all chance of po-
litical elevation in my native State! For them have I
lived—and for them have I stood ready to.die! They
who have never eaten of my bread, and stabbed me
in the dark:

]

ne

they, who have stood by me again and
again, without hope of reward; they, whose children,
gazing in my face with lovely eyes and reproachful con-
seemed to say, “what are youn as a legislator
3
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doing for us ?—shall we not be enahled to be fed and
clothed as the. children of slaveholders 7—shall we not
have schoolhouses and churches, and be taunght to know
how to work te advantage '—shall we not be so placed,
as to be able to possess a small piece of land, or at all
events, if we are manufacturers to sell our wares, or if
we are mechanics, to find continual employment at fair
wages '—shall we not change our log cabins danbed with
maid, and chilled by the winds of winter, into comfortable
little cottaces, with some evidences of taste in yards, of
flowers and shrubs ’—save us, we pray you, from neces-
sary idleness, and diskonerable work—spare yonrselves the
expense of jails and penitentiaries, and rescue us from
the chances of a felon’s fate!"—yes, these are the men,
the great majority of the people of Kentucky, whose in-
terests in 15841 I swore I never would 3.u-'.|':|3—ﬁ1r ".E']'l{'l][!
I then fell, and now suffer. How long, my countrymen,
seeing you have the power of the ballot ii-lt.\, shall these
things be? Will you not at least be relieved [rom pre-
judice, which poisons you with hatred and injustice to
the blacks? Enslaved by passions which our masters
cunningly infuse into us from our very cradle—will you
never open your eves and be free? Will you not at least
awake arise, and be men? Then shall I be delivered
from this HI"]'I"‘J“'. this impending ruin, this insufferable
exile, this living death !

:\.,,, upon the slaves did I eall,. How could 1?7 Isany
man in Kentucky so base as to charge that I have held
gsecret conference with the slaves? No, not one! How
then could 1 call upon the slaves, who could not read,
one in a hundred? With all my relations and kindred,
slaveholders, many of them ministering in turn at my
sick couch El}.‘ t|'H.' and b 'y 113"1'1L' ‘1” to be involved i1n one
COMMOon rmin ; warnng H]I!-‘ umln‘k 1irainst 4 whole Sts R1Le s
and I prostrate, and unable to raise mj,' head, to call upon
the slaves to rally to the standard of eivil war! 1 refrain
snch gross

i E”‘I'l'

from expressing the great indignation which
and monstrous ealun nny, eannot but generate in the
est bosom. Go, search my secret and ]umllr life from the
eradle up, and te [l the world by what steps 1 have grad-
ually prepared myself for this last round of unmixed de-
pravity ! W I1=-|1 hme I stript the poor; when played the
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sycophant to the powerful ; where have 1 lied; what

party betrayed ; what friend deserted ; when have 1 stolen
or robbed : when did I connterfeit: whom have 1 secretly
zt]]t“: d ; in what pe nitentiaries have I served an appren-
ticeship to crime ; whom have 1 secretly poisoned ; whom
have | openly murdered! 'Then, belore this charge n
the face of Kentucky, and the world, | stand mute! Poor
and friendless; broken in spirit and in hope; outlawed
and exiled though I be, there is something yet remamning,
of what a man, a proud, just, honest man, should be, Hud
I shall not stoop 1.; p lead not ':‘1H||1. not here, nor now

In the fifth and last count of this indictment, I am ae-
cused of “ attacking the tenure of the I'H- Ty t-‘!' slave-
holders”"—of'being a “ tre “:'”‘w ro rt the —.HJ'.] of ** push-
ing the community to remity. ,-\U\'.-' I deny that I

}r-uw- ever attacked t]ue lz,-gnl tenure of slave property;
the justice of a law 1s one thmg, its validity another, I
call for proof. My writings for five years are before them
i irld. 1 challenge them to the i'-]'-.mf'. rHEI:'}' can
never produce it. How then can 1bea * trespasser upon
them " 1 have ever vindicated their legal right to their

r ] - o } al] Sy WA
}'."r.'_-'.l|'.r'."'-.‘ o l]!l"‘, ]I:"‘.!' :'i".-l.i-' '.! me Ol wiane. ijll'\. nave

teken more property from me than the average value of
the slaves held by masters in Kentucky. If then their

accl

1sation were true and not false, perpetual silence should
have sealed their Ej]]:&". the f'l.,’l..ltlt't', if I be one, has been

1 3 I
L!HH!-:'-.' robbed!

