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JOSEPH M. CAREY,

CHEYENNE,WYOMING.




The Citizens Committee for State Suffrage Amendment
Headquarters: 130 North Upper Street

Lexington, Kentucky August 9, 1919

My Dear Sir:-

Ag a member of the State Central Democretic Committee, the
Citizens Commitise for State Suffrage Amendment requests that you give
your earnest atnention to the encloged literature.

We ask particular attention to the dangers of that power cone-
ferred on Congress to legislats in State elections, provided in the sec-

ond section of the Suean B, Anthony Federal Amendment, which-in conjunc-

tion with the similar section of the 15th Amendment-subjects the electoral

rights of the majority of the population of every State to the control
of Congress. Only the right of white men tc vote will be free from Con-
gresgional influence. Such a powsr in the Federal Government was never
contenplated by the framers of the Constitution of the United States.

But if State Control of State elections is abridged-or destroy-
ed in practice-by a new power incorporated in the Federal Constitution

with"8e corresponding constitutional check ; rovided, Congress will become

ol =

possessed of an autocratic power, dangercus to our free institutions, and
one which csn be turned with equal facility againiét any section of our
country when a politicel or commercial intersst is gtrong enocugh to domi-
nate Congress.

Ap for the question of Woman Suffrage the attainment of that in
the States which do not already possess it is safely and genely provided
for in the Republican and Dermocoratic National Platforms of 1916,

Very truly yours,




N.Mill 8treet.
August I2th, 1919,

Wyoming,

have received your lette:

Committee for

remark
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why we speak of
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egro problem in Xentueky., The negroes compose only

Vi W

the population, When white women get the ballot, by

emendment or otherwise, the negro women will get it on the same

termg, and their vot iw” wilT Ou ripple in our polities,

& U8 )
that $¥e sedond section of the Anthony Amendment is

Vi 2
the effect of the seeond section of the I5th smendment

on the Federal Congress to lekislate on State

ver
leave only the eleetoral rights of white
men free from Congressional influence,
This new power im the Federal government was never eontem mplated

by the framers of the Constitution of the United States; and as there is

no new Constitutional check provided it overthrows the balange between

the Federal government and thet of the States, by abridging or in prae-

tice destroying, the sState eontrol of State eleections whieh was the congtt:

tutional cheok provided by the original eonstitution. Thus Congress

becomes the most autoeratic governing body known among constitutional
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governments.
We do not need to speoulate upon how this auntoeratie power will
work. The Foree Bill of the I5th amendment is history; and in the light

of its history the effesct of th nthony smendment may be read elearly,

The IBth amendment applied prineipally to a small minority of the

tates whose Congressional repre-

weakened by the result f the Civil wer. When that eir-
ority is augmentelyyell the women in all the States, the
Foree Bills will be augmented proportionally. The out-
Bill of 1870 are that while it was passed
ostensibly for the protection of negro men in their right to vete it
became quickly an instrument of the dominant party for expleitiag for
party purposes the politieel and finaneciasl resources of the States
gubjeet to its provisions,
Because the IbBth amendm applied ehiefly to the negroes in the
gouthern States 1t has been assumed that the seeond section of the An-
thony amendmen also will be circumseribed by the negro race problem,
and therefore it will concern chiefly only the southern States, But
there is nothing in the smendment itself , or in the character of the
¥oree Bill of I870 to support such en assumption, On the eontrary, if
the evidence of history is accepted, Congres with equal facility c¢an andy
will turn this unchecked power againet any section wherever two re-
quirements are found., These two requirementg are that the section shall
have too smell & representation in Congress to mske resistance to suto-
eratie measures, and that the seetion shall afford some prize of parti-

san or commercial advantage sufficient to set in motion the necessary




1egii Sl iy e #18 SR DSt Fary, ,
Thepidaded: 56 Lab S8V Pe 1TREr SH0HE0 98 DONESNSRe S8 To R ToTHoHD F-re-
lingpd@Bish a part of their State authority end dignity in order to at

