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Portland, Ore., June 12,1906¢

My dear Migs Clay:

T was so surprised when 1 learned you were gone for I
wanted to have a chance to talk with you a little bit, but I did
not feel at all well either in body or mind any more than fhe rest
of us, and so the time went by.

T wanted to thank yauw for all the splendid work you did
here; for your loyalty and deveotion te the cause, which kept you
from home for almost a vear and yet which resulted in such a sor=
rowful defeat. 1If we felt personally to blame for it of course we
would be much unhappler than we are; but I think under the circum-
stances we did the hest we could and so ought not to blame ourselves.
And vet T cannot help feeling that T would like to have had some
things a 1ittle different, g0 tha t even if the rem 1t had been the
game there would be no cauge for complaint. However, what is done
is done and we have all learned a great deal by the experience.

I hope that I may be with you in your State Convention this
fall and as soen as possible after I get home we may have a Business
Committee meeting and get things sfraightened out, I want to say,
that everywhere you went everyhody was pleased with your work and
felt that you did good. A letter this morning from Douglas County

says that the good result there was due largely to the splendid work
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done earlier in the season in that county. 8o some feel grateful

even if others do not.
T #rust that some day before long we may be in a victory togeth=

er and that this may not be our last campaign. With sincere thanks,

an

Faithf '(Zj.ly 3
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Philadelphia, September 18, 1906.

iss Glay:
T did not strike out all reference to the Temperance Discussion
in my letter %o lra. Coe, becanse the majority of the Committee voted it wa

it wass I did medify it a 1ittle, however, but think some reference should have

been made to it, because it is the principal reason for the refusal of people to sign

the petitions since !iss Pease states over and over again that they were sigmed very
readily up to that time.

T feel as deep a regret as you do at having to give up the work in Oregon for £
realize it will take years of hard work %o get it back where it was when we Jeft it.
I really do not see that there is anything to be donas It is simply throwing away
our money to attempt it under present conditions.

We conld not wait becauss Miss Pease had %o have our reply before her school
opened last Monday.

I am glad the hot weather is over for yoﬁr gake and that we shall meet as I trust,

in Warren.

Faithfully yours,

ol s
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Dear Member of the Business Committees

Enclosed is a copy of letier which we received this A. Me from Mrs.

Coes  You will see how little appreciation she has of the work ¢ the situation in

regard to the position.  'the Oregon Association has placed the work in that State.
She geems to throw all feeling of responsibility upon the National and does not suge
gest the possibility of the Oregon Association undettaking the work with any vigor.

It is very easy to understand how hopeless the task is when there is such a feel=

L :

ing of responsibility on the part of the Oregon women. Mrs. Porter, the lady to whom
she refers as willing %o take the Presidency with the consent of Nrs. Duniway, is a
very nice little woman but one not at all familiar with our work and in no sense able
40 cope ~with Mrs. Duniway. 8td41ll Tofeel that she will grasp the gituation as well

as the present encumberent and perhaps a little better. She did a great deal %o help
n the folding and mailing of the leaflets during the last meeting of the campaign.

In regard to the pli [ 5 usiness: coumittees, all of the mermbers were vnani-

5

moug in voting dn favor of pase as far as the National is concerned and

s

advising the Oregon women fo continue the worke. Miss Clay and Miss Blackwedl offerred
suggestions in the letier to Mrs. Coe and I had made®U8 but sent the letter befors I
received Mrs. Coe'shis A. M.  The letter ought to go to Mrs. Coe as I had sent the
telegram to Miss Peass and every day's delay was a great hinderance.

I think it was absolutely necessary . to refer %o the newspaper contention, bscause
that was really the cause of the refusal of the people to sign according to Miss Pease.

Up to that time, they signed but since that time, it was impossible to gel many signa=

tures and that men were signing fictitious names, so it scemed as if there was a coi=
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certed action in regard to it. = We all deplore the neesssity of giving up the petition

work in Oregon. - Personally, I think it is one of the greatest blows we have had.

