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189 N.,M113- 8%, Lexington, ¥¥.
Jgan, L6h, 9185
My dear Mrs.Catt, ¥ 7
Your letter of Jan.I2th is at hand, and I am
glad to answer it promptly.

I have changed my attitude to the S.B.Anthony /‘mendment since
~res,.Wilson has expressed a view of it which I never expected from
him., I am indeed strongly attached to the states'rights doctrine,
but T thnk an individual's support of an asnect of a government-

ts1l doctrine is of no service when it is not supported by dominant
political opinion, Therefore, when a great statesman, as Pres. wid
son is conceded to be, and one weighted with responsibility in the
world-war, declares that he thinks the /mendment does mnot impair
states! rig 5 8 at it is expedient in the exigeneies of this
war, I am unwilling to jeoparddiseany chance-for my enfranchise-

ment by opp 1 1 have written fte~re,SoUtlh To thistefs

\
T

feet.? Misoy as\far as timé and my opportunities have allowed,
find that otherzwomen have changed their point of view more or
less for the sa%e reasons; and I believe if the S.B.Anthony amend-
ment reaches oug legislature in time for action, it will receive
the united hééfuy support of the Xy,E.R.A.
On the other hand, I do not understand your policy in using
your influence in opposing Ky's submission of a state'referendume
If the Federal Amendment reaches our legislature too late for actipy
or shpuld fail of ratification, our state associatdnfi would be
practically inactive during I9I8, the year when evefy state should
show the most intense suffrage activity. But if we have a state
referendum, we are prepared for every emergency. Ve bélieve ite

iubmigsion by the legislature will be easily swcured, since the Re-

publican party (which has 40 members out of Iéo in the lower house

I& out of ?8 in the state senate) is pledged to a submissdion
3 &




by the Chicago Convention, its siate platform and %h influence of

its party from "ashin 1gton; and the Nemocratic party is pledged by

part;
the St.Louis convention and ?f%sident "ilson's influence, Mhcse in
fluences ami party rivalry would also make our success at the polads
in November, T9I9, suchepeful, if the Federal /mendment was not

pPessed in the winter sng Spring months of I9I9, "e have organ-

izetion énough snd money enough ir aAana end in  reliabl le

O L@

k 6 E8
Ehau is, -through )
to conduct a creditabl e campaign for ten or twelve mon*hs and fhen

l\

if the Federal ‘mendment v tified by the forty-one leg

tures which meet in 1959 %xtha campaign would stop antomatically,

cea
But if it was not ratified, we could and would find momney enough
to complete the car adign in 1919, with good chances for vietoxrys
In case the Federsl ‘mendment was not ratified

certainly need the influ ence of Yentucky: ana

|

*ﬁuunx¢nf 8 campaign would ‘eive

4

its 1nfl”enc€ on o*berstn:é O S e

state cempaign g0ing on in Kentueky wdnld have’akben;
lal effect upon other states in I91I8, since indoubtedly one of
the strongest political influences in favor of saffrage is the be=-
lief thete4% 1n inevitable, and that barties shoundd be looking to
their interests among the coming women voters, This fact and the &
are not enough states to ratify in 1918, and that e
opportunity to ratify ba I9IS before & Ken=-
referendum could eome before the electorsrentlrply clears a ﬂ\
state referendum of the denger of int terfering with the success of
the Federal Amendment in other states, A1l these arguments would
apply if Xy, ratifies the fedeial Amendment at this se Ssion, thi‘
thoughtwith less force, I have changed my attitude on ac ,uunf

facts; I wish ycu could see your way clear to change your att

towerds the Ky.ultuation also on account of these facts,

“ety cordially yours,

4
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@154 January 22, 1918.

Miss Laura Clay,
189 North Mill Street,
Lexington, Kentucky.

My dear Miss Clay:-

I am verysglad to get your letter and am more glad than I
can say that you have changed your attitude toward the amendment and
will support the policy of ratification.