& greatey proportionate influence in Congress with its means of

encing 8tate legislatures to favor their politiecal or commersial

ests, The legislatures of Pennsylvania and Messachusetts did not extend
Presidential suffrage to the women of those States; but they did ratify
the Anthony amendment by large majorities, It does not appear that they
want woman suffrage ; but they appear to be looking for some other com-
pensation for the relinguishment of a valuable protective right of States
Together those two States have 55 members of Congress; as it happens
the exaet number of the three Paeifie States and the eight Mountain
divigion States combined,

Senator Hiram Johnson is basing much of his opposition to the
League of Nations upon the ground that it will emable the Japanese %o
press their claims for eertain consessions in California whieh the ad-
ninistrati ons both of President Roosevelt and President Wilson were
willing to grant by treaty rights, but whieh were successfully resist-
ed by the state legislature, eleeted by the people in unabridged con-
trol of State elections, Yet it is easily seen thet if by the ratifice-
tion of the Anthony amendment the State control of State elections is
broken down thg Japanese will not need the help of the League of gatiégﬂﬂ

to obtain all they want by treaties with the United sStates, By propagand
da and diplomesy they cen ereste a sentiment in Congress favorable

to their wishes; and ecan induce the passage of a Forsce Bill whieh will
effect what they want in any State whose people might otherwise throw

the obstacle of State legislation in their way,




our Committee was formed to give voice to that large majority of
women suffrage sentiment whieh has expressed iaself on method in the

suffrage planks of the two political parties én their platform of 1916,

Vs
world. We do not want the Anthony amendment with its suffrage for women
/3 in its firet section Va preecriof
in the States whieh do not possess it to become & wedge for Tederal
- x W
legislation on State elections ofiall the Staies provided for in its

r breve soldier boys have fought and died to destroy sutocracy in the

-

1ocond_segtion,
eference to the
a0t that the A v amendment has b submitt to the State legis-
laturee by Co: ' w hall do thi three reasons: (I) The emend-
ment may never be ratified r, we may gain suffrage soone
ie ratified, (3) Even if is | ratified wil t remove the word
"male” Prom the eleetion elause of our State constitution, Though it
will be a dead letter, it cannot be removed execept by State comstitution-
al action, The word will remein there & silent witness that suffrage.
was not granted to women by the will of the people of Xentuecky, but wes

forced upon them by the aetion of State lLegislatures, Suffrage will be
X ¥y g g

fa poor boon to women if the hearts of the people are not with the gift,
\SZ% is surely the wish of all of us that this stigma should be removed
a8 goon &8 psooible,

A11 thet we ask is that the two great parties of our State shall
fulfill the promises of the nationel platforms of I916. Do not the
people of Wyoming, the great pioneer State of woman suffrage, desire
their parties to be faithful to their suffrage pledges of 19767

I am very respectfully yours,

ens Commitéee for State sSuffrage
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189 ¥.Mill st.,
Sept,8th, 1919,

Judge J.B.Evans,

Deexr Sir:-
Your strong argument "The ILegislators of Alabama heve no

ete" reaghed me just ss I wes starting to Louisville with e
Cormittee to appear befor efte Resolutions Committee of the Demeeraiie
Platform Convention
Rssolukione Gomekkbxe to ask for & State Suffrage amendment recommend-
ation.

I em enclosing some literature sheowing what the States Rights
nffragists are urging against the ratifieation of the Anthony smendment,

intend to continue our work till the guestion is settled in Xentueky.

For that purpose we shall send out literature to the candldates for the
General Assembly of 1920, Your powerful argument is one I have not
gseen used before; and I believe it would affeet many who may net be
reached by what our Committee has said., Therefors, if you have your
leaflets for distribution I shaell be very glad to see that they reash
our candidates, Our legislature is composed of I38 members, and the
candidates are double that number. I believe it is prefersble to have
this literature from another State, a2s it shows that other Demoeratie
states are fighting the inthony emendment; but 1f it is not convenient
for you to supply these leaflets, will you permit ue to reprint them?