[ did not push the community to e "!!fI]HH For in ad-
dition to my other conressions [ was ling to suspend
the paper till my health was |'---~!e1;':-|‘:. _\'-u, by all that is

sacred among m en, it was not 1"u' n'ni:;'ulu'l.uﬁ".'. but slavery,
which I was pushing to extremity Those slaveholders
who favored emanc ipation, care i‘ not what I said of sla-
VEry, as my Hl_llm-.'|'j1.~f|~'n.=1 !i*-al proves ; '||J!'!'.“-l;' ‘l.".'h-'r dicl not

and never did intend to favor it, I was not fool enough to
1

attempt to persuadi [f slavery never falls till 1t falls by
the consent of slaveholders, it will never f{all “ in the tide

of times.” How manv of all the monarchs of the world
|

will any man of sense undertake to persuade to lay down
the sceptre! Govemnor ”'I!!illnlll-u 11 “'I--.'!!!.III:': of “ mo-
ral suasion” addressed to slaveholders, tells but simple

truth, when }u writing to the venerable Thomas |'.'|r3»;~




son he says, “ you know it is mere nonsense.” John Green,
of Kentucky, one of the mildest, the best and most im-
partial men that ever lived, said in the Luminary, 1n 1836 :
“ It 1s bot natural that a stranger 1n passing through our
State, should take up such impressions, from the liberal
tone in which our politicians and other intelligent men
speak on the subject, so long as they are permitted to deal
in generals, and to qualify their remarks by the important
word 17, But if you call npon them to propose some plan
and to commence action, they will almost .
back. Ithink I know something of our public men, and I
tell yon they are for doing noruing.” Let me be no more
then *“damned with faint praise” that my motives are
good, but that I am “rash and denunciatory.” No, my
countrymen, it 1s not words, but action, for which I am now
III‘LIE:I.\H:I_H'!.

‘[1|f1‘ .'-l.'l‘.'f"IH'J.E-.E:"'.'.'S 01 l]ll" ”‘];.-g' -‘“1.1.]1“".*-' ]:‘l.'.'t‘ l}!'fl[ﬂ [].Lf“.

ninersaliy draw

slale and shallow plea of tncendiarism, and say that sla-
very shall not be discussed. This is the only and true is-
sue. This manifesto means it—though it was ashamed
to say it. Else why speak of its constitutional guaran-
tees? Now the United States Constitution leaves it fairly
within the power of change. The Kentucky Constitu-
tion, article 7, section 1, thus reads: “ The General As-
sembly shall have no power 1o pass laws for the emanci-
pation of slaves, without the consent of their owners, or
without paying their owners previous to such emancipa-
tion a full equivalent in money for the slaves so emanci-
pated.” It is true, we of the emancipation party have
never pressed this power, becanse we deemed 1t 1imprac-
ticable in execution. Yet, here is a clause putting the
whaole question fairly within the field of discussion, because
in the field of action—which relieves us of the necessity
of elaiming in our defence the constitutional rights and

.~C| ecific snaranlees of the hiberly ||I-Hj-l'='-'|!| and the |IrEess,

| sav, then, that this last, and all these allegations
against me, are false and calumnious, and for my own jus-
tification I * appeal to Kentucky and to the world.”

Having said this much upon this subject in connection
with my own name, in order to develop its injustice and

studied cruelty and determined wrong—I shall now con-

of the State and the INation.