I will try to explsin my attitude on the subjeet of a state
referendum in Kentucky. The policy of the anti-suffragists will be to
secure referends wherever possible, in order to defeat the federal
amendment- They will do this for the reason that they are able to
defeat amendments by fraud and the ﬁwmponents of the amendment have no
proteetion. For example, there is ho doubt I think, but that the pro-
hibitionists carried the state of Ohio. I have just been in Cleveland
and Mrs. Upton and all the rest say they certainly did carry it, but
whenever they did get a little ahead, some anti votes were pulled out
of a wet county to overbalance the gaﬁv\ There was no protection for
this ameniment and consequently they stand as having lost by some
3,000 votes. This is the kind of thing which an unscrupulous opposition
can do: For this reason I am anxious that we should avoid referenda
in any and all states during the ratification.

Now, if the Kentucky legislature now in session shall submit
an smendment for the purpose of getting instructions as to what it
shall do in 1920 on the ratification, its example will most assure@ly
be followed by other states. Your referendum coming in 1919, would
as you say come after most of the legislatures had had a chance to
act, but many of those legislatures would follow the cue of Xentucky
and would submit referenda for the purpose of instructions to the
legislature. In some cases two successive legislatures would have to
gsct. Then the vote would not be taken in some of these states befgre
1921 and the finel results would not be obtainable before the presi-
dential election. If we are sble to stave off the referenda during
the ratification, it is my hope and belief that we shall have passed
the necessary thirty-six states and that all the gtates will hgve
taken action before the presidential election. My one dread is 8O

many referende campeigns that we cannot mansge them.




Miss Laura Clay, Kentucky. January 22, 1918.

You are mistaken when you say that Kentucky would be inactive
in 1918 unless it could have a campaign. It would have a campaign -
a campaign for ratification which is precisely the seme kind of a
campaign that a referendum is with a somewhat different angle of
objective. Do you not see the force of these facts? I hope you do.

Cordielly yours,

a>@i¢?7é;¢f;, LA (i%&&f

>resgident




Copy of letter to lrs.catt, in anBwer to one in which she says

she h#s urged our stite president, irs.sSoush, not to introduce o
stute referendum bill in our Ry.legislalure; and hopes that I will
give up my preference for the gtate route to the Wedersl Amend,

i M }8; %.&izlulgx;n;ton, “y. Jan.I6th, I9IS,
Wy Gear Hrs.Catt, Your letter of Jan.I2th is at hand, and I sm
glad to answer it promptly.
I heve changed my attitude to the S.E.Anthony Amendment sinoce

Yres,#ilecn hae expressed a view of it which T never expected  from

iim. I em indeed strougly attached to the states' rightes doctrine

but ‘I think an individual's support of an agpect of a governmental

docfrine ie of no service when it is not support ed by dominant polit-
icel opinion. Therefare, when a greal statesman, as Pres.VWilson is
conceded to be, and ons weighted with resnonsibility in fthe world-wer,
declares that he thinks the Amendment does not impair states's rights
end that it is expediaent in the exigencies of this wer, I am unwile
1ing to jooyurdizey any chnce for my enfranchisement by opposition
. I have written to Mrs,South to this effect. Also, as far
e and my oprortupities have allowed, I find that other women have
changed their point of view more or less for the same reasong; and I
believe if the %.B.Anthony smendment reaches our legislature in time
for eotion; it wiil receive the united hearty support of the Ky.ERR. &
other hand, I'd0 not understand your policy #n using your
cppesing fy.' submission of a state referendum, If the

D o

Federal /imendment reaches our legislature too late for agtion, or

2

should fail of ratification, our state association would be practi-
euil& inwotive during I9I8, the year when every state should show the
most intenge suffrage sctivity, 3ut if we have a state referendum ,
we are prepared fpr every emargency. We believe its submission by
the legislature will be easily secured, since the Republican party
(which hes 4C wembors out of I00 in the lower house and I3 out of 38

in the state Benate) is pledged to & submission by the Chiczgo con-

venton, its state platform and the infiuence of its party from "esh-




o)
e

ington; and the Democratic party is pledged by the sSt.Lou

tion and President "ilson's influence, These influences and party
rivalry would also make our success at the polls in November, I9I9, hmpsd
hopeful, if the Federal imendment was not passed in the winter snd
spring months of I9IY. Ye have organization emough and money en ough