I judge from your published letter to Sen. Xeller that you are

opposed %o suffrage. Our Committes are ardent suffragists; and we are

urging state action. Therefore, we can use your leaflet only as it

does not bear any sign of anti-suffragist sentimen . In ite present




Kenturky Egual Rights Association

MRS. JOHN GLOVER SOUTH, : Ahniﬁnrg Board

State Headquarters, Frankfort

First Vice President v ¥ 4 iows MISS LAURA CLAY,
MRS. E. L. HUTCHINSON, Lexington RSy (R NY Lexington

Second Vice President P DA 15
MISS LAURA CLAY, Lexington. i g MRS. DESHA BRECKINRIDGE,

S : ;
Third Vice Presldext T 0 Lexington
MRS. JAMES A. , Louisville
C : ding Becretary MRS. THOMAS JEFFERSON SMITH,
errespon

MRS. THOMAS JEFFERSON SMITH, 4 e Louisville
Louisville. S s
Recording Secretary < 3 B MRS. JAMES BENNETT,
MRS. ROBINSON A. McDOWELL, 4 3 Rishmond
Louisville,
Treasurer 3
MRS. J. B. JUDAH, Louisville oo Buftia W Dogl MRS. JOHN B. CASTLEMAN,
it & Louisville
Auditor

MRS. JOSEPH “Dnnsoglddlmboro MES, 5. M. HUBBAED,

Hickman
State Member National Executive Council

MRS. EDMUND M. POST, Paducah

Ohs! r%qp of Oongressional Werk -
'&l S. SAMUEL HENNING, Louisville

Appreciating your able handling of the legal points, I would greatly
value your eriticism of an argument we are making to the Western States,
which is briefly this:

The historieal verdiet of the operation of the Forse Bill of May 31s%t,
1870, under the Ibth omendment is that whilset o8tnesibly that Bill was
passed for the proteetion of negroes in the newly bestowed right of suf-
frage, it quickly became the instrument for the partisan purposes of the
dominant party in Congress. ts ability to become sush resided in the

faet that the new power eonferred upon Congress, without eay correspon-

ding new constitutional cheek upon it, enabled Congress to foree State

elections to reflect the will of the dominant party in Comngress, rather
than the dominmnt party in the several Htates, Hﬁder the Anthony smendmmd
ment this power will be augmented so that no state mxx or section will
be safe agdinst the influence of Congress unless that sestiom is protecsd
ed by a large representation in Congress. For that reason, it appears
that the West, vhere eleven states of the Pacific and Hountain divisions’
together have only 56 members of Congrese, are and must remain weak
against any machinations of the more populous states. Lately Pemn. and
Miassachusetts legisleaturss refused to confer presidential suffrage upon
women, and in a few days, by large majorities, ratified tye Anthony mmed
emendment. It does not appear that those states want woman suffrage,
Together they happen to have 585 members in Congress. They can well af-
~ #ord to yield up some of their dig
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co-ecucation firmly established in the public school

systems of #ll the Stotes. In our own State, not onl

%he Common Scheols educatie Hoys and girls
to the &age of twenty yebrs, but our State
eomnletion of our educetional system, has Lfor many yesrs
accepted the prineiple, snd admits both sexés with egual ¢
and most of the other jinstitutions of higher

learning do the same,

As to the maiter of raising finds,'in these days
of women's entry into £l11 professicns and of the Pact

that instrueticn in the Commom Schools is very largely

in the hands of women, the people sre imuressed with the
importance of the thorough education of women, and that
their intergst in education should be stimulated by

having the best op ortunities offered to them, TWith so

the future and. to impress HEpisco-
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After five days, return to
SECRETARY OF STATE
State Capitol Building,
Frankfort, Ky.