. 1 | |
sider 1t 1n its far more illj.}l-!J:'::Ll:L beanng on the liberues
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Section 2, article 6, Kentucky Constitution, has this de-
finition of treason ; * Treason ‘.'I-:rwin.-;‘! the commonwealth
shall consist :ll']'i. in lev ‘..J|]"r war against, I."i!] adhering to
its enemies, giving them aid and comfort” Now here was
a great party of men who rose up and declared themselves
armed—*we are armed and I'n.‘«fl]k‘f':f'—t]:-."l.' go to the
civil anthorities, the Mayor and Marshal of the city of
Lexington, officers of the commonwealth, who warn them
that an illeral act i1s qi...-:; to be perpetrate d—and with
arms and an ove I|:11|1'.l ring force eject them and take pro-
]'-l']'!_'n' ".‘L'l'ln h WS ‘_-.'-1 -!! :E .-[r {0 .'].ua' passe r~r-1.-.'5'| -.ri |.+' |:1‘.'l'.
Not only do they fail to make restitution, but they avow
their determination to continue their illegal action, and 1f
necessary, to shed blood—to commit murder upon peace-
able citizens. \uu if this is not “ levying waragainst the
L'-n|1|1='-|nm‘w:ntn then i1s human 1.11::’1!.1-_-“ mr._-;E} nce apa-
ble of conveying any thing intelligible ! It wnas a revofu-

tion, bloodless only because no physical resistance was
made. as they themselves avow.,. What is the common-
wealth? its officers? Arainst them they levied war—

What 1s the commonwealth ? its constitution ? That they
avowedly set aside as be INg 1ncol Ipefent 1o meel |!|f.'
case. What isthe commonwealth ? |1- laws ! ';"nn'_‘.' pro-
claimed that there was no legal power for their action —
They put it down in writing that there was usurped an
original or revolutionary power. The assembly was call-
ed in open day; its president was a magistrate, a sworn
conservator of the peace at other times—its aclion was
deliberate and * dignified ;"' its numbers were large ;
and its force irresistible : its end the suppression of the
press and the 1"'Ili?i|I.T|t.f_=l..‘['! of the State: and la: tly, 1t sol-
emnly "|1='H'=1 d to the world in justificalion of its pro-
ceedinges [f this be not a 1'1-i'u|]~|.1=.rt:, then never ];'1‘4 one
taken place in the history of men. No matter what may
have been the provocation on my part; even 1|.--'I-‘_-'51 F
had been proven an insurrectionist: even thouch 1 had
]!l’.'r.']l l."‘.I1I;'-_’.|l| ;?.I]\;fl" the 1oreh to dwell nes of lefence

less women and children : even thoueh 1 had been taken
with hands rr-d with the blood of mv fellow-ecitizens—
still the character of this action is nnchanged in the [cast

respect. 'l:w press had passed [rom my possessivl —




It was stopped by legal process ; whatever danger it thrent-
ened, 1f any, was past; it had become inert matter, in-
capable of moral or Jezral wrong ; and even if it had not,
the commonwedlth only was responsib

e for its influence,
whether good or bad, npon the .~;:11'|-11.,‘ ol the communily,
which these men affected to believe endangered, but of
which, in reality, they themselves were the only enemies.

On the 18th day of August then were the constitutional
liberties of Kentucky forcibly overthrown, and an irres-
ponsible oligarchy of slaveholders established on their
rins.

They may allow Governor Owsley to retain his seat at
the head of the exeeutive department—they may permit
the legislature to pass such laws as suit them—they may
in a word suffer the forms and machinery of a free
Tovernment 10 go on—but be assured, men “{-. ji**]llllu'}i}'.
t 1 are s "'."'I.:lir'le':\"s slaves