in hand and in relisble pledges to conduct a creditable gampaign for

ten or twelve months, that is, through 191I8; and then if the ¥Vederal
Amendmnt was retified by th forty-one legislatures which meet in 1919,
the compaggn would stop autometically. But if it was not ratified, we
could and would find money enough to complete the campaign in 919,

with good chances for viectory. 1In case the Federal /mendment was not
ratified in I9I9, we should certainly need the influence of Zentuc ky; =
and at present our stute needs the education a camepign would give to
make it mest effective in its influence on other states, ug well as

upon our own people. A state campaign going on in Kentucky would have

e beneficial effect upon cbther states in 1918, since undoubtedly oume

£.0

of the syrongest @#nfluences in favor of suffrcge is the belief that

t is inevitable, and that parties should be looking to their inter=

ests among the coming women voters. This f aet and the facte that
there are not enough states to ratify in 1918, and that forty-one
Will have dpportunity to ratify in I9I9 before a kentucky referen-
dum could come before the electors entirely clears a stute réféféndum
of the danger of interfering with the success of the Federsl Amend-
ment- in other states. All these arguments would apply if Ky. rati=
fies the Federal Amendment at this session, though with less force.

I have changed my attitude on account of faets; I wish you could
get¢ your way clear to change your attitude towards the Ky.eituetion
also on account of these facts,

Very cordially yours,

Laura Clay,
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July 11, 1918,

Miss Kate Gordon,
1800 Prytania Street,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

My dear Miss Gordon:-

You misunderstood the import of my comment about the difference in
the different states, In state referenda, it becomes necessary for a state
like Iouisiana to appeal to white men only for the vote and you can have as
much race opposition in your campaign as you like, but in a state like New York
where the negro votes and where no one has yet come forward to propose that
he shall not do so, it is necessary to educate them on the subject of woman
suffrage and its import. It would meke no difference if a federal amendment
had never been proposeds An gppeal which would bring success in one state,
would be sure to be quoted by the opposition and 4o harm in another - that is
what I meant.

I am sorry that you thought my attack upon you was unwarranteds I
do not kmow that I made an attack. I merely attempted to show you that every
anti-suffragist in the United States is opposing the federal amendment with
might and main at this time and standing for states' rights because they kmow
that that is the way to hold back the suffrage movement and I want you to know
that you are quoted by them everywhere in support of their position.

I note your two questions. I do not know what the Board of Officers
of the National American Woman Suffrage Association will or may do, but I can
say that so far as I am personally concerned, I will use my utmost influence
to see that no assistance of any kind or description is given to the Iouisiana
campaign. I sincerely believe that it was not an honest submission of an
amendiment, I believe the Democrats of Iouisiana have submitted the guestion
for the sole purpose of making an appearance to the public of giving the women
of Iouisiana fair play in order that they may seem to oppose the federal amend-
ment conscientiously. As a matter of fact, they submitted the question in
Iouisiana merely to oppose the federal amendment and if I do not lose my guess,
they will see to it that your state amendment is voted down, good and hard.

I hope I am wrong and I hope that you may win the question. The liquor people
are no more opposed to a federal amendment than they are to a state amendment.




P

. Miss Kate Gordon, New Orleans, ILouisiana. July 11, 191c.

They are opposed to women and to ivoman suf frage and they to a man are opposing
the federal amendment, because they know they can beat us out more successfully
in a state referendum.

Concerning your second point, I do not think that Ransdell will reverse
his position. He is & men with a man's backbone and a man's soul, He is, in my
Judgment, one of the biggest men in the United State Senate today,. If he loses
his position, it will be because the state is ignorant, bigoted, narrow-minded
and does not know g man when it sees one.