0 Miss Laura Clay,
e Richmond, Ky.
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Selma, Ala, Sept 13th 1919

Miss Laura Clay,
Lexington, Ky.,
Dear Madam:
My absence from town must be my excuse for not replying
sooner to your very interesting letter of the 8th inst.
I'g@nk you for your kind mention of my brief against
the Anthony Amendment . It was hurriedly written while I was attend
-ing a session of the legislature at Montgomery, and I realize that
the point made is rather crudely presented. It is ridiculous to
presume that the framers of the Federal Constitution intended by
that instrument to confer on lagislatures the power to destroy or
amend the constitution of a State, and the proposal of amendments
such as thé 15th and the 19th to 1legisl atures, indirectly it is true,
does that very thing. The answer of the legislature to the Congress
shoul 4 be: "The people of my State madé its constitution; we have
no power, directly or indirectly, to violate or alter
any of its provisions; the Anthony amendment, if rati-
fied by this legislature and thirty-five others, will
operate to annul a mogt important part of the constitu-
tion of our State; if the Coneress deems that amendnent
necessary it should, under the power conferred by Arti-
V.,propose that amendment to a convention of the people
of thig State, who alone have the right to amend or &l ter
ites constitution, and not to this legislature each mem-
of which would have to violate his oath of office to
vote in the affirmative; we must, therefore, respect-
fully reject the proposal"
In my opinion thig is the only position a conscientious legislator
can take, regardless of his views on the suffrage question, and al-
though he may have the honest belief that the Anthony Amendment is
both necessary and desirabl e.
Many ahle lawyers, some of them legisglators, have stated to
me that, in their opinion, this argument is unanswerabhle, but none of

them gseem to have the courage to push it. I have never taken an active

part in politiecs, and have very little influence in that direction ®

I am sending you all the multigraph copies I have left, and

if you can get some good ]awyedto take it up I would be glad for you to

reprint it, or, better still, to use the idea in another paper as I




%@ow it can be amplified and presented in a more forceful way; or, you
might use the frame-work of my article and make such changes or ad-
ditions as may sugegest themselves to you or others.

The argument you are making to the Western States is absolutely
sound, and applies with even greater force to the Southern States, esg-
pecially the blackbelt districts. While the 15th Amendment has heen
nullified to the extent that we have practically eliminated the negro
from politics, its very existence as part of the orgenic law is a con-
stant menace, and has forced the South to golidify into one party, or,
in other words, regardless of men or measures, its people have been com-
pelledby public opinion and for self preservation to be "yellow dog"
Democrats, i.B.to vote the ticket however disreputable the candidate may
be. It is a mistaken notion that the constitutions of the Southern
States protect them from the negro vote, except indirectly. The negro
is kept from voting by the absolute power conferred on the Registrars of
voters, whose judgment of the qualification of an applicant for regis-
tration is final, unless and until Congress intervenes b appropriate
legislation", The Supreme Court of the U. S. in Gil es vs The State of
Al abama held that the remedy of the person who 1s illegally refused
registration is "political and not judicial" meaning thereby that it is
for Congress and not the Courts to enforce the right. The more conserwy
-ative of the Northern Congressmen, realizing that the 15th Amendment
was a horrihle mistake, have consistently lent their aid to Southern
members in defeating legislation under Sec 2. of that amendment . of
course Congress has the power at any time by "appropriate Jegislation"
to put teeth in the 15th amendment. If the Anthony Amendment is
ratified who can doubt that it will be enforced to the letter?, and
how can Congress enforce the one without at the time enforeing the other

In that event a wide belt of Counties extending from the Atlantic coast

st
throuegh the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, Missippi and Louisiana will

be mongrelized, for the nezroes are overwhelmingly in the majoritye and
could easily take possession of County affairs, and even elect members

of Congress., In this County, Dallas, they are 6 to 1, and in some coun-
ties of Miss, they are from 20 to 30 to 1. Mrs Catt's highly financ-

