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Southern States Woman Suffrane Conference

KATE M. GORDON, President, AUDITORS
MRS. O. F. ELLINGTON, Rec. Sec'y, 1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. MRS. JAS. M. McCORMACK,
721 W. Morkham St., Little Rock, Ark. LAURA CLAY, Vice-President at Large, 107- Bioton Ascdde  Baliimore, Md:

ISE COLLENS, Co. Sec’ Lexington, Ky. MRS. W. M. STONER, 2d Auditor,
MARIE IéOLl] SSt Nos Oilhneiba 4] ! 1538 Rhode Island Ave., Washington, D. C.
1309 Berlin;St., New T HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS

MRS. H. B. BARTLETT, Treasurer, MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT,
155 Audubon Boulevard, New Orleans, La. New York City

IDA PORTER-BOYER, Executive Sec’y, MRS. HELEN GARDINER, NE;{:AODRQI?EA:I[:JESRSLA
419 Camp Street, New Orleans, La. Woashington, D. C. ¥ 5

danuary 50, 1918

To the Governors of Jouth Uaroiina, Georgia, alabama, Hississippi
and Louisiasna,

Gentlamen:

I am writing in dupliicate to the Govermors of the five southern
stetes which would be most vitally affected by the ratification

of a PFederal imendment"forbidding disfranchisement on account of
Bexy

Woman's ' enfranchisement , whatever your personel attitude may be
toward the 1ssue, must come as an immediste eifect of the war and
the nation's need and demand for the sctivities of womenm. It must
be granted to justify the drafting of men for the supreme sucrifice
in vindication of the nation's good falith in a goverament by
CONSENT. It must be graunted if we would not stain by hypocrisy
those immortal ¥wOrds Of Frosident Lilson'to make the world safe
for democracy".

A8 @ southern woman who believes that any permanebht social recon-
etruction must funclude women suffrage in its cornerstone and as
one wiho has dedicated for ovsr twenty years whatever abilities or
advantages possessed t0 attain the ballot as an essential to self-
gevernment, I am writing 0o you as Governors of these vitally in-
teresied states to take concerted action in caliing upon the
goutnern states to render this tardy justice.

It would uppear like poetic justice should the rockribvbed democrat-
ic "solid south" created and welded such for nearly half a centue
ry by the forgeries of the I4th snd IBth samgndments, be possessed
of the power thro' party solidarity, to call conventions or by
epeclal legislative action ,snatch as & party viectory this last
and greatest extensiocn of the suifrage. Such seoction wonld make

the submission of the Pederal YWoman Surffrage imendment useless

and its ratification impossible, and save ths bitterness, rancour
and bloodshed which the forcing of another suffrage cmendment

%ill uncuestionably engender.

1 call to your attention the fact that the nation has drafted
negroes into war service. 7The unenviable position 0f the sonth is
ebvious if we continue to deny them political protection zs &
stigma of inferiority, but refuse at the same time to raise our
women L0 a status of citisenship granted by the United States to
aegroes, It willfully removes the sympathy which now expresses
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Southern States Woman Sulfrage Olnnféfpiirp

KATE M. GORDON, President, AUDITORS

1800 Prytania Street, New Orleans, La. MRS. JAS. M. McCORMACK
3 . M. »

L o LAURA CLAY, Vice-President at Large, 107 Brown Arcade, Baltimore, Md.
S, Co. Sec’y, Lexington, Ky. z
1309 Berlin St., New Orle;ns, La. = x R o O ey ad Addlton,

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS 1538 Rhode Island Ave., Washington, D. C.

MRS. OLIVER H. P. BELMONT,
New York City

IDA PORTER-BOYER, Executive Sec’y, MRS. HELEN GARDINER, HEADQUARTERS:
419 Camp Street, New Orleans, La. Washington, D. C. NEW ORLEANS, LA.

MRS. O. F. ELLINGTON, Rec. Sec’y,
721 W. Morkham St., Little Rock, Ark,

MRS. H. B. BARTLETT, Treasurer,
155 Audubon Boulevard, New Orleans, La.

f{tself for the south, in sile consent to the non enforcement
3 #3

of the I4th and I6th .smendm

nt
8

70 summarize I suggest., that nference of the Governors of the
southern sStates{or if deemed ,uvi:uuiu of all the states) be
called by the five states in which white supremacy is threatened,
t0 take immediate steps to confer on a plan wihereby ae & War meas-
ure the women of the United States be emfranchised by their res=
pective states.

I em writing this letter personally not in my official capacity

a8 President of the Southern Uonference. The ponference is plan

ning +o submit to the Hatiomal Democratio Committee and the 3tate

Democratic Commitfees the folliowing recommendations:

I. Tho wisdom of the 298%d Democratic South improving this
opportunity to pin incontovertibly to the democratic standard
the victory for the extension of woman suffrage to the women
of the United States such as is ndeniebly to their oredit in
the exsension of the suffrage t0 workiang men,.

e ’ﬁw&tthe women of the south canoot asay longer be maintained
the political inferiors of negro men in thelr United States
Citizenshp justified by political expediecncy. when conditions
dictate both as & matter of political expediency and national
honor the enfranchisement of wWomen.