Concerning your third point, I would certainly be umwilling to join
a southern conference with a view to making any kind of a compromise as against
the federal amendmente. I would be opposed to doing this for the reason that
there are several states in the Union where it is absolutely impossible, by any
present known method, to enfranchise the women by a state amendment, The only
hope of enfranchisement for women is by means of the federal amendment and there
is no compromisé measure which could get the suffrage for theme I am for the
federal amendment too because it is the only possible way to get around the
obstructions which men have written into the constitutions of the several states.
It is because of this that such men as the President, see the necessity of acting
by the National method,

Secondly, I would not make any compromise at this moment, because in
our war for democracy abroad, it becomes absolutely necessary to set up the

principles of democracy at home and to do it as a nation, if we are to be regarded
as sincere by our Allies in the world war. The President has this vision and
has declared woman suffrage by the federal route a war measure. I regret that

any woman who believes in woman suffrage cammot have that vision too.

The arousing of the race question by means of the federal amendment is
mere 'buncombe’ for every state holds the right to set the qualifications for
voters under a federal amendment as under a state amendment, It was an interesting
scene the other day when Senator Brandagee, a black Republican from Comnmnecticut,
contended that the South must adhere to its traditions and see to it that woman
suffrage did not come by the federal route. It was an interesting procedure,
when a southern senator arose and asked him the question, whether the states
would not hold ifsright to fix qualifications, and he compelled Senator Brandagee
to confess that $his would be true.

We are going through the Senate and we are going to secure ratification
and we are going to do it despite the unfortunate attitude of the ILouisiana
suffragistse.

Yours truly,

President
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January 2, 1919,

My dear President:-

At a recent meeting of the National Board of Officers =

national budget for the coming year of $95,000 was adopted. The
amount expended this year was $93,579.14,

The Press Department, The Data Department, The Citizen
(deficit), the rent for the thhington house and some of the ex-
tras there, are all borne by the Leslie Commissiong The total
amounte to about $80,000 per year and the National American Woman
Suffrage Association is relieved of these financial responsibili-
ties.

The hdget adopted therefore is solely to be used in sup-
port of the New York Headquarters, the annual convention expenseg,
the congressional work, literature for the Legislatures and rapi-
fication necessgities.

A The officers who must meet the bille of the National
Aggociation as they rige and keep the "home wheels thurning"” have
made a very careful study of the situation. Knowing that each
state will be taxed for its own campaign, we have decided to light-
en the load of the state presidents asmuch as possgible. We realize
however, that if the states on account of their own necessities
should repudiate their responsibility toward theNational Campaign,
ghe end ofou® struggle will not be as near as we believe it should
e.

Enclosed you will find a bulletin on "Monday Raiging” and
a sheet setting ggixx forth the mmount asgsigned to each state for
the year beginning December 1, 1918, the amount which the states
paid during the past year from December 1, 191% to December 1,1918
and the amount due on lagt year's pledge. Several of the states
are delinquent in the payment of thelk pledges, as you will gee
from the ligt, The amount assigned to each state is a modest sum
totalling $32,420, This will leave the National officers tke re-
sponsibility of raising $62,600.

In the amount assigned to the several states, the des of
each gtate are included; that is the dues of each state will be
made to apply upon its pledge. On the other hand pledges aecured
by National Officers or the National Finance Committee from any
state cannot apply upon the pledge of that state. Naturally, if
the Nationa} officers are to raise $62,600 they will be obliged
to do it from contributors within some of the several states

Will not each state please accept cheerfully its assign-
ment herein made and raigse the amountas soon as possible?

When the amendment passes the Senate as we wiill hope it
will do before January 15th, you will be able to say that you
believe you are making the last appeal for aid for the woman suf-
frage cause., This ought tc bring many pledges in sheer relief
from further responsibility.

Cordially yours,

(signed) Carrie Chapmen Catt,
Presgident.




NATIONAL ANMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION.
171 Madisgon Avenue, New York City, N.Y.

BULIETIN NUMBER 44

Issued by
MRS, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT,

SUBJECT® ;
MONEY RAISING. January 2, 1919,

From east and west, north and south, state presidents are
sending in their piteous complaint® of no money with which to work,
The story is the same in nearly every state. The workers have given
their time and their money to various war activities; every pocket-
book is flat and the suffrage work is languishing #Hr needs of funds.