ed organization would see to it that both amendmentsg are enforced, and

how would the Congress go about enforcing them? The simpl est way,




3
ani doubtless the most effective would be adopted, andi that woul 4 be to
appoint U, 8. registrars wherever needed. If the party in power at
Wahsingtoﬁ saw the chance to carry one or more Congressional Districts
by means of the negro vote the Registrars would be instructed to enroll
enough negroes to carry them regardless of their qualifications under f£%
Stafe laws, and the only appeal from Caesar's mandate woul 4 have‘to he
ma&e to Caesar. Or, thay might take the other tack, not register the me
negroes, and cut down our representation in Congress under the J@th
Amendment, but I believe the former plan would be adopted, particularly
as Mrs Cattfs organization has announced an& re-iterated that it was ke
their purpose to seeho it that negro women should vote on the game terms
ag white women, and if the colored lady votes the colored gentl eman can
hardly bhe denied the same privil ege.

I% is my opinion that if the Anthony Amendment is ratified
both it and the 15th fAmendment will he strictly enforced, and centrali-
zation of power at Washington will he an accomplished fact. A State
without fu]] and compl ete contral of its suffrage ceases to be a State
andi automatically becomes a provincs.

You are correct in presuming that I am opposed to woman suf
-frage. Men and women can honestly differ in opinion bn the wisgdom or
ﬁnwisﬂom of women participating in politics; but I cant comprehend how
men or women who love their Country can support such a measure as the
Anthony Amendment, becaﬁse I believe that when our dual system of gov=-
ernment is gone, and the Federal Government, the Creature of the States,
has, like a Frankenstein, destroyed its Creators, the beginning of the
end of the American Republic is at hand., It will be either Bolshevism

and Soviets, or the Man on Horseback, and of the twqrgrprefer the last.

The fact that for the last fifty years the South has heen
"golid", ( a condition necessary for the preservation of its civilization)
is, in a Jarge measure, responsibl e for the present unfortunate state of

affairs, The South is responsible for Woodrow Wil son,-the greatest calem-

ity that has ever befall en America., With all the unbounded ambition of

Napo]éb for World conquest, his genius for political intrigue equal s that
of Napoleon for military strategy, and like Napoleon, he is absolutely
without scruples and without honor in dealing with anything calculated to

hamper or to further his consuming ambition to be "the foremost man of




all the World"., He is playing a great game of World Politiecs, and the
South and the extreme West with their racial probl ems are but pawns on his
chess=-hoard which he will sacrifice without compunction when he deems it
expedient in his mad desire to make himself the first President of "The
United States of The Worlid." This opinion of Mr Wilson is very preval ent
throughout the‘South; there is a very strong undercurrent of indignation
against him among the peopls who feel that they have been hetrayed in their
own house, and only self seeking politicians, in and out of the legislature
are paying heed to his miserable plea of "party expediency"

dares to speak out publiecly against him, the speaker is admonished that his
Democracy will be questioned, and not to be a "good Democrat" hurts a man
socially and eﬁ%y other way. Isnt it pitiful/,- and yet it is only too tru%;~
and this in spite of the fact that Mr Wilson has absolutely destroyed the
National Democratic Party by renouncing the principles that were its only

reason for existence, and transformed the Organization into a curious mix-

ture of Socialism and Autocrac%@ith but one object and aim,- power, and

stil] more power. If they succeed, (and I,who have voted the Democratic
at eﬁ;y election since I was sixteen years old pray on hended knee that
Wilson and all his sympathizers may go down in defeat) God only knows what
will happen to the Country. If domestic ruin and social and political equal-
ity with the near decendants of African savages is to be our portion, the
dose woul i seem less bitter if administered by the hands of our avowed po-
litical enemies instead of traitors whom we put in power.