Be assured that you live under an anarchial despotism
The same men who robbed me of my press, satasa
jury and justified the deed, and declared there was
no offence against the laws ! What care they who plot
murder, for violated oaths ? The respectable slave-hold-
ing mob of the 18th, sat in judgment upon the “ ungentle-
manly” mob of the 19th, by arms and force, claiming for
theinselves alone supreme irresponsible power. The “ ca-
naille” of the 19th were drawn up before the courts and
punished —the respectable gentlemen of the 18th, beyond
all human computation more gnilty, went unwhipt of jus-
tice ; surely the king can do no wrong! Whilst 1 speak
there are now ordered some hundreds of armed men, by
the Governor, into Clay county, to preserve what little
remnant of civil authority and the old form of government,
may vel remain What will this come to? Where does
it all lead? It requires no prophetic eye to see blood L'-.J‘i.\'-

VERL the
\
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knee deep ere this damnable usurpation come Lo
still grave of unresisted and E|t-l|4-fr~.w:~ Lil'-.!-uli:-:u. Ihd
i:'l"_\.' say lo Stevenson ol Georgetown, print no more upon
the subiect of slas ery { Has the Louisville Journal been
silenced? In Lincoln, and Jefferson, and Nelson, will a
peaceable citizen be drawn from his bed at midnight and
Il-- hung to a limb, or shot down like a dog the ..r" it

he venture to read one-half of the newsj apPers of Amerl



ca’

Are not these men mad? Are they not spinning
tor themselves a web, which, hke the shirt of Nessus, will,
instead of protecting, involve them in utter rnin and de-
spair! Who in South Carolina dare now discuss slavery?
Can Calhoun—can Hammond plead, if he would, for
emancipation? Have they not raised a Devil which the
combined intellect of the State cannot lay, though de ath
look them in the face, and the grave open beneath their
feet? “ Madmen and fanatics,” would you place Ken-
tucky in the same category? Will yon not allow us {o be
saved now while it is to-day—and whilst the evil years
come not? :

By what tenure do youn hold your slaves? Is it by nat-
ural right, or by the constitution? If the constitution be
overthrown, 1s not the slave fre 1*? Will the other States
return him into bondage? Will they interfere to put
down domestic violence, when by you all legal secunty
is first destroyed? When you avow yourselves murder-
ers in purpose, will the North be thus cured of dangerous
fanaticism ? Will not blood answer to blood, and the
earth ery out nuneces: n»m-l!r for vengeance ? Is not ’.En' 'ri‘n-
erty of the press the cornmon concern of the whole Amer-

can ]-1,_1-]!-! ! Can you plant your iron heel upon 1.!1-- i.-rll
1|1il'.i=-!|-1 of Northern Freeme 1t'.J Are Bunker-Hill and
I m:in'fr-m wdeal names: and do 1 dream when I find my-
self planted upon a 'm-l w]m h was named in solemn
dedication and remembrance of that land which was wet
by the blood of those who knew not how to be slaves,
;ll.iit live? Can any J'-u‘niul:i_' be ':11'!_"[_.' who Ti."]l‘u!]‘-f‘l!'”‘_l.' }H"il
to L|!i',Lf‘-lj force a single richt? Do I not owe alleciance
to the National Government—may she not call on me at
any hour to lay down my life in her defence? Then does
she not in turn owe me protection? Can the sheep be
safe when all 1h=* watch-docs are slain? Can the nation
be free when all the presses are muzzled? Have not the
oreans of Lwo a 1|t1111|_~ rations made relentless war npon me
a private individual? What is there in my person soterrble
to the slave power? Is any thing more ternble to tyrants
than the ]:hf_;rfj.' of the press? Will not emissanes from a
slave-holdine President do 11 the free States to-morrow
what is done with impunity here to-day! Do not the
eries of the bloodhounds of national patronage, crying for

i
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my blood as freely as the despots of the South, strike
terror into the souls of Northern men?