The National Associatlion hag always conscientiously consider-
ed that state associations ought to have the right to secure pledges
from the people in their respective states, and that the state asso-
cigtions out of their funds should support the work of the National
Board. Therefore, when you are poor, we are poor, When you have no
money with which to work, it follows that we shall shortly have no
money for our work, Ahead looms up the largest campaign we lwe ever
known, and probably the greatest demand for money in all the history
of the movement will be made upon us who at this moment are o lding
the official positions in the suffrage administrations, national and
state.

The situation must be faced boldly, In Connecticut amd Mis-
souri there have been luncheons; in @onnecticut $13,000 was raiséd
in pledges, the largest sum the women there have ever secured at one
time. In Missouri §$7,000 was raised, and I believe this was the
largest sum the women there ever raised at a suffrage meeting. What
Connecticut and Missouri have done, other states can and must do.

Arrange a dinner, luncheon or other public meeting asmk with

the intent of using the occasion for your money raising climax, Make
your program atbractive enough to bring out a good attendance

Beginn the preparation by making up your own budget and add
to it your assignment on the national budget. Assume a portion to
be raiged by personal pledges; assign a portion to each county.

The success of securing pledges at such public functions de-
pends upon careful preparation, A thorough-going campaign for pledg-

eg nugt be made beforehand. The wisest and the best informed workers
must be sent to talk with people in person and to persuaae them to

meke pledges for the state and national cempaigns. Not only the
amount, but the method of expemditure should be stated to thepeople
to whom you appeal., You should set women &%t work on this problem
in every county in the state.

A good plan for making the money raising of the meeting a
bit spectacular and interesting is to have a large map of youwr state
placed on a sheet in a conspicuous place at the dinner, This map
should have the counties delicately outlined and if the geography
of your state is so complicated that you may be unfamiliar wih the
location of your counties, the name of each county whould be @licate-
ly indicated. These lines would not be recognized at a distace, The
map itself should be out up into counties like a picture puzzle.

You should assign to each county in your state the proportion
of the total budget which it ought to pay. You should secure a com-
mittee in that coumty to raise that amount by cash or pledges in or-
der "to put that county on the map", When you are taking your pledge
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at the dinner, therefore, two people should be in charge of the

map itself, When a woman from Sith County rises and says that
smith County will see that it is Hut on the map" by paying the
entire amount assigned to it (say$500) your map workers will pin
or paste that county in its place., There may be some counties
which will not be pepresented either by persons present or by
pledges. You will then ask general contributions to make the
amount necessary to put Brown County, which has no one present
"on the map". When you have filled up the necessary sum of small
contributions that county is put in $place on the may, This plan,
ifcarefully worked out, can be made a great success. Let it be
a Ratification Map. Many details and picturesque features will
suggest themselves to an alert committee and you will get the
money you need for your state work, your ratification, and for
the national pledge.

The mistake made in money reising at a public meeting or
dinner or luncheon is always Bhat not enough attention is paid
in securing pledges in advance and properly arrangim for them to
be called off. You must have a good money raiser to secure tae
pledges even then, Another mistake usually made is that those
who are engasged in eecurin% the fund have too small notionsg of
what people should give. very person who can give a dollar or
a quarter should be encsuraged to do so,but it takes a temendous
pile of dollars to make ten thousand of them and perhaps you are
going to need #50,000. You must, therefore, go after the people
who can give $5,000, $1,000, #500 as a stager for your fund. Such
people live in every state., If they are not interested now, 1t is
your bubiness to get them interested. There is no intelligent
or educated person in this country who cannot be made to see the
fact that American History is being made ridiculous every moment
that our Bepublic delays application of its own principles while
at the same time they are bdng adopted by the monarchies of Europe,
It ought to make the bloo&k bdl of every self-respecting womay it
would to make the nerves tingle of every proud spirited American
man,

This is the lesson that men and women must learn, and if
you have no other way toteach it to them you must gend deputations
of men and women to %alk face to face and house to house with thoe
who ought to be interested in our campaigu.

I beg of you, dear presidents, adopt this plan, Go at it &
once and raise the money we all need.