The position the Oregon Society has placed us in since the campaign, is in my mind, wor:s

g

than the defeat itself and I do not think we should pass over it without making any
reference %o 1% in our lether %o that body. We have all done the best we could %o
help them and they simply would not be helped. = Neither would they do anything dhem=
gelves.

If that had been the only letter which had beon sent out and I had not writton
several others %o lirs. Coe and several others of the Oregon » begging them %o
cease their contention and to stop all present attacks, yet they kept on just the same
and paid no attention %o the appeals not only of myself and Mrs: Upton but several who

on the ground and are doing their very best. I think to pass it over and not pay
any attention %o it, would be poor policy. ' The letter has gone and I did refer to it
and shall be very sorry if any member of the committee thinks it was not a wise thiag
to.doe.

There is one thing I am trying to find out and that is whethsr or not ‘he names

v
o

that besn been collected on the petition will be good. after the new secretary of State

comes into office.  If they will, they can beheld and utilized if the petition work

g teken up next years

Mrse Blackwell sugpests and if T believe it could he done, would heartily apree
with her, that the petition work might be pushed by the National and then lot us stop
our work. - Under present cireumstances, I do not believe any amount of pauhing could
sscure those names before the first of Januzary. Conditions are =so strained and this
A« M. another Orogonian of Sunday, September 8th has been received inm whioh Mra. Dona=
way has resurrected an old lecturs and has read she says, at the rsquest of some woman
from Wood River and its bitterness is something wnthinkable, I think the only dimd=-
Tied thing for the Association to do, is. 4o keep quiet until this contention ceases or

until the good Lord in his mercy, relieves us of the cause of it.







We had our first meeting Saturday afternoon, to begin work anew. It was

meeting. Miss Pease has done good work and I feel that you couldn't have
better or more competent worker in the field than Miss Pease. They have had to thro

gut so many names that at present they have only 900 and something verified, with

%

about 1000 more names to go.overs . So you see there is a great lot of work to dos

From past experience, we know correct names are hard to get. It takes time.  If you

feel you can afford Miss Pease at $65 per month and will promise her work through the

-
school year, she will ‘give up her school, otherwise she must teach. I don't think

you: could do better than keep Mis ag it must be someone who can be depended

Ars
Mi

upon o give their entire time to the works If you wish to keep Miss Pease at $65 for

the year or ten months, wire me ‘at once and T will let ‘her know. Her school beging a

week from to-day, Sepbember 17ths

&

- v AR

1 hard for a new Presidents. = Thought of Mrs. Waldo

Dye of Oregon C3 M Waldo has given her time to the CGrange and Mrs. Dye says
she cannot and that it should be a Portland woman. - Also tried to get Dr.. Pohl but
she has her hands full,

1

irs. Potter, you remember her at headquarters and at the Heilig

Saturday I saw
Theatre, her husband is a very tall 'slim man with black hair, they are people of good
standing anf she hae promised to be President if electeds ' This is agreeable to Mrs.
Duniway also. We all expect to work just the same, although not holding office.

Our treasury is very lows = We paid out $56 plus for postage this summer and have

s £a & g Pkt ‘ o 3
paid Miss Pease §$62. This take all we have and we still owe Miss Pease $100. Now,

r

I understand you are to help pay Miss Pease for her work this summers < 1f you will
send her direct or to me, a check for $100 we would be even.  If you cannot; we will
do the best we can to get it a 1ittle at a time. Wish you would write me about what
you expect to do'in this matter.

We feel we ‘should get the names all in by the first of January, befora the legise

g P s 3 i d .
sature meets, This isg important but without the entire time and help of Miss Pease,




we cannot.do it. These matters should be acted upon at once. I wrote you a month
or two ago, hope the letter reached you.

Trust this will find you well and rested after your summer ahroad.

- I kY " -
wishes from Dr. George,

Weyne and Earl, I am, with best love,
Viola M. Coe.
September 10, 1906.