Can it be that the liberty of the press is so small a
thing? Knpnow voun not, Americans, that when the liberty
of speech and of the press 1s lost, all is lost? Heavens

and earth! must I argue this question with the descend-
ants of Washington and Adams? Well, then, Euripides
said: “ This 1s true liberty, where free-born men having
to advise the publie, may spe ak free’ Said Chatham :

“Sorry am I to hear liberty of speech in this house im]”’"
ted as a crime; it is a liberty I mean to exercise, no gen-
tleman ought to be afraid to exercise 1t." John Milton :
“And although all the winds of doetrine were let loose 1o
play upon the earth, so truth be in the field, we do in-
juriously, by licensing and prohibiting to misdoubt her
strength. Let her and falsehood grapple. Who ever
knew truth put to the worse in a free and open encoun-
ter?” Daniel Webster, speaking of the freedom of opin-
ion: *“It may be silenced by military power, but cannot

be conguert d [t 18 elastic, irrepressible and mrvulnerable

|
to the weapons of ordinary warfare. It 1s that impassable,
unextingnishable enemy of mere violence and arbitrary

rile, which, ike Milton's angels,

1'.-..’.|! ;:! By

Y pa rt,

Cannot, bat by annihilating, die

Until this be propitiated or satisfied, it is in vain for
power to talk either of ':|'i|;|]||-|1 or TEepose. Erskine -
“ The proposition I mean to maintain, as the basis of the
liberty of the press, and without which it is an emply
sound, 1s this, that every man not intending to mislead,
but seeking to enlighten others with what his own reason
and conscience, however erroneously, have dictated to
him as truth, may address himself to the universal reason
ol a whole nation, either upon the subject of governments
In general, or upon that of our own particular country;
that he may analyze the principles of the Constitution—

potnt oul s ervors and defects—exanmine and .r-.m’:.’a".\';"s 1S cor-

ruplions—warn his fellow-citizens against their ruinous

consequences, and exert his whole faenlties

out the most advantageous changes in establishments

n poinling




which he considers radically defective, or sliding from
their objeet by abuse.”

John Milton, again: * For this is not the liberty which
we can hope, that no grievance should ever rise in the
Commonwealth ; that let no man in this world expect;
but when complaints are freely heard, deeply considered
and speedily reformed, then is the utmost bound of eivil
liberty attained that wise men look for.”

Plutarch nobly says: * Without liberty there is nothing
good, nothing worthy the desires of men”

Rotteck: *“ Curse on his memory! The press is to
words what the tongue is to thoughts. Who will con-
strain the tongue fo ask permission-for the word it shall
speak or forbid the soul to general thoughts? What
should be free and sacred if not the press "

Benjamin Franklin: “Freedom of speech ts the principal
pillar of a free government : when this support is taken away,
the Constitution of free governinent is dissolved, and tyraminiy
1§ erected on its ruins,”

Erskine : “ It is because the liberty of the press re-
solves itself into this great issue, that it has been in every
country the last liberty which subjects have been able to
wrest from the hands of power. Other liberties are held
under government, but the lhiberty of opinion keeps gov-
ernments themselves in due subjection to their duties, s
has produced the martyrdom of truth in every age, and the
world has only Leen purged from ignorance with the innocent
bload of those who have enlightened it."

James MeclIntosh: “One asylum of free diseussion is
still inviolate, There 1s still one spot in Europe where
man ecan exercise his reason on the most important con-
cerns of sociely, where he can boldly publish his thonghts
on the acts of the proudest and most powerful tyrants.”

The press of England is still free. Itis gnarded by
the free constitution of our forefathers. It 1s guarded
by the heart and arms of Enghshmen ; and I trust that I
may venture to say, that if it be to fall, it will fall only
under the ruins of the British Empire.”