%¢ That we demand of the ouly party o whom We can appeal to
put into effect the party platform, and not to treat as &
"gcrap of Paper" the recommendation of the St. Louls Convention
"for the extension of the suffrage to the women of the country
by the SPATES wuon the same terms as men®,

%ill you let me have a prompt reply amd your opinion on the sug-
gestion. an ardent belliever in bell-Lovernma 1t for the state as
well as self-goverament for the individusal. I believe the time has
come for demoocratic action in fidelity to0 democratic principles
to insure both to the nation, iy prayer is that Justice will be
done to zl1l and that the south particularly the five threatened
stetes will sound this new call to FRERDOM.

VYery truly,
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I89 NW.Mill st., Lexingtom, Ky.
Febr.26th, I91I8,
My dear irs.South,
Your letter of the of the 83rd, with enclesures,
is received.

I gquite approve of your suggestion about the ambulance for
the Overseas Hospital Unit. I believe the convention left to me
the particulet disposition of the ambulance; end so I take this
occesion to say that any plan agreed upon by dur Board will be
acceptablie to me,

On other sheeis I am enclosing the selections of liferature
for the Prige Contests to be given to the contestants. We do not

think it necessary to meke a division ofliterature between that

offer4d to High Schools and that offered to Colleges. I am also

enclosing the items of my expenses to the two -Board meétings held
in Louisville, which you can sehd to Mre.Judsh at yomr convenience.

Very cordially yours,




Literature for rPrize Contests,
Reinbow Seriss- Fnglish,

(I) About Voting.

(2) The Woman's Reason— Because,
(3) People Say- Ve Say

(4) woman Citizens

(6) Women in The Country

{6) Women in the Home

8ingle Leaflets,
Faots and Dates to Remember
ifothers' Sphere by M.MeD. Breckinridge
Should American VWomen be Enfranchised as a War iMessure?
S8ix Arguments from the Suffrage Map.
Why VWomen Should Vote. Alice S.Blackwsll
Woman Suffrage , Its relation to Torking Tomen and Children
Eminent People Declare for Equal Suffrage
Summing Up the Case for Woman Suffrage,By Justice David J,Brewer.
Twenty Facts About VWoman Suffrage
Women Suffrage an Economy.

Double lLesflets,
Our Real Ememy. C.C.Catt.
Women Should mind their own Bu

Uamphle 8. -
Brief History of oman C“ffraoe. ] Husted Harper,

nffichency Series,
(£) suffrage Argument.- Outline for Speech or Debate.

I would also be glad to have one of each of the Special Debate
Sets, to see if theoir selection is better than what we send, at
an equal price.
If you have What the Xy.E.R.A. has Done and Proposss to do, it
would be well to add one in sach envelop.
Laura Clay,
Chairman of Committee of frigze Contests,.




Expenses to Bord Meetings due to lLaura Clay,

Jan,28th, 1918, 3.0ts/

Taxl at Lexington----cccee- - - - - - - - . BO
R.R.tickete to and from Louisville - - - 4,42
Room at Hotel

Two st.car fares.in Touisvilie
Baggage at Lexington

Febr.5th, 1918,
St.car at Lexington
R.R.tickets to and from Iouisville

Lunch and S5t.gars at Iouisville
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Kenturky Equal Rights Assoriation

MRS, JOHN GLOVER SOUTH, - fr SRRy
b State Headquarters, £ a S Ahlllﬁﬂrg 151141!)
Frankfort T 7
I'irst Vice President lacho LAURA CLAY,
MRS, ROBINSON A. McDOWELL, = Texington
Louisville. ]
Second Vice President i & DESHA BRECKINRIDGE
MRS. JOSEPH ALDERSON I 4 - CL e ok
Middlesboro aLr i exington
Third Vice President < y s TEERRRON SMIT
MRS. JAMES A. LEECH, Louisville e S THOMAS JEFFERSON SMITH
7 7t Louisville
Corresponding Secretary -
b et Trees SECS LS
MRS, E. L. HUTOHINSON, Lexington JAMES BENNETT,
Recording Secretary White—Sullrage Ricl '
MRS. J. D. HAYS, Owensbore Blue—No Sufraze - e

Treasurer - JOHN B. CASTLEMAN,
MRS. J. B. JUDAH, Loulsville White States, Full Suffrage; Shaded States, Partial Louisville
Auditor Suffrage; Dotted State, Presidential, Municipal and
MRS, W. F. LILLARD, Lawrenceburg Partinl County Suffrage; Dark States, No Suffrage. S. M. HUBBARD,

Chairman of Campaign * Hickman
MRS. HARRY R. WHITESIDE, @@m
Loulsville

state Member National Executive Council
MRS. EDMUND M. POST, Paducah

Chairman of Congressional Work
MRES. SAMUEL HENNING, FRANKFORT, KY,,

Loulsville
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