Portland, Oregone

Give my love to all the "Headquarter" girls.  Wish I could attend your October

meeting. D ¢ east soon but I am not sure of myself.  Am very busy with the

new houge.
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Dear Memben of the Business
ondence, v
Y 3 e P 5 P! 3 . : o
There is 1it of satisfactory golution of many
however, without holding a Business Committee Meeting s they may be

have consulted 1 Mrse Upton and. findithat it will be:convenient

morning-of tl 1 eserving four

can ‘uge as much
sVery
s0 do arrange your affairs
possibilidy r do' so in order: for you to be
from you
who
Luey @ tyself i ) > 10 be with us,
acting in the place of Miss Gordon in absences
he work may be transacted as rapidly as possible,
would be well for each member of the committee, to bring the points which she
devote certain hours
we can' get through agreat deal of
possible dn three our days
necessary
An immediate reply is very necessary, as the time ig.shorte
I.am very glad to be in close touch with you all again and trust.the

Summer
Faithfully,

/é%y}y/7‘Zi”//}%%m;ji;7;£Q9 (}7LL44%, Deip y//4§24>£ Vé;’EZ:Z:z/1,y/
A 4Z;Lﬁ/ 4z4zé,¢¢4ﬂ¢/‘/4§:;;47 f




I8I N. Mill St., Lexington, Xy.
Sept.” I0th, I906.
iy dear Miss Shaw,
I am glad to get your letter this morning, announcing
the call for the business meeting, which I think is necessary. I trust
you heve returned refreshed in body and spirits. My health is .excellent,

though I have had & trying summer on account of the heat inm Lexington,

. where T have been compelled to remain on account of my building. However,

the weather now promises %o be less hot.

I see nothing now to preﬁent'my being on'hand the morhing of the IIth
of ‘Octoher. You do not state where you expeet the meeting %o be held, wheth-
én in Verren or Philadelphia. ?érhaps you are leaving that for a later de-

"@ision. I think Varren is best, because since the Press work is now done
there, as well as other departments, I think the Business Com. SHgufx
should take every opportunity to inform itself personally of what is need-
ed for the greatest efficiency, so as to give as intelligent opinion as
possible at the cohvenfion. Not that I think four days is ample fox this,
but it is better then no visit at all.

You ask me to write ebout things. I have nothing to say now that may
not as well be gaid at the meeﬁing, excent about Oregon, where there seems
go much disturbance that instant action may seem necessary at eny time., I
have written continually to lrs,.Upton that I believe we ought by ail me&né
to kcep our hold on the petition work till the petition Emkiixit is- filed
with the Secretary of State. Unless we help, I fear the Oregon people will

not get it done. If it is not done now, we lose all the enthusiesm of our




2

expensive campaign, together with what organization we have been able to

affect, After the petition is in, I em willing, if the factioné have not
quieted down, to leave Oregon fow awhile; we are not really needed there
till the spring of I1908.But it seems ruinous to me not to get the petition
in as speedily as possible, whether all the Oregon people wish it or not.
I have nothing at present to say about Oklahoma, except that I am oune

who thinks the campaign there should be as vigorously pushed as it is in
our power. I am hopeful of that territory as of any other field we now hav
before us,

I wrote to Miss Iuey on Saturday, in answer to one of hers that I
did not think demanded ananswer till her return.

Pleage give my love to her and also to Mrs.Avery, and believe me

Always cordially yours,
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the 11th of Ostober , and we would like to have

before that time in order

With sincere

hat we may act

pon it

a

a

e reply of the Oregon Agsociat

4 our business meeting.
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this sugrestl on and

the vowns |

in our convention, but par

vertising throughout the astate of Illinois would #lsgo

n bringing ‘out audiences, bocause of and ‘espscially

be on hand. Do you see ay objeciion 1o

fond pavents of the young people, would

i d 3 ) e 2 o
one Bys ﬁin;;ﬁ this kind of s meoting.

