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SOLOMON WOLFF, ATTORNEY-AT-LAW, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

SUITE 509 CANAL BANK BUILDING,
CORNER CAMP AND GRAVIER STREETS

Mgrch 20, 1916.

My dear Miss Gordon:

I have your letter of the 16th inst. enclosing cireular
ter addressed by Mrs. James Bennet to the Members of Congress.
his I herewith return.

I can not agree with the ladys  In my letter to you of
March 2nd, we considered the 2nd Sectlion of Article 1 of the Con-
stitution, wherein the Constitution of the United States fixes the
qualifications which voters must have as being those requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislatures.

And as I view 1t, it follows that the various states in fixing the
qualifications required for the electors of the legislatures of the
various states, at the same time fixed the qualifications of the
electors for the members of Congress, etc.

With perhaps one exception, which it is not necessary to
consider here, this right of the people of each state to fix the
qualifications of the voters for members of Congress, etc. remained
without qualifications of any kind, and the pecple of the various
states had the right to say who should and who should not vote for

members of the State Legislature, and in fixing those qualifications
at the same time fixed the qualifications for electors for members
of Congress.

This unlimited right of the various states was exercised in
the various states by, for instance, prohibiting negroes from voting.,
So the various states could have said - Germans shall not vote; and
perhaps right now some of them would like to say so! But at any
rate, this right of the various states existed without limitation of
any kind until the enactment of the 15th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, which amendment reads:

Section 1 - The right of citizens of the United States to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or

by any state on accouht of race, color or previous conditions
of servitude ", ‘

In other words, by Article 2 the Constitution gave to the
various states the right to name the qualifications of voters, and
by the 15th amendment it limited that right by saying - in anything
that you do, you must however not make a distinction on account of
race, color, ete., Thls still lefit the warious states in full pos-
sesslion of complete power to make any distinctions it would other
than those specifically forbldden, and as I view it with the right
to make a distinction between male and female, The 17th Amendment
does not, in my opinion, touch the subject at all,

With good wishes, I remain,
Yours singerely,

Miss Kate py., Gordon, o
City. /442Zﬁ{/%7 ézﬁﬁ%é%fé
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March 17, 1916. 19L

To the Democratic Members of the Sixty~fourth Congress of the
United States.,

Dear Sir:

The Southcrn States Woman Suffrage Confercnce organized pri-
marily to obtain the cnfranchisément of the southern women through
the medium of state legislation, earnestly requests your support
for the United States Elections Bill, to enable women to vote for
members of Congress, and which Bill has the endorsement of both
the Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference and the National
American Woman Suffrage Associatione

At our recent Convention in Richmond the Bill received
enthusiastic endorsement, because we believed it relieved the
Democratic Party from an embarrassing position created by the

Federal Suffrage Amendment,

In the inevitable extension of woman suffrage it is natural
for the women to rally to the party which throws the influence of
its support and endorsement in favor of their enfranchisement. The
injustive of women having to submit their right to a voice in repre=
sentative government to the "CONSENT" of every kind of a man not
interdicted by idiocy and; criminality, has caused to rally to the
support of a National Amendment many w omen of the south who shogld
be true to the traditions of the Democratic Party and its States
Rights! Doctrine,

The temper of the American women is not to be triflgd withe
They are willing to stand any test for citizenship, but thely
Americanism resents the United States Government permitting its
women ‘to remain a SUBJECT CLASS -~ denied the privileges anq pro-
tection of the citizenship so generousiy extended to the alien and
the negro. This is the resentment which is turning the southern
women to look for relief in a National Amendment,. The Democratic
Party is absolutely in control in the south and yet in the spatus
of her United States citizenship the womanhood of the south 1s
allowed to remain the negro's inferior.

The Democratic Party now in power has the opportun;ty to
make an imperishable record, In the significant contriputlons to
woman suffrage for the current year the article by Pr651dent.Taft,
is conspicuous not for the merit of the argument for and against,




butiiaisiaiplhea fokridelay e lst the Fopie For delayvite he found inian
opportunity for the Republican Party to secure the credit for this
final and greatest extension ¢of the suffrage?