The National Convention will probably be held in April
There the state pledges will be given as usual, and you will gate
your pledge naming the amount paid and the amount due, Every state
will get its credit in the national report in this way and iks con
sequent place in suffrage history.

There is no time to lose.

Qur amendment did not get through before Christmas as we
hoped because the New Hampshire senator would not capitulate before
a petition signed by two-thirds of the legislatbrs, He bow promises
his vote if his Legislature will instruct him by residution, We are
now after that resolution and believe we shall get it and that the
Senste vote will come before the fifteenti.




Amt, Paid.
December 1, 1917.
Agssigned for payment to {Q%&unt.
December 1. 1918-0ct@21,1919. Dec.1,1918  Amt.Due, Individuals,

Alabama & Ly $500.00 $300.00 $50.®
Arkangag .eiiwti 500.00 250,00 10.,®
Connecticut . .. ¢2,000.00 1, 738,00 $262.00 930,00
Delaware .ol s 100,00 246,10 25.00
District of Columbia 250.00 220,40 538,00
Floridar g o oo ns il ol 00 50,00 150,00 110, ®
Georgla s e i AB0I0Y 100,00 50,00
Tlddnel e . 2060000 900,00 5 790,00

: (Exgensgon tim
Chicago E.S.A.. . .1,500,00 1,250,00 ranted)

Indiana ii. .00 .25000400 300,00 00,00 75,00
ToWR s ca i neg 500,00 500,00 135,00
Kentusky . oy vl 500,00 500,00 150,00
RonBag ‘¢ iviie e . 500,00 100,00

Louigiana . R )0 e[ 250,00 6,00
Madne ¢ o, i 100,00 70.00 10,00
Marylandooig o ons l 000,00 1,000,.00 51.00
Magsachusetts . . .2,000,00 1,500,00 1,500.00 13,222,.00
Mlendgan g siigod 1,000.00 250,00 750,00 996,00
Minnesota o« « « « +1,000.,00 1,500,00 30,@0
Migsissippli. . « & 120,00 100.00 37,.,®
Migsouri s e i 12900, 00 95,84 904,16 360,00
Nebraske , , , , , 500,00 100,00 125,00
New Hampshire . .'. 250.00 230500 (Bxtadadin a§*®2 200.00
New Jersey . . . . 1,000.00 100,00 1,400,900 730,00
New Mexico . . . . 50,00

New York .c. . . . 6,000,00 11,300,00 700,00 3,751,00
North Carolina . . . 150,00 #50.00

North Dakota . .. . .150.00 150,00 130,®
Qhlo. ool L Wi 24000,00 1,725,00 275,00 a7,
Oklahema . . . 7. 100,00

Pennsylvania . . . 2,000,00 2,000,00 4,035,00
Penn, W. S. Party 300,00 385,00

Rhode Island B B.A, 2050.00 28,91 171,09

Rhode Igland W.S.P. 250,00 250,00

South Carolina . . 100,00 100,00

South Dakata .. 100,00 150,00

Tennessee .C. .« . b00,00 700,00

Texas . « & .+ i 500,00 522,75 227.25

Yermont . i .. . 100,00 60,40 10,00
Viveinia o @ o0 260,00 250,00 55,00
West Virginia . . . 250,00 125,00 125,00 100.@0
Wisconsin . . .. . [,000,00 1,000,00 110,00

$2,420.00 30,167,40 8,164.50  29,848.00

Note Amounts received by National Treasurer for Oklahoma
not included above,

Massachusetts = $600,00
Kansas - 437450

Amountsremitted on accofint of campaign not included in total
of Amount Due,
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Southern States Woman Suffrage Conference

KATE M. GORDON, President, AUDITORS

MRS. O. F. ELLINGTON, Rec. Sec'y, 1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. MRS. JAS. M. McCORMACK
721 W. Morkham St., Little Rock, Ark. 4 5 107 B AriadeBan g Md
LAURA CLAY, Vice-President at Large, rown Arcade, Baltimore, .
MARIE LOU_ISE COLLENS, Co. Sec’y, Lexington, Ky. MRS. W. M. STONER, 2d Auditor,
1309 Berlin St., New Orleans, La. P ONOR AT ViCERESIDEN TS 1538 Rhode Island Ave., Washington, D. C.
MRS. H. B. BARTLETT, Treasurer, MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT,
155 Audubon Boulevard, New Orleans, La. New York City

MRS. HELEN GARDINER,
Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS:

IDA PORTER-BOYER, Executive Sec’y,
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

419 Camp Street, New Orleans, La.
Harch I4th 1919
Board of the Hational :merican Woman Suffrage
vhapman (Cati,

Madison Avenue,
New York City.