11 probably been inforwed of the great suscess of the International

You have

Alliance Conference in Copenhage After leaving Copenhagen 1oy, Anvhony

Aivory's daughters and T went over d %1y to Christiania, whil

went to Stockholm on some Suffrage buzines In Chiistiania

we l6d T addresscd a packed audienee much

night betore

D our amaze ime for planning our meetiny

mid= sunmer phi: we ‘would get ‘out a good

o begin, overy inch of standing space was

Yatform.

most Interested @
the Suffrage Orzanizetion of Norway preésided,

ie atdondl Council ocouy the platlorm, ae well Rs

hoth Counell and Suffrage Association.

most interesting mesting 4o mo.

Aftor it was over, following the custom of the psople sbroad thsre was &

supper, provided and little speasches and toast sdng piimenta lagting

small hours of interest but terribly wearisgome

who had 10 go on board

Durdng fthe five days in Chrichisnia we met many of the Norwagian
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My deay Wiss Bhaw,

I am in receipt of your letter of the I2th in
have alrnudj gent a telegram in answer to question WosfIand 5, I
quiesce in your recommendation to the National to discontinue our
of the work in Oregon;but it is with great grief that I do so. Nothing
but the outrageous dissensions there, and thedir injurious effects on the
temper of the people reconcile me to this course., I mdy say, in addition,
that I do not think lliss Pease has an adequate idea of how to get those
petitions. I observe that she has never sent out but about 4000 petition
sheels., Our experience teaches that %o,000 or 40,000 should have 5cen sent

out, Many persons will get five or six names who will not persevere end
get & sheet of twen¥¥ nmames full. But I fear there is no one available

in Oregon who. can cont¥ol the conditions which have ‘developed there, And
that being the case, I cgnsent with pain &n cease our efforts for awhile.
I beg that you will make & point of urging that they will continue the pe=-
titioning, thét they will take good care of the nemes already secured, and
that careful investigation be made whether or not the name of the Secreta-

part of the legality of the petition.

In my telegram I asked that all reference to the newspaper contro-
versy snd the W.0,.7.U., be omitted. While your yemarks were Jjust enough in
themselves,l think a letter which purports being the expression of the
views of the Business Committee should be absolutely impersonal, and free

from supervision of any thing which has not been done with the sssent of

the National representative or of the auxiliary state association. Besides,




the situation there is so complicated that I believe the greatest care
should he exercised that not one word which Should add fuel to the fires of

dissension shall proceed from any of the Hatitnal officers.

1 enclose my votes on the voting slip.I an greatly grieved that it has

come to. the pass that I must vote to sitop work hefore the petition is filed.

1 L~ §
-

:

I hope -you will not. be guite overwhwlmed with all the work that is

piled upon you.

Cordially ¥«
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Mt. Siry, Septs 13, 1906,

Dear Member of the Business Comkittec

Since dictating. the former letter a letts

the Businéss
1

« Upton which she ‘sent to different members of

take charge of the Oklahoma -campaign ‘and’

in any way I

lirss Upton evidently misunderstood just what I did say to her, fir I had
not the romotest hope that she could take charge of the Oklshoma campaign. No one
could de that who did not go teo Oklahoma and whole I would rather have Mrs. Upton
with the feeling which she has in regard to the possible suecess of our cause in
that State as = helper for Mrs. Vigger, than any one else, I know ii is absolutely

thersefore I would never think of suggesting it. What I did wani was
of  the correspondsnce betwecn the National Association
and Oklahoma.ds I am to be in the fisld it will be practically impossible for me
0 do it, becaume lotters which come from Oklshoma should be answer promptly for the
next three months and any suggestion the to be made to the Oklahoma pcople should
immiediately be sent out, both of these conditions are impossible while I =zm in the
field wnless some one who Re at headquarters or has a home office can do i%.

I ‘hated even to susgest this to Mrs. Upton, because: I knew what had
enough 6o do without it, But it has to be done and I do not for the life of me ses
who ‘else could do ite. If Mrs. Avery were familiar with the conditions and had been
in touch with the work for the last year or two, she would gladly ce it, but as it
she could not possibly be helpful in the matter owing to her lack of information.

But in this letter to me Mrs. Upton says she will keep track of the correspondence

until the Businoss Committee Meeting, at which time it will have to be settleds After