: The United States Elections Bill has for its author that
distinguished southerner, iMiss Laura Clay of Kentucky. The ar-
gument that the constitution includes women as an organic component
part of "the people" is reasonable enough for this Democratic
Congress to pass the Bill and allow its constitutionallity to be
tested by the Supreme Court. The Bill is one that leaves the quali-
fications of the voters to be prescribed by the States, exactly
as when the state adopts suffrage by submission to the voters.

Therefore, the Southern Conference, in perfect sympathy
with the policy that suffrage is a state right, asks of this Demo-
cratic Congress to recognize that woman suffrage is no longer a
theory to be debated, but a condition to be met, and that it seize
this opportunity to do justice to the women of Americas Such an
act will meet with the endorsement of all suffragists and place to
democratic credit this last and greatest extension of the suffrage.

Very truly yours,

KMG / BS.
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Mrs. Catt's point of view that the Democra
record for a states' right form of suffrage is
opposition. It certainly is a r@cug;iiian f the principle
suffrage and would form the cornerstone of sctical suf-
frage work in the south. Without this endorsement our line of
work in the South is upon & very insecure basis. It is the on-
1y form of suffrage that we can reasonably expect the Democratic
Party to ¢ rge, and the point of view that I am trying to meet
ig one that I fear may be taken,(&nat any national recognition
of suffrage whatsoever, nationalizes the quegtiugg and this is
a principle to which the party is opposed.
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Southern States Woman “uffrage Conference:=-

Senator Owen at St. Louis mentioned that in view of the
f@g%ntmam t@@ Df@@cratle Party was on record in support of woman
gsuffrage, and which w & very necessary pre-requisite toward
pushing the United States Electlons Blﬁ*, > felt that the time
was now opportune to push said bille I have wal fmr a reply
0 my inquiry whether he would push 1t be pe. the of‘ tl -"
present, gsession of Congress, but so far have not h

tH]

The NEW SOUTHERN
have all read gives my pol
has been accomplished
purpose and w s of enormous se ce » .
count the value of the plank : SLLfrng
a lack of pn111 al appreciation that tO my
plained ezcept the through the gg of partisan

ck cre O
che € ]
2 9_.: ®

T

B B

p=a L fede

It is, therefore, with considerable alarm that I am
1

watching the tr £ affairs which seems to incline toward the
Naetional taking a partisan stand in the inte F”‘t of the Republican
Partye If this fear should magcpiﬁ“ya, then suffrage situa-
tion in the south will get a wery vere blow, and the oﬁ’“ offset
will be the recognition of su?frﬁge qlulg Demo”“atic lines for our
gsouthern women. I would regret the injection of anything like po=
litical partissnship, but I do feel that the 8 ffraée work nﬁcdsr
a distinctively southern organization tc meet conditions that have
made it necessary for our commercial, educational, gociological
and religilous institutions to have southern @rgenizations to
handle theilr problems.

Now, that we have achieved the purpose of our organl-
zation the question naturslly arises whether the Southern Confe-
rence shall continue or not? If we do continue, then we must
have a special line of policye. If the National stresses the
federal amendment as the main feature of the Nauiun&u work, then
u;cours@, we simply must have a southern suffrage organization,
There 1g no doubt that our press Qerv:xce is b evond Pomparug th&
best of its kind in the United States to-day, and it 8

.y to let this work lapsé
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On the pledges that I have I can carry
by borrowing morew, until January, but beyond that
to feel that the burden of the findr01ﬂ1 \;*=:mibiljf3
ried wholly ;nd solely me ontinue our press work,
our NEW SOUTHERN CITIZEN, and main aln m;s.douswter-ﬁ naktes an eXs
penditure of aboum @500 a2 month, We would increase the press
gervice amd I feel that thls money cou be raised in the south if
any real effort was made
I am outlining all of these conditions in order to get
your point of view on the wisdom of continuing our workﬁ and 1
¢ that each of you send a very candid oplnion as to what you
ink should be done. In the meantime, wish to say that I belie
we should

Push the United States Elec ng Bill with every
bit of energy that we poss &

Try to bring individual st cases as to our right
1s Unlted Stateu Cltizmn s

Start an active bit—of propasganda for the basls of
representation to be based on the vbting population;

Try to inaugurate an effort to make our purc hases
preferably from goods manufactured or grown in
suffrage territory,
If it ie posd ble I will attend the National Convention
at Atlantic City, at which time we officers could hold a council
as to the future of the work.