I beg your pardon for writing at such length , but my feeling
against that man Wilson is so int-nse that I cant help letting a little of
it out when I get the Bhance. If I can help you in any way in your fight

on the Susan, please command me,

I am, Madam, with much respect,&ééffii/Jg£%;§%




It will be said, however, that Congress, following at least
the letter of Article V., has chosen to ignore the people and has sub-
mitted the Anthony Amendment to legislatures, and that if thirty-six
legislatiures vote to ratify, it becomes valid as part of the Federal
Constitution. It will be said, that inasmuch as Congress has the right
to submit amendments to legislatures, the submission of the Anthony
Amendment is legal, That may be true, but will it be legal for a leg-
islature to vote to ratify an amendment that violates the Constitution
of his State? No legislature is under any moral or legal obligation to
vote either to ratify or to reject any amendment, and when such an amend-
ment as the one under discussion is so submitted, how can & member of the
legislature of Alabama, who has any regard for his obligations to the
people who put him in office, sworn to support that constitution of his
State, and which that people made, vote to strike down a most fundamen-
tal provision of that Constitution,- control of suffrage,- and seek to
shield himself behind the fact that the Congress of the United Etates
in plain violation of propriety and the rules of political decency, has
invited him to violate his oath of office, and claim that his action
ig legal? This is plain talk but 1t is as true as Holy Writ, and is
borne out by the unsavory and disgraceful history of the 15th Amendment
and its twin iniquity, the proposed Anthony Amendment.

The Constitution of Alabama restricts the suffrage to males;
a minority of the people are of the opinion that it should be conferred
on women, but the question as to whether such an extension of the suf-—
frage would be wise or unwise, is not before this legislature, and can
néever be presented to any legislature for final determination. That
question the PHOPLE and only the PEOPLE, have the right to decide. THR
LEGISLATORS OF ALABAMA, took a solemn oath to support the Constitution
of their State; a Congress, dominated by political partiseans, and for
political purposes, has asked them to violate that oath; the authori-
ties in charge of the Government at Washington, with impertinent in-
terference with Btate affairs, and with the confessed, shameless motive
of "Political Expediency®, are urging them to do so; will they yield
to svch importunities from a mistaken idea of party fealty, from fear
of punislment or the hope of reward, or will they keep the faith, and
gtand, as all of "the great and good ones gone" would stand, if they
were with us today? The Congress has no moral right to invite the
legislature of Alabama to mutilate or alter the Constitution of its
8tate, or to accomplish that end by concert of action with thirty five
or more other legislatures, and the legislature has no right, either
moral or legal, to accept that invitation.

What is here written of Alabama applies with equal force to
every State the Constitution of which restricts the Suffrage to Males.

J. B, EVANS
Selma, Alabama

August 27, 1919,
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State Motto: Standing, Having Done All Stand National Motto: For God and Home and Native Land

President:
MRS. FRANCES E. BEAUCHAMP,

A
. Kenturky...
Vicc President:

MRS. MALTA B. BAILEY

Woman's @hristian Temperauce Uning

MRS. JULIET L. POWERS, Time of Prayer—Noontide
Wilmore.

Methods—Preventive, Educational, Evangelistic, Social and Legal
Recording Secretary:

MRS. LUDIE DAY PICKETT, _
Grayson,

Badge—A Knot of White Ribbon
Watchwords—Agitate, Educate, Organize

Franchise Department Motto:
WOMAN’S BALLOT FOR THE KING’S BUSINESS.

Treasurer:
MRS. NORAH B. TAYLOR, superintendent of Franchise Department: Miss LAURA CLAY.
348 Aylesford Place; Lexington.

189 NORTH MILL STREET, LEXINGTON,
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é!;bw is to Certify

_That 7’)&@,@ /\ LA AN ( at—
Z [ T
Of / / /\‘ # L'L / a/C/Zl A\ AA /' ' t/l// Kentucktj

by the authority invested in us by Dr. John R. Mott, Dxrech! Gengral United War Work Campaign, and M. C.
Williams, Campaign Director Central ArnuJ Department is here]:uj officially apﬁomted and authorized to represent the

UNITED WAR WORK CAMPAIGN

KENTUCKY

. wvﬁip@ Wmmgg@

for the duration of the /d:ntecl War Work Campaign in 1918
Only such financial obligations can be made undex th151 Jappointment as are definitely authorized by the

/

State Campaign Dxred{tor
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