Curran: *“ What then remains? The liberty of the
press only; that sacred palladium which no influence, no
power, no minmster, no government, which nothing but the

i

depravity or folly of a jury can ever destroy. As the ad-




vocate of society, therefore, of peace, of domestic liberty
:uhi:|n'3nhﬂ:4f'u1UWLF4'[ e two conntries, I cong jure you
[0 gFual i14t'!ﬂu-ﬁ}'tH‘H!: y“raﬁ Hiul;ﬂthIhLiHlHlf hi.lu
state, that grand deteector of Ell}lzrirjyuuiﬂrﬁ . guard it,
because when it sinks, then sinks with it, in one common
grave, the liberty. of the subject, and the security of the

Erowll.
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Such are the opinions of some of the great and good of
other times, which seem to burst from agonized souls
amid fears and blood. -

But our fathers did not leave this basis of all liberty to
Ehn~lu1rrrhzniljpini+ur of men, The United States Con-
i icle 1, of A, says, “ Congress shall make no
law abridging the freedom of speech or of the press.”
The Constitution of Kentu ky, section 7, article 10, says:
v person whe nnder-

[1bLrts G,

sml i ¥ .
Phe vresses shall be free to eve

inkes to examine the T.UTLLWiJlgﬂ af'Z]u:jQr;ﬂhlﬁﬁicf or
iny branch of government ; and no law shall ever be
made to restrain the richt thereof. The free communica
tion of thoughts and opinions 1s one of the invulnerable
LA LLLS I['L;nlh;.nrd EYELY -ﬁfhn 1 hlﬁk'J}rk|y v'r‘ﬂrﬁ}qu{

or print, on.any ‘“Ll"'f'L[;l"HI’ '!*irunw| le for the abuse of

liberty. —— lh- n I call upon William Owsley, Gov-
ernor of Kenti , to protect me 1n the constitutional re-
blishmen --" Uur ;iwﬁfy'tdliin press. Thisis a case
Ly LAl Ldt =11C ! :.:' HOE |E i"' Ill 15 |."'- '-l-\.ll.l I 1_.:'."_'!‘-:}! .il1'|.;‘

n KRentacl | demand of him, in the name of the k;n1n
it the 4th l » ol the.Constitution, to call 1|[H m Jamds
. Polk, President of the United Stat tr-'. to assist wil h all

 power ol the Nutional arm, 1n vindicating the violated
laws and a broken eonstitution. l"m'- liberty of the press
15 TNY INIErInce: It 1s mine, by J.r common law of .|!.:‘

land. Congri has no power to take i1t away, but to
' s American j--'---:-li- 1o, vindi-

] .I s ] ¥ + ] .I ir ™~
cale thewr birthrieht and mine. To the National govern-

turn I elaim of it protec-

on; I demand of the Congress of the United States to
pass suitable laws, by which the rebels of the 15th, if i}!t'}-'
npt to redeem their pledge and renew their viole
muy be brought to summary punishment, so that I be pro-

tected in the liberty of speech and of the press. Yes,

not slaves, this thing will have to




be done. It is vour cause and not.mine. Justice de-

mands 1t—the constitntion demands 1l—your own i(safety

demands it—virtue and humanity demand it,—then in the
name of God and Liberty Er_-l it be done.

In the mean time, I stand here on imy native land, for
which my kindred®have bled in every field
achievement, one amidst a thousgnd, nndis:

1 1.1
NONoranla

vedgby the
dancers and de eath, which like the piagiie with mysteri-

ous and impassabledterrors by day and night, hang over
me and mine, trusting thal my positionemayeardusesinsthe

l
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bosoms of Americans an honorable shame and*a_mdgnan
imons remorse; that they may rise up in the oMnipaten

of the ballot cast by fifteen millions of freemen, and ]'r.-:q.----
ablyv overthrow the slave despotisin of this nation; and

avoid the damnine infamvy which awaits them for all time
i the judement of the'e i'.";'l.,h'f world, if theyaleave me
I“_ll:'l'i' (] I.]]l": I'- t“] . 3

d'o the liberty Ht‘ my r|’n111tﬂ‘\‘-lﬁ,.. and of mankind, then, I
I:\' L more |_.!1_l:'=|"l

I.- 1
dedicate myself and those w AL M [ hol

and for the purity of my motive g, and the patrotism of
my life, the past and the future, 1 *appeal to Kentucky

‘1.1'!;I] IO 1[ e w |I|'I L

’ o C (3 ¥ i { £
Lexineton, Kvy., Sept. 25, 1845
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