Plesse let me have your opinion at the earliest possible
date in order to circularize our membership.

Very cordially yours

KMG / BS.
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The Southern States woman Suffrage Conference organized
in 1913 to meet the issue of a federal suffrage amendment went on
record as believing that suffrage is a state right and not a fed~
eral righte Our aim was to educate the suffragists of the South
that until the Democratic Party went on record in its national
platform, state submission in our opinion would be impossibles

In the National Convention our organization appealed
in behalf of a states rights plank as the only logical request
to be made of a state sovereignty partye. The party is now on
record and we appeal that immediate steps be taken in this one
party territory of the South, for the "solid south" to fall en
bloc for woman suffrage.

)

! Vhile our organization feels nothing but sympathy
for those suffragists who seek, through a federal amendment,
relief from the degradation of disfranchisement, we believe
that the Democratic Party as a matter of principle as well as
expediency should proceed through the enfranchisement of the
women of the South to pin to the party standard: the credit
for this last and most important extension of the franchises.

The woman suffrage states have returned the party
to power, If the democratic stropghold of the South is added
to the democratic West a suffrage situation will be created
which will make the rest of the states fall by sheer force of
events., If on the contrary the federal amendment is submitted
the South, for its own protection, will either prevent or delay
its ratification, and upon the Democratic Party will fall the
onus of responsibility. The democrats of the West have a right
in this emergency to demand party protection and the South is
the ideal field from which to provide it.

There is no doubt that the policy of the Republican
Party is one of delays A great coup d'etat is possible if the
states of the "solid south" should by constitutional conventions,




called for this express purpose on a common date, enfranchise
its womene The deliberations of those conventions would not
necessarily have to be submitted to the voters, following the
precedent established in the adoption of many of the present
constitutiond of the South. In the ® uthern states where two
well defined parties exist, the Republican Party could not afford
to antagonize the woman sentiment, particularly when its party
platform is on record in favor of woman suffrage under state
regulation.

The Southern Conference has extended an invitation
to the governors of the southern states to meet us in Wah ington
just prior or after the inauguration to conferon a policy for
the Southe We hope that as the arbiters of democratic destiny,
you will agree to make the democratic "aolid south", created
such by the injustice of the now existing federal amendments, &8~
cape any further injustice by creating a short.cut for the

suffrage of the women of the United States. Sich a happy solu=-
tion of a difficult situation, cannot but bring-credit to and
perpetuate the party in power.

We, therefore, earnestly appeal to you to take imme-
diate gteps to define a line of policy on the above - suggestions
The women of the United States must be enfranchised., The Demo=
ecratic Party cannot and will not force on the South a federal
amendment contrary to the policies and traditions of the partye.

A policy of delgy will lose to the party, prestige and power, and
menace its future. Let the Democratic South solve the problem
to the satisfaction of all not biassed by partisan prejudicess

Hoping for your co-operation,

i ke

Very truly,

Al e

President,
}V/ ,) oy : ; / 7 )
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A\V ; Cor. Sec'ye
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7 Brown Arcade, Baltimore, Md.

W. M. STONER, 2nd Auditor,
538 Rhode Island Ave., Washington, D. C.
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Lexington, T AT 6th, I917.
Gordon,

1 that we will have to

give up some-of our S,8.7.5.Conference work, though I

inevitsable unless some good luck finasneially come our way,

I thorcusghly spprove 8ll your suggestions made in wvour letter

of fpril Bth,

I do hope you will be able to ke ip the newspsaper bulleti

the "abBhington Council of
‘vVery highest com plimen

Pregg Renurt

they we doing snytl Ykiahomsa

with yecu about
8ny one can believe the

the ‘suppocrt ings are moving very rap-

P

idly now; andé meybe development wili s B as it has
done in

Love to