The Jouthern 3tates Woman Suffrage (onfere: as
with the Executive Board for Miss C1
T

ks for a short
ay and myself

conference
esume as former-—-

at onse of the pre-convention meetings which
is still the custom,

to be dn 3% Loul: at any time most convenient

arrangs
& reply by telegram(my expense

Board and would =
conference will
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CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
120 PAINE AVENUE
NEW ROCHELLE
NEW YORK

August 12, 1937.

Miss Laura Clay,
193 North Mill Btreet,
Lexington, Ky.

Dear Miss Clay:

I is a long, long time since I have
had a word from you and for a long time I have had
the intention to write to you and to express my good-
will and greetings. I have heard about you from
women whom I chance to meet occasionally and I have
learned that you are a master hand at bridge, - that
is wonderful.

I have been reading some books about
old age and I have also talked with some doctors and
the general opinion seems to be that longevity is a
matter of inheritance. In that case, the question
arises as to where the ancestors got the old age
which they passed on to their descendents and is it

true that only those who have old age in their
ancestry are likely to live to old age themselves?

I enclose a brief questionnaire. I
shall be very glad if you will fill it out or have
some one do it for you. I especially want to know
what you, yourself, think about the chief causes
which have permitted you to attain an age beyond
that of your earlier friends. It used to be an
interesting bit of humor to say that suffragists
never died and I think it is really remarkable that
8o many of them have lived to 8o good an old age.

One woman upon my list, a New Yorker, is 105 and
not one is younger than seventy. 8everal are over
ninety.

I promise you that I will not use your
name in any public presentation, should one be made,
and I shall not reveal your age to anybody. I mean to
make a summary chiefily based upon the causes of longevity
and the effect of inheritance.

Hoping that all is well with you and that
you find some satisfaction and pleasure in life, I am,

/(Z;HL/{/tjizz sincerely yours, zz;;(jzzz::‘\
CCC.HW. t;




FORY LETTRR BTHT TO 100 BUFFRAGLSIA

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
120 PAINE AVENUE
NEW ROCHELLE
NEW YORK

I have been reading a book about old age. It is a big
book called "SENESCENCE" by G. Stanley Halle It iBs not a new
book, but it contains a very great deal of Enformetion about
habits of ancient people concerning the aged. It may interest
you to know that there were many tribes which ate their members
when they considered them passed their usefulness.

I learned that a great many books about old age have been
written, but writers sgy that they are not able to get the facts
from the people they wish to interview. Some are so proud of
being old that they make their age older than it really ie and
some hesitate to confess to their age and make themselves younger
than they are. The one thing that seems to be accepted as & fact
by the doctors is that longsvity is an inherited trend. If this
is true, then it follows that only thoee who have longevity in
the family stand any chance at all of living to an advanced age.
I do not think this is true.

I am therefore attempting to make a little study and have
Belected one hundred suffragists, none of whom are younger than
seventy and several of whom gare in the nineties. I encloee &
questionnaire, If it interests you to mesist in this study,
please £ill it in.

I am asking you to give your correct age and I solemnly
gewear to you that I will not tell another human being what it is.
I shall not give your name to the public nor say anything about
yous I shall merely make & summary of the answers received from
the hundred suffragists.

Out of these questions I want %o find from you, Bo far &s
may be done, what is the cause of your longevity and whether you
have lived longer than your ancestors and thus set & new basis
for those who come after you.

I want very much to learn how much your interest in the

suffrage or other causes has stimulated you toward an advanced
age. Anything you can tell me will be gratefully and confidentially

received,
%noe / M

Carrie Chapman Cg




